Session of 2025

HOUSE BILL No. 2372

By Committee on Federal and State Affairs
Requested by Representative Kessler
2-1

AN ACT concerning state memorials; relating to the fallen firefighters
memorial; designating the existing fallen firefighters memorial within
the Kansas firefighters museum in Wichita as the official fallen
firefighters memorial of the state of Kansas; creating the Kansas fallen
firefighters memorial council; abolishing the existing Kansas
firefighters memorial advisory committee and transferring such
committee's powers, duties, functions, records and other property to the
newly created council; requiring expendifures from the Kansas fallen
firefighters memorial fund for the purposes of constructing, updating
and repairing the memorial and allowing expenditures to be made for
other purposes related to memorializing and honoring Kansas
firefighters; amending K.S.A. 75-36,102 and repealing the existing
section; also repealing K.S.A. 75-36,103.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:

New Section 1. The Kansas firefighters memorial advisory committee
is hereby abolished, and all powers, duties, functions, records and other
property of the Kansas firefighters memorial advisory committee are
hereby transferred to the Kansas fallen firefighters memorial council
created by section 2, and amendments thereto.

New Sec. 2. (a) There is hereby established the Kansas fallen
firefighters memorial council, which shall be composed of nine members
as follows:

(1) A representative of the Kansas state firefighters association
appointed by the governor;

(2) a representative of the Kansas state association of fire chiefs
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appointed by the governor; /—-lﬁreﬁghters museum I

(3) a representaﬁve of the Kansas pw‘.{"poc;r\na\ fire_chiefs aceaciation
appointed by the governor;
(4) arepresentative of the Kansas council of firefighters appointed by

the governor; ,___{Wichita park board l

(5) a representative of the fire_education _association of Kancac
appointed by the governor;
(6) a representative of the Kansas chapter of the international

scopiati arcon invecti nafnve/appointed by the governor;

}state funeral assistance team l
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(7) a representative of the fire marshal's association of Kansas
appointed by the governor;

(8) the state fire marshal or the marshal's designee; and

(9) the executive director of the Kansas state historical society or the
executive director's designee.

(b) The council shall make recommendations to the governor and the
legislature  regarding appropriate activities memorializing or
commemorating the services of firefighters in Kansas, including, but not
limited to, recommendations concerning the updating and repairing of the
fallen firefighters memorial pursuant to K.S.A. 75-36,102, and
amendments thereto. The council may solicit grants, gifts, contributions
and bequests for the memorial and shall remit all moneys so received for
deposit in the state treasury to the credit of the Kansas firefighters
memorial fund in accordance with K.S.A. 75-36,102, and amendments
thereto.

(c) The members of the council shall organize annually by electing a
chairperson and vice chairperson. The council shall meet at least once each
year upon the call-of the chairperson. The secretary of administration, or
the secretary's designee, shall serve as secretary for the council. Members
of the council appointed by the governor under this section shall serve at
the pleasure of the governor.

Sec. 3. K.S.A. 75-36,102 is hereby amended to read as follows: 75-
36,102. (a)-There-shall-be-placed-on-state-property-within-the-state-eapitel
plaza-area-a-memeorial-toJansas-firefighters—who-have-lost-theirives-in
the-line-of duty-in-the-serviec-of the-state—Such-memorial-shall-be-loeated
at-a-site-to-be-seleeted-by-the-direetor—Sueh-memorial-shall-be-eonstrueted
in-aeeordanee-with-the-design-and-arehiteetural-drawings-approved-by-the
direetor—The-memeorial-shall-be-of-sueh-a-design-that-the-names-of-the-
firefighters-to-be-honored;-both-past-and-future;-may-be-inseribed-thereom-
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The fallen firefighters memorial located-atthe Kansas firefighters museum
at 1300 S. Broadway Wichita, KS 67211, is hereby designated as the
official fallen firefighters memorial within the state of Kansas. Annually,
the director shall cause-annually the name or names of any firefighters

who have lost their lives in the line of duty in the service of the state to be
inscribed upon the memorial ~Fhe-memerialforKansas—firefighters—is-
subjeet-te-the-provisions; proeedures-and-approvals-required-under K:-S:A
75-36;102-through-75-36;106;-and-amendments-thereto;—exeept-that-sueh
memerial-forKansas-firefighters-is-hereby-authorized-by-thelegislature-for
purpeses-of subseetion-(b)- of K:5:A-75-36;106;-and-amendments-thereto:
(b) It shall be the duty of the state fire marshal on or before the 15%
day of March of each year to notify the secretary of administration of the
name or names of any firefighters who have lost their lives in the line of
duty during the preceding calendar year. The state fire marshal shall




