As Amended by House Committee

Session of 2026

HOUSE BILL No. 2465

By Committee on Commerce, Labor and Economic Development
Requested by Representative Brunk
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AN ACT concerning discrimination; enacting the professionals' freedom
of expression act; providing protection for professionals and businesses
against adverse action as a result of an expression of beliefs by such
professional or business that is unrelated to such profession or business;

WHEREAS, The provisions of—seetions section 1—and—2—and—the-
amendmentsto K-SA—58-3034-and-58-3062 shall be known and may be
cited as the professionals' freedom of expression act.

Now, therefore:

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:

New-Section 1. (a) Notwithstanding any other law, no governmental
entity-erprivate Heensingerganization shall:

(1) Deny, revoke or suspend the license or any other certificate or
authorization required to do business of any professional or business based
solely on the beliefs of such professional or business or the lawful
expression of such beliefs by such professional or business in a setting that
is unrelated to such profession or business; or

(2) penalize, discipline, censure, disadvantage, discriminate against,
retaliate against or take any other adverse action against a professional or
business based solely on the beliefs of such professional or business or the
lawful expression of such beliefs by such professional or business in a
setting that is unrelated to such profession or business.

(b) Any person who has been injured or who is substantially likely to
be injured as a result of a violation of this section shall have a cause of
action against the governmental entity—er—privateticensingorganization-
that committed such violation. In any such action, the court may award
actual damages, costs, attorney fees and such injunctive relief as the court
deems necessary.

(c) Asused in this section:

(1) "Beliefs" mean any sincerely held religious beliefs, including, but
not limited to, beliefs regarding marriage, family or sexuality.

(2) "Governmental entity" means any state, county or city agency,
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department, division, bureau or any political subdivision thereof that issues
licenses to or certifies or accredits individuals or businesses.
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41 Sec.-6- 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its
42 publication in the statute book.



