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My name is Jenna Krehbiel and I am a resident of Kansas. I am mother to three and previous 
foster parent.   I have worked in the mental health field for over 18 years.   I own a private 
practice in Salina, KS and have specialized in treating children of trauma for most of my 
career.   I have been a licensed social worker for all my career.    

I am testifying on the absolute failure and incompetency of the child welfare system.  It is 
my opinion the statement, “Children in the foster system are being let down at every turn 
and left to fend for themselves in a broken system” (Center for the study of Social Policy) is 
100% accurate as well as the system being grossly negligent.   Not only do I have 
experience working alongside the child welfare system providing mental health services for 
youth in care; I also have experience as a foster parent working alongside the welfare 
system.   I am specifically testifying about my experience as a foster mother to a young boy 
while in our care from October 2023 to July 2024.  

The attached document details specific events and chronicles the frustrations of caring for 
a child in the welfare system.  

I truly think the problems and issues that occurred while “L” was in our care, could have 
easily been managed had the welfare agency been consistent, improved communication, 
and had some standard of accountability not only for their work but also the birth parent of 
said minor.    The policies and procedures of child welfare have no benefit when the 
standard is not applied across the board and/or is ignored by case teams.   

Thank you for taking the time to read my testimony.  I sincerely hope my testimony will 
impact the committee and that needed and necessary changes will be implemented in the 
welfare system.   Your consideration of this is very much appreciated.  

 

Jenna Krehbiel  
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