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Subject: High Enrollment Weighting — Overview and History

This memorandum provides an overview of the high enrollment weighting in the Kansas
School Equity and Enhancement Act (KSEEA) and outlines how such weighting functions in the
state’s current school finance formula. Additionally, the memorandum provides a historical

overview of the high enrollment weighting under previous school finance formulas.

Current Higch Enrollment Weighting Under the KSEEA

The high enrollment weighting is established in the KSEEA at K.S.A. 72-5149(b). A school
district with an enrollment' of at least 1,622 students receives the high enrollment weighting. To
determine such weighting, the enrollment of a qualifying school district is multiplied by a
weighting factor of 0.03504. The resulting product is the high enrollment weighting of the school
district. Generally, to determine the amount of state aid that is attributable to the district’s high
enrollment weighting for a particular school year, multiply such weighting by the applicable BASE

aid amount for such school year.

Example:

e School district 001 has an enrollment of 10,000 students. To determine the school district’s
high enrollment weighting, the school district’s enrollment is multiplied by 0.03504. This
results in a high enrollment weighting of 350.41752.2

! Full time equivalent (FTE) enrollment is determined in accordance with the requirements of the KSEEA.
2 All school finance calculations are rounded to the nearest tenth in the KSDE legal max spreadsheet.
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Historical Overview of the High Enrollment Weighting

The high enrollment weighting was enacted as a part of the School District Finance and
Quality Performance Act (SDFQPA) in 1995.3 Originally, the weighting was called the
“correlation weighting.”* In 2006, such weighting was renamed as the “high enrollment
weighting.”

The table below shows how the legislature has modified the high enrollment weighting

enrollment threshold and weighting factor since the enactment of such weighting.

Year High Enrollment Weighting Weighting Factor
Enrollment Threshold
1995-1996° 1,875 0.009030
1996-1997 1,850 0.018060
1997-1998 1,800 0.036120
1998-1999 1,750 0.054180
1999-2005 1,725 0.063210
2005-2006 1,662 0.021450
2006-2007 1,637 0.029942
2007-2025° 1,622 0.03504

3 See, K.S.A. 72-6442, 72-6442a, prior to their repeal.

4 The correlation weighting was repealed during the 2005 regular session but was reinstated during the 2005 special
session.

5 In 1995, the law provided for a phase in of the 1,800 threshold over four years (1,875 in 1995-1996; 1,850 in 1996-
1997; 1,825 in 1997-1998; and 1,800 in 1998-1999). However, in 1997, the legislature did away with the phase in
and set the threshold at 1,800 for 1997-1998 and the weighting at 0.036121.

¢ For school years 2015-2016 and 2016-2017, the high enrollment weighting was not applied directly to the
enrollment of the school district but was instead included a part of a school district’s block grant for general state

aid. The general state aid was determined based on the school district’s 2014-2015 state aid amounts.
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