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Chairman Proctor and Distinguished Members of the House Committee on Elections,

My name is Elaine Stephen and | testify as a conservative independent constituent of Representative Leo
Delperdang. | also happen to be one of the co-leaders for a fledgling nonpartisan group called Rank the
Vote Kansas. Rank the Vote Kansas would like to see ranked choice voting implemented in Kansas and is
just starting the process of talking about the voting method with Kansans.

I would like to speak for a moment about how ranked choice voting can benefit Kansans and why, at the
very least, | ask you not to ban the method.

Our entire United States government is based on the idea of “Majority rules, minority rights,” but that is
not how the last two Kansas gubernatorial elections have turned out.

In 2018, there were five candidates for governor and the winner received less than a majority with only
48.03% of the vote. The independent and Libertarian candidates garnered 9.02% of the vote, wider than
the 5.07-point difference between the top-two vote getters.

In 2022, the gubernatorial race was again won with less than a majority of the vote, with the 3.13% of
the vote going to the independent and Libertarian candidates, again exceeding the 2.21% split between
the top two vote-getters.

How does this continued vote-splitting uphold “Majority rules, minority rights?”

Vote-splitting does not just threaten the idea of majority rule but also election integrity in general.
How can we say we are protecting election integrity when we insist on using a voting method where
someone can run deliberately to pull votes from another candidate? We have seen situations resembling
this in more than one Kansas election. For example, those from Kansas’s 4™ Congressional District may
remember the 2018 primary race between Congressman Ron Estes and Candidate Ron M. Estes.

| know that some of you are concerned about the two ranked choice congressional races in which
Democrats won and about whether Republicans can fare well with ranked choice voting. To see how
conservatives fare with ranked choice voting, we can look to Australia which has used the method since
1912. Like our government, Australian government tends to be divided into left and right. Since the 1913
election right after ranked choice voting was implemented, the Australian political right has been part of
the governing coalition over 68 out of the 110 years. For those concerned that ranked choice voting
produces moderate candidates, Virginia showed this simply is not so when it nominated and elected
conservative stalwarts Glenn Youngkin and Winsome Sears with ranked choice voting. Alaska also just
elected US Representative Nick Begich using ranked choice voting. In that race, no candidate received a
majority in the first round but Rep. Begich won the race with a majority in the final round after 2™ and
3" choices were counted.

The 2022 Alaskan congressional race in which a Democrat won was an anomaly that cycle given that a
Republican governor, Republican senator, and heavily Republican legislature were also elected.
Republicans were actually well-served by ranked choice voting, especially when they took advantage
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of the opportunity ranked choice voting provides to campaign positively and grow their support.
Republicans also did better when they asked voters to use the system and rank more than one choice.

As for the Maine race in which Golden won, Golden (D) and Poliquin (R) were separated in the first round
of tabulation by only 2000 votes. There were two independent candidates who got ten times that
number. Like Palin in Alaska, Poliquin told his voters not to rank subsequent choices which, like in Alaska,
led to an artificially high number of exhausted ballots for Republicans.

In general, ranked choice voting elections tend to have fewer exhausted ballots, or ballots on which
voters do not vote for one of the top-two vote-getters, than do multi-candidate races with plurality
voting. For example, the four multi-candidate statewide races in Alaska prior to ranked choice voting had
between 4 and 36% of voters who did not vote for one of the top two, whereas, after ranked choice

voting was implemented, the rate was between 3 and 6%.
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Picture: % of voters not voting for one of the top-two vote-getters in statewide Alaskan races

Cont. next page
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Report Name Summary Report
Election Name General Election
Election Date 11/5/2024
Office Title Rep. to Congress - District 2

N R R B T v AT s,

(i par 'A". ,<Rou"d|1 0 4

Candidate Names Votes Percentage | Transfer
Golden, Jared Forrest 197,151 50.35% 0
Theriault, Austin 194,445 49.65% 0
Ballots Exhausted 11,340 0
Continuing Ballots 391,596 0
TOTAL 402,936 0
Winning threshold 195,799

Generated: 11/15/2024 18:57

Ballots Exhausted = Undervotes (skipped races) + Overvotes (invalid votes) + Ballots that became exhausted after an elimination
Total = Ballot Exhausted + Continuing Ballots

Winning Threshold = [Continuing ballots/(Vote for [number] +1)] + 1

new

symbol signifies elimination due to Tie Resolution.

This is the official report from the Maine 2024 CD 2 race. When RCV opponents discuss exhausted
ballots, they are including voters who chose not to vote in that race at all. That would be like saying that
the 3.44% of Sedgwick County votes in the 2024 CD 4 race were exhausted because voters did not
choose anyone in that contest. The same could be said for the 5.66% of eligible Sedgwick County voters
who voted but did not cast a vote in the Senate District 27 race.

