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Journal of the Senate
ELEVENTH DAY

SENATE CHAMBER, TOPEKA, KANSAS

Tuesday, January 27, 2026, 2:30 p.m.

The Senate was called to order by President Ty Masterson.
The roll was callled with 39 senators present.
Senator Claeys was excused.
Invocation by Father Jerry Arano-Ponce, guest of Senator Shane:

Omnipotent God, today we begin in gratitude for the opportunity to gather; leaders, 
advocates, and community members, united by a shared desire to make a positive and 
productive impact on our state. Grant each person here the wisdom to discern what is 
just and what is needed. 

Grant them guidance as they navigate complex issues with clarity and purpose. Grant 
them unity, so that even in disagreement, collaboration and respect remain at the center 
of  their  work.  Grant  them  clear  vision  to  see  issues  as  they  truly  are,  free  from 
distraction or division, and the good judgement to choose what leads to fairness, safety 
and well-being of all. 

May light be brought to any area where improvement is needed, and may the courage 
to address those places lead to a meaningful, lasting change. May conversations held 
today be thoughtful, the decisions made be responsible, and the actions taken reflect 
outcomes that are positive, beneficial and uplifting for all who call this state home. 

As  they  serve,  may they  be  strengthened  by  humility,  steadied  by  integrity,  and 
inspired by the hope of a better future for every community. Amen.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by President Masterson.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS
The following bills were introduced and read by title:
SB 390, AN ACT concerning the Kansas food, drug and cosmetic act; prohibiting 

certain additives in food provided by schools as part of certain food service programs; 
requiring schools to certify that school facilities do not serve food that contains such 
food additives, by Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources.

SB 391, AN ACT concerning private rental housing; prohibiting cities and counties 
from adopting or enforcing any ordinance or resolution that requires landlords to lease 
housing to tenants receiving financial assistance from or through the housing choice 
voucher program or any other housing assistance program or that otherwise restricts a 
landlord's ability to consider the income source of a prospective tenant, by Committee 
on Federal and State Affairs.
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SB 392, AN ACT concerning elections; relating to the withdrawal of candidacy for 
office; prohibiting the filling of a vacancy in the joint candidacy of the governor and 
lieutenant  governor;  providing  for  when  a  candidate  may  withdraw in  city,  school 
district and community college elections; amending K.S.A. 25-2020, 25-2106, 25-4003 
and 71-1414 and repealing the existing sections, by  Committee on Federal and State 
Affairs.

SB 393, AN ACT concerning alcoholic beverages; relating to days and hours of sales; 
authorizing the sale of alcoholic beverages 24 hours a day, seven days a week for the 
duration of the FIFA 2026 world cup, by Committee on Federal and State Affairs.

SB  394,  AN  ACT  concerning  elections;  relating  to  signature  verification 
requirements  for  advance  voting  ballot  envelopes;  amending  K.S.A.  25-1121  and 
repealing the existing section; also repealing K.S.A. 25-1117,  25-1118, 25-1119, 25-
1120, 25-1121, 25-1122a, 25-1122b, 25-1122c, 25-1122d, 25-1122f, 25-1123, 25-1125, 
25-1126,  25-1128,  25-1129,  25-1130,  25-1131,  25-1134,  25-1135,  25-1136,  25-1137, 
25-1138,  25-1139 and  K.S.A.  2025  Supp.  25-1122 and  25-1124,  by  Committee  on 
Federal and State Affairs.

SB 395, AN ACT concerning campaign finance; requiring treasurers for candidates 
and  persons  who  promote  or  oppose  the  adoption  of  constitutional  amendments  to 
report lists of small donors to the public disclosure commission; providing that such 
lists shall not be a part of any report required to be made public; amending K.S.A. 25-
4148 and K.S.A. 2025 Supp. 25-4180 and repealing the existing sections, by Committee 
on Federal and State Affairs.

SB  396,  AN  ACT  concerning  cemeteries;  authorizing  the  reorganization  of  the 
Clearwater cemetery district; removing Ohio township from the district, by Committee 
on Local Government, Transparency and Ethics.

