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Good afternoon Chairwoman Erickson and members of the committee.

Thank you for the opportunity to be here and encourage support for Senate Bill 78. My name is
Paige Terryberry and | am a Visiting Fellow at Opportunity Solutions Project, a non-profit advocacy
organization that seeks to improve lives through free enterprise, individual liberty, and a limited,
accountable government.

Kansas is home to many highly ranked colleges and universities. Students from Kansas, and those
from out of state, come here to receive a quality education. And schools here, just like everywhere
in our country, are dependent on approval from accreditors. Accredited colleges and universities
are widely accepted as legitimate; losing one’s accreditation status is a death sentence both
reputationally and financially. This is how accreditors act as gatekeepers to indispensable Title IV
funding, making them immensely powerful.

And unfortunately, accreditors too often use this power to interfere with schools’ governance and
push radical ideological standards. On top of this, they neglect their duty to ensure academic
quality." Here are a few examples:

In 2022, an accreditor threatened Florida State University’s accreditation status because of
who they were considering for university president, drawing outrage from the college’s
trustees who themselves have the authority to choose the president.” Ultimately, the
person was not considered for the role.?

In another recent case, an accreditor publicly meddled in UNC-Chapel Hill's plan to
establish a program focused on thought diversity.*®

In Georgia, an accreditor threatened the federal funding of every public higher education
institution in the state over the potential appointment of the state’s former governor to
oversee the state university system.®

In another instance: A California university received a notice of concern from their
accreditor, telling them they must further develop a campus-wide DEI vision.” The
accreditor removed the notice of concern only after the school implemented the policy.**

Though none of these examples are from Kansas, Kansas could be next. Notice how none of these
examples involve education or student outcomes. These examples are about power and
governance. A Harvard Business School study found that, only in less than three percent of cases,
accreditors acted against a higher education institution when it concerned poor outcomes for
students.”

This is wrong. And real problems are being overlooked. College tuition is skyrocketing, students
are increasingly in debt, and degree completion rates have flatlined. Accreditors are not ensuring
quality.
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Federal funds should certainly only flow to legitimate institutions. But by giving power of the purse
to unaccountable entities, accreditors have wielded authority that they should not possess.

The good news is that states can push back. This bill provides a simple two-part solution: First, it
gives Kansas's colleges and universities the opportunity to shop around and second, it empowers
schools to hold accreditors accountable.

Allowing colleges to freely pursue accreditation from any federally recognized accrediting agency
dismantles the monopoly stranglehold that accreditors have. It gives schools the autonomy to
choose an accreditor that aligns with their specific needs and unique missions. Other states have
done this. Today, Florida, North Carolina, Tennessee, and West Virginia allow colleges to choose
their accreditor instead of being forced to work with their regional one."'>"*™ These reforms are
possible through a Trump-era rule that removed geography as a factor for an accreditor’s scope.”™
Kansas should follow suit. Second, Senate Bill 78 gives Kansas colleges room to push back on
accreditors if they are negatively affected by retaliatory action from an accreditor. And the bill
requests that colleges notify the state legislature of any related violation from an accreditor.

No school in Kansas should be subject to ideological oppression to serve its students. And no
school should be told how to manage its own governance by an accreditor. Introducing flexibility
and necessary accountability is a simple step in the right direction. This bill empowers Kansas
educators and brings rightful accountability to the accreditation process.

Opportunity Solutions Project is pleased to offer our support for this legislation.
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