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Comments on HB 2245 - Third Grade Retention.
Mark Tallman, Kansas Association of School Boards

Background:

A major reason cited by advocates for this bill was the experience in Florida. Please consider the
following factors:

o Florida, like Kansas, has five “achievement levels” on its state assessments. In both states, the third
level is.considered “proficient” or “at grade level.”

e In Florida, only third-graders scoring at the lowest level are subject to retention. The percent of "
Florida third-graders at the lowest level dropped from 23% in 2003 to 16% in 2010, a 7 percentage
point reduction.

e HB 2245 would require Kansas third-graders scoring in the bottom two levels to be retained.
Kansas did not test at third-grade in 2003, but at the fifth-grade level, the percent of Kansas
students scoring “below proficient” dropped from 31% in 2003 to 15% in 2010 - more than twice the
percentage reduction as in Florida. (Only 5% of Kansas third-graders are in the bottom level, '
compared to 16% in Florida.

e From 2009 to 2011, Florida’s National Assessment of Education Progress scores declined, while
Kansas scores increased, widening the lead over Florida for all students and for low income
students.

e The next test will come next year, when Florida third-graders in 2003 begin taking the ACT test as
seniors. Florida’s ACT scores are among the lowest in the nation. This will help measure the long-
term impact of Florida’s policies. (Only 44% of Floridians met the ACT college readiness benchmark
for reading, compared to 60% in Kansas. Florida tested just 66% of graduates; Kansas tested 79%.)

HB 2245 amends a current requirement, adopted in 2005, that school districts assess students at least
annually in grades kindergarten through three in reading and math, using state assessments or other
diagnostic assessments approved by the State Board of Education. Districts must create a program of
research-based interventions or strategies, and have a mechanism to track the interventions for and
progress of children identified as needing assistance. It seems clear that this system is working at least
as well as Florida’s interventions; however, several amendments could be considered.

e Inlines 22-24, add “retention at grade level” as a possible intervention if the district deems it

necessary. ‘ @/5)/\(

e Insection (c), add that if a child is determined to be below grade level in reading or math, or
otherwise in need of intervention, the parents should be notified in writing and invited to attend a
" conference to develop the child’s plan of intervention.
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