SB 397, AN ACT concerning taxation; relating to the homestead property tax refund 
act; providing that a person shall not lose eligibility for a homestead property tax refund 
claim or the selective assistance for effective senior relief (SAFESR) tax credit if the 
appraised valuation of the homestead subsequently exceeds $350,000 after qualifying in 
a previous tax year; amending K.S.A. 79-4522 and repealing the existing section, by 
Senators Warren, Gossage, Rose, Shane, Thomas and Thompson.

SB 398, AN ACT concerning the rules of evidence; relating to testimony in the form 
of opinion or inferences; requiring a proponent to demonstrate that it is more likely than 
not  that  certain  specialized  knowledge  will  help  the  tier  of  fact  to  understand  the 
evidence before certain qualified witnesses may testify; amending K.S.A. 60-456 and 
repealing the existing section, by Committee on Judiciary.

SB 399,  AN ACT concerning the Kansas consumer protection act;  relating to the 
unauthorized practice of law; providing for an exception thereto for an employee of the 
judicial branch or a district court providing a standard form to a member of the public; 
amending  K.S.A.  50-6,142  and  repealing  the  existing  section,  by  Committee  on 
Judiciary.

SB 400, AN ACT concerning data centers; relating to water consumption; requiring 
data  centers  to  use  closed-loop  cooling  systems  to  mitigate  water  consumption,  by 
Committee on Utilities.

SB 401, AN ACT concerning property taxation; relating to valuation; requiring the 
county appraiser to conduct a new physical inspection before increasing the valuation of 
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residential real property by more than 15%; amending K.S.A. 2025 Supp. 79-1460 and 
repealing the existing section, by Senator Haley.

SB 402, AN ACT concerning taxation; relating to the homestead property tax refund 
act; modifying the definition of household income; providing an eligibility exception 
for claimants who are required to live away from the homestead by reason of health or 
other hardship; providing for one homestead property tax refund claim form; providing 
that a person shall not lose eligibility for a homestead property tax refund claim or the 
selective assistance for  effective senior  relief  (SAFESR)  tax credit  if  the  appraised 
valuation  of  the  homestead  subsequently  exceeds  $350,000  after  qualifying  in  a 
previous  tax  year;  relating  to  the  selective  assistance  for  effective  senior  relief 
(SAFESR)  income  tax  credit;  establishing  a  constant  household  income  threshold; 
amending K.S.A. 79-32,263, 79-4503, 79-4510 and 79-4522 and K.S.A. 2025 Supp. 79-
4502 and repealing the existing sections, by Committee on Assessment and Taxation.

SB 403, AN ACT concerning motor vehicles; relating to distinctive license plates; 
providing for the pheasants forever and quail forever license plates, by Committee on 
Transportation.

SB 404,  AN ACT concerning motor  vehicles;  relating to vehicle registration and 
license  plate  procedures;  modifying  the  registration  period  for  personalized  license 
plates  from the date  such plate  was issued;  authorizing county treasurers  to  charge 
increased fees for vehicle registration transactions; amending K.S.A. 8-145d and K.S.A. 
2025 Supp. 8-132 and repealing the existing sections, by Committee on Transportation.

REFERENCE OF BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS
The following bills and concurrent resolution were referred to Committees as indicated:
Assessment and Taxation: SB 378, SB 389; SCR 1619.
Commerce: SB 388.
Education: SB 381, SB 382, SB 383, SB 384, SB 385, SB 386.
Federal and State Affairs: SB 376, SB 377.
Utilities: SB 379, SB 380.

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR
The following appointments made by the Governor and submitted to the Senate for 

confirmation were introduced and their appointment letters read: 
Tonya Barta, CD1 Banker, State Banking Board (submitted January 16, 2026)
Jared Brown, CD4 Banker, State Banking Board (submitted January 16, 2026)
Darren Gragg, At-Large Banker, State Banking Board (submitted January 16, 2026) 
Liz  Miller,  Public  Member,  Kansas  Development  Finance  Authority  (submitted 

January 16, 2026) 
 Jacinda Zerr, CD3 Banker, State Banking Board (submitted January 16, 2026) 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
On motion of Senator Blasi, the Senate resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 

for consideration of bills  on the calendar under the heading of General  Orders with 
Senator Dietrich in the chair.

