February 5, 2025

Members of the House Committes on Taxation
Kansas State Capital

Rocm 348-S

Topeka, Kensas

RE: House Bill NO 2208
Mz Chairman and Members of the Committes:

AS Presidens of the Grant County Commu nity Feundation located in Ulysses Kansas, | am writing in support of
HB 220 “concerning taxation; relating to income and privilage tax credits; enacting the endow Kansas tax
cradit act; estabiishing a tax credit for endowment gifts 10 centain endowed funds heid by qualified
community foundations™. We serve Grant County Kanisas by Connecting Pecple Whe Care with Causes That
Matier,

This bill will be invaluable to help build the endowed funds within the crganization. Use of these funds helps
o move projects forward in our rural community. Without these types of funds projecis typically rely on only
tax dollars that come through Grants or directed budgets atthe local levels. Unfortu nately, these sometimas
fall shortin very important areas that all oUr rural communities need such as education, healthcare, and
housingtc malntain avital community.

While | understand that this could be a short-term hitto the States Tax caliections by proving s tax credit
egualto 70% of the amount of the endowed giftwould vary much strengthen our endowed funds that could
assistwith funding prejects well into the future That are vital 1o our community, Grants from thesa endowed
gifts have helped fund much needed transpartation for people who would otherwise be unabie 1o afford the
S2-mile round trip for healthcare needs such as dialysis, used 1o purchase education materials and
equipment needed in classrooms annually using classroom grants and some of the latest Grants have besn
used for upgrades to our City Parks in the community. We have assisted in tunding an upsoming project to
install accessible squipment in one of our cemmunity parks so our community can be more inclusive.

Buitding these funds is a necessity for rural communities like ours. As we ail learned in 2020, when an
emergency such as the Covid pandemic there is 2 massive strain on respense tunding in all communities.
Endowed funds helg ease these burdens by providing much needed financial assistance 1o communities
rapidly to assist iocal responses 1o these pes of emergency situations,

These are just a faw of the many reasons why | suppert H8 2208, Endowed gifts provide funding t¢ projects
that keen ouwr communities viable and growing.

Ws encourage the committes to advaricethis biil.

Sincersly,

Marcus Matkin, President
Grant County Community Foundation
marcusmatkin®hotmail.gom B20-453-5232




