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I am writing to ask that you not proceed with action on HB 2136, a measure to further expand 

the tax credit scholarship to private schools. This bill drains funds from Kansas public school systems, 

schools which are already experiencing strained budgets as a result of unfunded special education 

programs.   

Special education, which is only provided in limited form in Kansas private schools, is now 

mandated by Federal statute and will be for the foreseeable future. These programs require careful 

management of tax funds and strict budgeting in order to ensure these students receive appropriate 

education and training in order to become contributing members of society.   

Private schools have neither the mission nor means to address these requirements. Diverting tax 

dollars into private school budgets will be a misguided legislative act at the expense of Kansas taxpayers, 

who are already suffering under inflation and who need strong public school systems.   

The economic health of Kansas is the most compelling reason not to expand tax credits. Thriving, 

well supported public school systems have been shown repeatedly to support local and state-wide 

economic development and job growth.1 Public schools are engines of prosperity.2  

However, research overwhelmingly indicates that taxpayer-funded vouchers have had a pronounced 

negative effect on student achievement, and student achievement is the basis of a strong local and state 

economy.i    

  Please send confirmation that my testimony been received and added to the relevant conferee 

list. Thank you for your service to the people of Kansas. I realize that legislative work is often a time 

consuming, thankless job, and we appreciate your thoughtful approach to the task of supporting Kansas 

and Kansans.  

  

Sincerely,  

Joan T. Gilson, PhD  

13850 W. 91st Ter. Apt. 512D  

Lenexa, KS 66215   
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