On motion of Senator Dietrich the following summary report was adopted:
SB 254 be passed as amended by adoption of the committee report. 
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SB 184 be passed as amended by adoption of the committee reports and as further 
amended by Committee of the Whole. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE ACTIONS
SB 184 be  amended  by  the  adoption  of  the  committee  amendments,  be  further 

amended by motion of Senator  Peck; on page 7,  in line 30, by striking "2025" and 
inserting "2026"

SB 254 be amended by the adoption of the committee amendments.
An amendment was offered by Senator Shallenburger on  SB 254. A ruling of the 

Chair was requested as to the germaneness of the amendment. The Chair of the Rules 
Committee ruled the amendment germane. The amendment was rejected. 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
MR. SPEAKER and MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee on conference on Senate 

amendments to HB 2347 submits the following report:
The House accedes to all  Senate amendments to the bill,  and your committee on 

conference  further  agrees  to  amend  the  bill  as  printed  with  Senate  Committee 
amendments, as follows: 

On page 1, following line 8, by inserting:
"New Section 1. (a) On or before July 1, 2027, the attorney general, in consultation 

with the office  of judicial  administration,  shall  approve one or more educational  or 
treatment programs regarding commercial sexual exploitation for use under K.S.A. 21-
5426,  21-6421,  21-6422  and  22-2909,  and  amendments  thereto,  and  as  otherwise 
permitted by law.

(b) (1) In accordance with the provisions of the rules and regulations filing act, 
K.S.A. 77-415 et seq., and amendments thereto, the attorney general shall adopt, amend 
and  revoke  rules  and  regulations  governing  the  educational  or  treatment  programs 
described in subsection (a), including, but not limited to:

(A) Criteria for the evaluation, approval and monitoring of such programs;
(B) any form required to implement such programs;
(C) any requirements for staff who will be directly providing services to clients of 

such programs; and
(D) any report,  record or other information that may be required to be kept and 

maintained by such programs.
(2) On  or  before  January  1,  2027,  the  attorney  general  shall  adopt  rules  and 

regulations  required  for  the  approval  and  operation  of  the  educational  or  treatment 
programs described in subsection (a).

New Sec. 2. (a) Unlawful use of a laser pointer is knowingly directing light from a 
laser pointer at:

(1) A law enforcement officer while such officer is engaged in the performance of 
such officer's duties; or

(2) an aircraft in flight or the flight path of an aircraft.
(b) Unlawful use of a laser pointer as defined in:
(1) Subsection (a)(1) is a class A person misdemeanor; and
(2) subsection (a)(2) is a severity level 9, person felony.
(c) The provisions of subsection (a)(2) shall not apply to:
(1) Any  person  who  is  authorized  by  an  aircraft  manufacturer  or  the  federal 
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aviation administration to conduct research and development or flight test operations 
while such person is conducting research and development or flight test operations;

(2) members or elements of the department of defense or department of homeland 
security  acting  in  an  official  capacity  for  the  purpose  of  research,  development, 
operations, testing or training; or

(3) an individual using a laser emergency signaling device to send an emergency 
distress signal.

(d) As used in this section, "laser pointer" means a device that emits light amplified 
by the stimulated emission of radiation that is visible to the human eye.

(e) A person who violates the provisions of this section may also be prosecuted for, 
convicted of and punished for assault or battery.

(f) This section shall be a part of and supplemental to the Kansas criminal code.
Sec. 3. K.S.A. 12-4106 is hereby amended to read as follows: 12-4106. (a) The 

municipal judge shall have the power to administer the oaths and enforce all orders, 
rules  and  judgments  made  by  such municipal  judge,  and  may fine or  imprison for 
contempt in the same manner and to the same extent as a judge of the district court.

(b) The municipal  judge  shall  have  the  power  to  hear  and  determine  all  cases 
properly brought before such municipal judge to: Grant continuances; sentence those 
found guilty to a fine or confinement in jail, or both; commit accused persons to jail in 
default of bond; determine applications for parole; release on probation; grant time in 
which a fine may be paid; correct a sentence; suspend imposition of a sentence; set 
aside a judgment; permit time for post trial motions; and discharge accused persons.

