
Members of the Kansas Senate:

My name is Ronnie Coleman, VP Government Relations for Benevis, we support 
Medicaid focused dental practices in 13 states and DC. In Kansas, we support 
Kansas Youth Dental (KYD), a kids first family friendly dental practice located 
in Wichita, Kansas City and Topeka. KYD serves approximately 80 percent kids, 
45 percent rural, 90 percent Medicaid. 

Let me start by commending the Kansas Legislature for recently investing in 
coverage for preventative dentistry for your adult constituents. These 
improvements are already making a difference for Kansans. That said, please 
note that oral health disease is the #1 most common chronic disease for kids and 
dental pain is the #1 reason kids miss school. 

In 2019, Kansas Youth Dental operated 3 offices, with 53 employees, and 9 
dentists. Unfortunately, that’s no longer the case. Now, 5 years later…we have 
the same 3 offices, 3 full/2 part time dentists and fewer than 30 employees. This 
is unfortunate as it contributes to reduced access to early childhood dental 
visits, sealants and fluoride, ultimately costing Kansas. We know that early 
childhood dental visits can yield savings in the range of 30% in restorative dental 
costs.

Since the pandemic, access to dental staff has been brutal, in the best of times, 
safety net dental practices struggle to recruit and maintain staff, due primarily to 
very low reimbursement rates.  But… In this environment of extreme supply/
wage inflation-for us at Benevis/KYD, costs are up some 47% just in past 4 
years, that’s feeding into acute staff shortages, burnout…and more turnover…it’s 
a vicious cycle! 

Now for the remedy—we believe most Medicaid dental procedures would require 
rate increases of 60-80%, just to get us to the usual insurance rates enjoyed by 
most dentists. That’s while incurring the same costs with, on balance, more 
challenging patients compared to practices that do not see Medicaid patients. It’s 
no wonder only about 30% of Kansas dentists accept Medicaid, with 
approximately 13 percent of those Medicaid providers seeing 100 or more 
Medicaid patients in a given year. Please note, Medicaid dental spend 
consistently comprises maybe 2% of total Medicaid spending.



We would appreciate your support for at least the $4 million SGF increased 
investment from the House—to increase dental reimbursement. The original Oral 
Health Kansas/Kansas Dental Association request of $16 million SGF would 
actually bring Kansas Medicaid Dental reimbursement for all procedures in line 
with nearby states that have significantly improved dental Medicaid fees: 
Colorado, Missouri, Ohio, Louisiana and South Dakota. That could entice more 
providers to accept Medicaid and help current participants meet their rising bills.

Thanks for your time and consideration. 

Ronnie Coleman
VP, Government Relations
Benevis
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