Continued next page
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We also find that voters who use ranked choice voting understand it, find it easy to use, and would
generally like to continue using the method.

Jurisdiction Year | Key Stats

Alaska 2022 | 85% said RCV simple. 62% support new primary system.

Maine 2018 | 61% supported keeping or expanding RCV

Minneapolis, MN 2021 | 88% found RCV simple. 76% want to continue using RCV.

New York City 2021 | 95% found ballot simple. 77% supported using RCV in future

Utah municipal voters | 2021 | 86% satisfied w/voting experience. 81% found RCV easy

Virginia Republicans 2022 | 56% who voted in RCV primaries preferred them to single-choice
elections.

Lastly, one of the biggest advantages to ranked choice voting is that, by incentivizing candidates to
appeal to a broader base and not turn off opponents’ supporters, ranked choice voting leads to positive
campaigning that is easier on voters, candidates, and candidates’ families. How many otherwise
excellent public servants are deterred from running for office by wanting to protect their families from
the mud-slinging? How much easier would it be to interact with constituents if politics were more
collaborative than combative? After all, you all ran for office to help your communities, not get griped at
by them.

To conclude, ranked choice voting has great potential for Kansas. Even if the state as a whole is not ready
to switch to ranked choice voting right now, smaller jurisdictions might want to try it at some point as
several do in Utah. Political parties might want to consider using it in their primaries as the Virginia GOP
does and as the USVI GOP is doing in their presidential primary. Given how ranked choice voting can
protect election integrity and give rule back to the majority, | respectfully ask that you vote no on SB 6.

Thank you for your time and consideration and | stand for questions when appropriate.
Gratefully,

Elaine Stephen
Wichita, Kansas

g Try ranked choice voting yourself with by voting on which public Kansas university is best.
S (Results not scientific in any way. Results viewable after voting.)

k. e a

Scan ta Vote

How Ranked Choice Voting Works on next page with FAQ and sample ballot images following
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How Ranked Choice Voting Works

1. Voters rank their choices. Most ballots allow . ,
Rank candidates in

for five rankings and voters rank their top five order of preference. [ & 53“ &l ¢
. L u ” . ) . Fill in one circle per £ i £l E
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2. First-choice votes are tallied. In the first round, Round 1

officials look at the totals for first-choices to
see if any candidate already has a majority
(50% + 1).

3. Lowest vote-getter eliminated. In the
second round, the candidate with the fewest
votes is eliminated and the votes of the
people who ranked him/her first go to those -
voters’ second choices. If no candidate has a
majority yet, tabulations proceed.

50 + 1 majarity

Round 2
needed to win

Root Beer

Dr. Pepper

o
3
=
&
=
g

4. Lowest vote-getter eliminated. Again in the third round, the candidate with the fewest votes is
eliminated and the votes of the people who ranked him/her first go to those voters’ next
choices. If no candidate has a majority yet, tabulations continue. If a candidate has a majority,
they win!

50 + 1 majority
Round 3 needed to win N

Root Beer
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FAQ on next page
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Frequently Asked Questions

Q. Doesn’t ranked choice voting delay election results? A. Ranked choice voting results can be calculated
as soon as all ballots are in hand. Results took longer in Alaska and Maine because those two states give
a longer grace period for ballots postmarked by Election Day. Just like Kansas has a 3-day window, Alaska
has a 2-week window and Maine has a 1-week window. If Kansas eliminates the grace period, we can
have ranked choice voting election results on election night.

Q. Is ranked choice voting transparent? A. Yes, ranked choice voting can actually be as or more
transparent than plurality voting elections. Alaska livestreamed their tabulation process through their
local PBS station. Maine livestreamed their tabulation process on Facebook. Most places that use ranked
choice voting also make the cast vote records publicly available so that anyone can recalculate.

Q. Does ranked choice voting disadvantage minority voters and candidates? A. No, ranked choice voting
actually helps to level the playing field for minority voters and candidates. Minority voters tend to rank
more candidates, thereby taking better advantage of the options. Minority candidates do not have to
worry about being pressured to drop out if another minority candidate is in the race for fear of splitting
the minority vote.

Q. Is ranked choice voting prone to more errors by election administrators? A. No, ranked choice voting
often gets the blame for errors that had nothing to do with ranked choice voting. The error in Oakland
was due to a human failing to check one box on an election machine. The error in New York was due to
election administrators failing to clear test votes from their machines before starting official calculations.
Either of these errors could have happened using other voting methods.

Q. Wouldn’t all voting machines in Kansas have to be replaced to run ranked choice voting? A. Actually,
voting machines in 96 of Kansas’s 105 counties can run ranked choice voting elections with only a simple
software update. For more information on Kansas’s readiness to run ranked choice voting elections, see
the Ranked Choice Voting Resource Center’s state assessment. There are other resources available to
help defray other costs of implementation and the Ranked Choice Voting Resource Center provides
training, legal advice, etc.

