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| want to speak in support of HB 2620 in that it provides the financial aid needed by the Department of
Education, the Technical Education Authority, and the Board of Regents to implement the
improvements they have made to career and technical education (CTE) in Kansas the last few years.
“Also, provndmg an additional $20 million in the appropriations process to cover postsecondary tuition
costs will go a long way toward encouraging the further development of articulation agreements
between school districts and postsecondary institutions. What | do not support is the legislature
micromanaging that process or inserting its own policies in a process that is moving forward quite well.

The Governor is correct that the number of students enrolled in CTE classes the last few years has fallen
off. That should be no surprise as the legislature has cut funding for K12 education to a real dollar level
somewhere back past 1992. When that happens, the most expensive courses are cut. At the high
school level, those would be CTE courses. Also, we have been in a transition phase, at the direction of
the federal government, increasing the number of career clusters and developing career paths for high
school students. Over the last several years, the Department of Education has worked with industry -
leaders and educators to develop 32 career pathways. That process was just completed last year and
took thousands of hours. | personally served on the team that developed the Government and Public
Administration Pathway. That Pathway description and a few others are attached to my testimony.-
Districts qualify for the .5 vocational weighting by offering these pathways. Districts are now applying to |
provide pathways and enrollment in CTE is again growing. What we do need is to ensure that the good ‘ |
work we have done here is supported with funding. What we do not need is the legislature jumping in

and changing the process when it has just been completed. '

‘I have not had time to bring this bill to the Kansas Advisory Committee on Career and Technical

Education (the group that led the development of the pathways) to determine all the implications of the
bill. 1can tell you that the industry leaders are quite concerned that the legislature will mess thisup ata
“time when we need to be staying on track. ‘The Governor did not consult with the Advisory Committee

in developing this bill. So I will bring to your attention a few things that jumped out at me and hope you
will have time to at least set up a subcommittee prior to taking action on the bill.

e New Section 2 and 3 deal with the formula for distribution of the funding that goes to the K12
districts for providing CTE courses. We don’t need to prescribe this for the Department. They
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