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MEMORANDUM

To: House Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources

From: The Office of Revisor of Statutes

Date: 2/6/2025

Re: H.B. 2063, as Introduced — Establishing various conservation funds, allocating state 

moneys for conservation, requiring reports to the governor and legislature, and authorizing fund 

transfers and providing for the use of such funds by the Kansas department of agriculture and the 

Kansas department of wildlife and parks. 

State Conservation Fund

H.B. 2063 would establish the state conservation fund in the state treasury. The fund

would be intended by the legislature to be used exclusively for conservation programs. 

The bill would expressly prohibit moneys transferred to and received from the fund from

being used for fee simple land acquisitions by the federal or state government. 

Annually, $60,000,000 would be transferred from the state general fund to the state 

conservation fund. 

On July 15 of each year, the balance of the state conservation fund would be transferred 

as follows: 50% to the working lands conservation fund, 25% to the wildlife conservation 

fund, and the remaining balance to the Kansas outdoors fund.

Working Lands Conservation Fund

The working lands conservation fund would be administered by the director of the 

division of conservation within the Kansas department of agriculture. 

A grant program would be established to utilize the fund, with rules and regulations 

adopted by the division. 

Eligible entities for funding would include public entities and nonprofit organizations that

promote or practice the listed conservation practices. 
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Applications that provide an opportunity to capture matching funds from federal, private

or other nonstate sources would be prioritized. 

On or before December 1 of each year, the division would be required to submit a report

concerning the fund to the governor and the legislature. The report would need to be 

published on the division's website.

Wildlife Conservation Fund

The wildlife conservation fund would be administered by the secretary of wildlife and 

parks. 

A grant program would be established, with guidance provided by the Kansas department 

of wildlife and parks commission. 

The eligible entities, prioritization of captured matching funds and reporting requirements
would be the same in Section 2.
Any resulting fee simple land acquisitions would be determined under the department's 

current eminent domain statute. (The attached amendment would prohibit any of the 

funds from being used for land acquisitions)

Kansas Outdoors Fund

The Kansas outdoors fund would be administered by the secretary of wildlife and parks 

under the department's parks division. 

A grant program would be established and the parks division would receive guidance 

from the statewide local recreation advisory board. 

Eligible projects would be required to promote outdoor access, environmental education 

and recreation or utilize practices established in the state comprehensive outdoor 

recreation plan.

The eligible entities, prioritization of captured matching funds and the reporting 

requirements would be the same as in the previous sections.

H.B. 2063 would become effective upon publication in the statute book.



PROPOSED AMENDMENT

House Committee on Agriculture and
Natural Resources
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; prohibiting moneys transferred to and received 
from such funds from being used to fund any fee 
simple acquisition of land by the federal or state 
government 





Moneys transferred to and received from the 
working lands conservation fund shall not be 
used to fund any fee simple acquisition of land 
by the federal or state government. 
 
(l) 



Strikes in lines 36-38 

Moneys transferred to and received from the wildlife conservation 
fund shall not be used to fund any fee simple acquisition of land 
by the federal or state government





Moneys transferred to and received from the Kansas outdoors fund 
shall not be used to fund any fee simple acquisition of land by the 
federal or state government. 
 
(k)