Q. Do voters have to rank all the candidates on their ballot? A. No, voters can rank as few candidates as
they like or as many as their ballot allows. Just like voters in our current plurality elections choose to
undervote in certain races, voters are free to make the same choices in ranked choice voting elections.
Just as in plurality elections, a person can make a statement by refraining from voting.

Q. Does ranked choice voting meet the “one person, one vote” criterion? A. Yes, with ranked choice
voting, a person’s vote transfers between rounds until sticking with their final competing choice. The
Alaska Supreme Court found that ranked choice is indeed Constitutional in Kohlhaas v State of Alaska.

Q. Can ranked choice voting elections be audited? A. Yes. Ranked choice voting elections can be audited
similarly to plurality voting elections. Risk limiting audits can also be done and a risk limiting audit was
actually performed on the 2020 Kansas Democratic presidential primary that used ranked choice voting.
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Sample Ballots
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x State of Maine Sample Ballot
- Republican Presidential Primary Election
[ | March 5, 2024
|
[ |
|
|
B | To vote, fill in the oval like this @
|
® | To rank your candidate choices, fill in the oval:
M «
m«| ¢ Inthe 1st column for your 1st choice candidate.
m-| ° Inthe 2nd column for your 2nd choice candidate, and so on.
| K&
m | Continue until you have ranked as many or as few candidates as you like. Fill in only one oval in
m | each column (ranking).
|
m | Torank a Write-in candidate, write the person's name in the Write-in space and fill in the oval for
m | the ranking of your choice.
|
m-| To have your vote count, do not erase or cross out your choices. If you make a mistake, ask for a
g | new ballot.
|
- g |2 | & [ &8 |8 |8
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m President of the U.S. § § g § g §
- E R |8 | &8 |8 |8
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x DeSantis, Ron
[ | &, &) O O &) &
' Haley, Nikki R.
[ ] (@ &) D o (®] &
B Ramaswamy, Vivek G.
[ ] C < (@] & @ Ty
" Trump, Donald J.
: Write-in N . ’ ‘ “ ’
|
|
|
[ |
. You Have Completed Voting
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR RANKED CHOICE VOTING
1. Clrcle e number 1 next to your first cholce cancidate, the number 2 next to your second

cholce, e numder 3 next to your third chalce, and so forth.
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OFFICIAL BALLOT a8
%+ Republican Party of Virginia Convention  » £ 8A %
s MAY 8, 2021 * -

2 Do not use the sams column twics for any offica. Al cholces must be different
3.1 you make a mistaie, 35K for a new balot Cthenwise your wote might not courk

GOVERNOR
{Rank up to 7 candidates)

1.!
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*
Choics

5" | 6™
Choics| Cholce

Glenn A. Youngkin

Amanda Freeman Chase

M. Kirkland “Kirk”™ Cox

Peter Doran

Sergio de la Penia

Peter A. “Pete” Snyder

Octavia L. Johnson
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LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
{Rank up to 6 candidates)

N

Lance R Allen

Timothy D. “Tim™ Hugo

Maeve T. Rigler

Glenn R. Davis, JIr

Puneet Ahluwalia

Winsome E. Sears
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ATTORNEY GENERAL
(Rank up to & candidates)

(2]
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C.L.“Chuck” Smith, Jr

Jason L. Miyares

Jack White

Leslie Haley
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OFFICIAL BALLOT
MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2021

Ballot 60 - Type 60 - BC- English -
Default - SLC001

RANKED CHOICE VOTING INSTRUCTIONS:
Torank your candidates, fill in the oval next to their name:
e In the 1st column for your 1st choice candidate
e In the 2nd column for your 2nd choice candidate, and so on

e Inacolumn £

Do not fill in more than one oval: D, ‘
e For a candidate

-1 G ? \_)J

O | @’

!

—a —
=R

I

%;1

N\
\

f
\

You may rank as many or as few candidates as you like, and you are

a mistake, mark the ballot so your intent is clear. Do not initial or sign

not required to rank all

candidates. If you skip a ranking, subsequent choice(s) in that contest will not be counted. If you make

the correction.

MUNICIPAL
SALT LAKE CITY
/¢ Xﬂ{ AR
CITY RECORDER
SALT LAKE CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 2 (2 Year Term)
RANKED CHOICE VOTING: Rank up to Five candidates.
1 2 3 4 5

First Second Third Fourth Fifth

choice choice choice choice choice
ALEJANDRO "ALE" PUY ! Sk *? =5
BILLY PALMER 3" ) oN Qo
NIGEL SWABY ! ) ? oN 0"
DENNIS FARIS ! O? O O
DANIEL TUUTAU 1 ) ? : : .

END OF BALLOT
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