Written Testimony on SB 146
Opposition as Written — Support with Amendments

Chair and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony regarding SB 146. | respectfully
oppose SB 146 as written, and support the bill only if amended to preserve local authority,
transparency, and meaningful public participation in decisions involving high-impact industrial
land use.

As currently drafted, SB 146 raises serious concerns regarding state preemption of local
decision-making. Projects of this scale place long-term demands on water supply, wastewater
treatment, transportation infrastructure, emergency services, and environmental resources.
These impacts are borne primarily by local residents and local governments long after
development agreements are executed.

Public concern regarding these impacts has been clearly expressed by residents in Osawatomie
and surrounding areas. These concerns include infrastructure capacity, water usage,
environmental risk, and the lack of meaningful public input into decisions that will affect their
communities for decades. Documentation of these public concernsisincluded in Exhibit A.

Additionally, the timing of existing agreements related to the subject property makes
transparency and public engagement especialy critical. As shown in Exhibit B, arelevant
contract associated with the property is scheduled to expire in June, creating a clear and
appropriate opportunity for public review, discussion, and community engagement before any
renewal or amendment occurs. Legislation that limits or bypasses this process undermines
public trust and local accountability.

Residents have also emphasi zed the importance of utilizing existing public processes—such as
open meetings, petitions, and public hearings—to ensure accountability and community inpuit.
These requests for lawful public participation are reflected in Exhibit C.

Finally, questions remain regarding whether existing infrastructure is appropriate or sufficient
to support large-scale industrial uses. Exhibit D highlights concerns related to infrastructure
capacity and the need for site-specific review rather than broad statutory exemptions that
remove |local oversight.

Proposed Amendment L anguage
Amendment 1 — Preservation of Local Authority

Add language clarifying that nothing in SB 146 shall preempt or limit acity’s or county’s
authority to regulate land use, zoning, infrastructure capacity, or environmental impacts
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through ordinances, resolutions, or devel opment agreements.

Amendment 2 — Public Notice and Hearing Requirement

Require that any high-impact industrial devel opment subject to SB 146 must include public
notice to affected residents and at least one public hearing held by the governing body prior to
approval.

Amendment 3 — Infrastructure Capacity Review

Require a documented review of water supply, wastewater capacity, transportation
infrastructure, and emergency services prior to approval, with findings made available to the
public.

Amendment 4 — Non-Interference with Existing Contracts
Clarify that SB 146 shall not impair, extend, or force renewal of existing local contracts or
agreements without the consent of the affected governing body.

Conclusion

SB 146, as written, removes important safeguards that allow communities to responsibly
evaluate projects with long-term consequences. With appropriate anendments, the bill could
better balance economic development with transparency, accountability, and respect for local
governance.

| respectfully urge the committee to oppose SB 146 as written and support it only with the
amendments outlined above.

Respectfully submitted,
Crystal Hall
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Exhibit I ndex

Exhibit A: Public concerns raised by residents regarding infrastructure and environmental
impact

Exhibit B: Documentation showing expiration timeline of relevant agreement
Exhibit C: Community requests for public process and accountability

Exhibit D: Statements and materials referencing infrastructure capacity concerns
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Written Testimony in Opposition to SB 146 (As
Written)

| submit this testimony in opposition to SB 146 as written and in support of amendments that
preserve local authority and ensure meaningful public input on large-scale industrial developments.
The exhibits attached reflect widespread community concern regarding infrastructure capacity,
water demand, fiscal risk, and environmental impacts.

The attached exhibits (A—F) provide examples of public discourse and resident concerns that
underscore the need for transparency and local decision-making authority.
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Exhibit Index

Exhibit A: Public comments and community concerns regarding SB 146 and data center siting
impacts

Exhibit B: Community discussion facilitated by a local administrator reflecting resident concerns
Exhibit C: Resident testimony reflecting local opposition and unanswered questions

Exhibit D: Screenshots of public engagement demonstrating widespread concern

Exhibit E: Public commentary regarding long-term fiscal and infrastructure risks

Exhibit F: Additional community responses relevant to local government authority and planning
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SB 146 — Exhibits

Submitted by: Crystal Hall
Kansas House Local Government Committee
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Exhibit Index

Exhibit A — Community concerns screenshots
Exhibit B — Contract expiration reference

Exhibit C — Public process and petition discussion
Exhibit D — Infrastructure capacity concerns
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Exhibit A
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Exhibit B

8:34 el = @

Meanwhile in Osawatomie
< Admin €@  Polly Marie - 22h - &

@ Write a reply...

MEANWHILE 1M
AT

OSAWAT

@ Scot Coon

- What's in the water after it's been through
the system?
Seems like they could use drinking water
quality piping and not have to treat it.

10h Like Reply 1O

6 Polly Marie # Author <%
From a trusted source

Most systems use, antifreeze...
Antifreeze is toxic to animals...

That's not even mentioning the
heavy metal contaminants like
hexavalent chromium, and the
Erin Brockovich cooling tower
situation

7h Like Reply

' HappylLizard7626 & Nickname
Everybody needs to get ahold of the
Federal Energy program. Have them start
investigation. City is going to ruin our
country life! Get the Data centers out of
here!

S -~ Comment publi... & (&) G0 &
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Exhibit C

8:34 s - @

< Meanwhile in Osawatomie
- e e
< Admin €@  Polly Marie - 22h - &

@ Bethany Knaus
It should be a NO in every city just based
on water waste alone. Hugely damaging to

the environment not to mention the noise
pollution

11h Like Reply [S] oo

Leisa Price
Data centers are poison!! ==

13h Like Reply 7 O©

_ Crystal Hall < Admin

< For clarity, the current agreement related
to this project is set to expire in June,
which means this is the window where
public input actually matters. If the
community does not want this renewed
especially for another multi-year term
people need to speak up now, not after it's
extended.

Residents have every right to ask that any
renewal include clear language limiting or
prohibiting high-impact uses like data
centers, which carry significant water,
power, and infrastructure demands. Zoning
and development agreements can include
that kind of verbiage but only if the public
pushes for it.

I've already reached out to a county

— o

T ~ Comment publi.. & &) @9 &
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Exhibit D

8:34 H - @

&=
e

e e s K . s

_ Meanwhile in Osawatomie
= < Admin €@  Polly Marie - 22h - &

Oscar Perales

There after plenty of short documentaries
on YouTube about data centers and what
their effect is on the surrounding areas and
it's not very good. And that's putting it
nicely.

7h Like Reply 12O

Rebecca Davis

Miami County Commissioners meet every
Wednesday. The meetings are open to the
public. Showing up or emailing them is
how you make an impact.
https://www.miamicountyks.gov/294/
Board-of-County-Commissioners

Board of County Commissioners |

Ll IS Miami County, KS - Official Web...
— Kansas _—

miamicountyks.gowv

6h Like Reply 30O

Dianea Fay

Bet lots of locals read it and attend
meeting with questions. Some towns want
resident yo be kept in dark.

8h Like Reply 2 O

Jim Bell
Great comments on impacts

10h Like Reply 2O

- Comment publi... & &) =)
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Exhibit E

Meanwhile in Osawatomie
< Admin €@  Polly Marie - 22h - &

Sarah Markwell
I call my water Soilent green because it's
always cloudy == ==

¥
Ll

Oh Like Reply 1

Tace Cook

Gemini says: It's a mix of valid industrial
concerns and rhetorical hyperbole. Here is
a breakdown of what is factually grounded
versus what is likely "campaign-style"
exaggeration.

1. The Water & Wastewater Reality

The "Multiple Choice" section (A-E) is
satirical, but it points to a real technical
challenge.

Contamination: Data centers don't usually
"contaminate" water with toxic chemicals
in the traditional sense. They mostly use it
for evaporative cooling. The "waste" is
usually "blowdown water," which has a
high concentration of minerals (like salt
and calcium) because the pure water
evaporated away.

Infrastructure: If the town's water
treatment plant isn't equipped to handle
high-volume, high-mineral discharge, it is a
legitimate concern for the city's
infrastructure budget.

S -~ Comment publi... & (&) G0 &
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Exhibit F

8:36 = - @

< People who shared this =

41 shares

Polly Marie e
> 5h - a=

Eb Like Q Comment ﬁ{> Share

Osawatomie KS News and Events eea
— = Polly Marie - 5h - &

O = 18 15 comments 4 shares

E@ Like Q Comment ﬁD Share

i

Rae Ann Valadez ..
oh - S

Sad... this is happening in other rural towns not
just Kokomo and surrounding communities...smh

= 2 1 comment 1 share
dS Like () comment &> Share
,E Neva Thurston i
10h - &S
Eb Like Q Comment &> Share
Kathleen Huntress Heninger- -
@ McElhiney
12h - &3
a5 Like () comment &> Share
o
B &) == =3 o &
Home Reels Friends Groups MNMotifications Profile

Crystal Hall — SB 146 Testimony — Page 13 of 13