(c) The municipal judge shall maintain a docket in which every cause commenced 
before such municipal judge shall be entered. Such docket shall contain the names of 
the accused persons and complainant, the nature or character of the offense, the date of 
trial,  the  names of  all  witnesses  sworn and examined,  the  finding of  the  court,  the 
judgment and sentence, the date of payment, the date of issuing commitment, if any, 
and every other fact necessary to show the full proceedings in each case.

(d) The  municipal  judge  shall  promptly  make  such  reports  and  furnish  the 
information requested by any departmental justice or the judicial administrator, in the 
manner and form prescribed by the supreme court.

(e) The municipal judge shall ensure that information concerning dispositions of 
city  ordinance  violations  that  result  in  convictions  comparable  to  convictions  for 
offenses  under  Kansas  criminal  statutes  is  forwarded  to  the  Kansas  bureau  of 
investigation central repository. This information shall be transmitted, on a form or in a 
format approved by the attorney general, within 30 days of final disposition.

(f) In  all  cases  alleging  a  violation  of  a  city  ordinance  prohibiting  the  acts 
prohibited by K.S.A. 8-2,144, 8-1567, 21-6419 or 32-1131 or K.S.A. 21-6419 or 21-
6421,  and  amendments  thereto,  the  municipal  court  judge  shall  ensure  that  the 
municipal court reports the filing and disposition of such case to the Kansas bureau of 
investigation central repository, and, on and after July 1, 2014, reports the filing and 
disposition of such case electronically to the Kansas bureau of investigation central 
repository.

(g) In all  cases  in  which  a  fine  is  imposed  for  a  violation of  a  city  ordinance 
prohibiting the acts prohibited by K.S.A. 8-2,144 or 8-1567 or K.S.A. 21-6421, and 
amendments thereto, the municipal court judge shall ensure that the municipal court 
remits the appropriate amount of such fine to the state treasurer as provided in K.S.A. 
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12-4120, and amendments thereto.
Sec. 4. K.S.A. 12-4120 is hereby amended to read as follows: 12-4120. (a) On and 

after July 1, 2012, The amount of $250 from each fine imposed for a violation of a city 
ordinance prohibiting the acts prohibited by K.S.A. 8-1567 or 8-2,144, and amendments 
thereto,  shall  be  remitted by  the judge  or  clerk of  the  municipal  court  to  the  state 
treasurer  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  K.S.A.  75-4215,  and  amendments 
thereto. Upon receipt of each such remittance, the state treasurer shall credit the entire 
amount  to  the  community  corrections  supervision  fund  established  by  K.S.A.  75-
52,113, and amendments thereto.

(b) One-half of each fine imposed for a violation of a city ordinance prohibiting the 
acts prohibited by K.S.A. 21-6421, and amendments thereto, shall be remitted by the 
judge  or  clerk  of  the  municipal  court  to  the  state  treasurer  in  accordance with the 
provisions of  K.S.A.  75-4215,  and amendments  thereto,  and the remainder  shall  be 
remitted as otherwise permitted by law. Upon receipt of each such remittance, the state 
treasurer shall credit the entire amount to the human trafficking victim assistance fund 
established by K.S.A. 75-758, and amendments thereto.

(c) On and after July 1, 2017,  The amount of $20 from each fine imposed for a 
violation  of  a  city  ordinance requiring  the use  of  safety belts  for  those  individuals 
required by K.S.A.  8-2503(a)(1),  and amendments  thereto,  shall  be  remitted by the 
judge  or  clerk  of  the  municipal  court  to  the  state  treasurer  in  accordance with the 
provisions of  K.S.A.  75-4215,  and  amendments  thereto.  Upon receipt  of  each such 
remittance, the state treasurer shall credit the entire amount to the seat belt safety fund 
established by K.S.A. 8-1,181, and amendments thereto.

Sec.  5. K.S.A.  12-4416  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows:  12-4416. (a)  A 
diversion agreement shall provide that if the defendant fulfills the obligations of the 
program described therein, as determined by the city attorney, the city attorney shall act 
to  have  the  criminal  charges  against  the  defendant  dismissed  with  prejudice.  The 
diversion agreement shall include specifically the waiver of all rights under the law or 
the constitution of Kansas or of the United States to counsel, a speedy arraignment, a 
speedy trial, and the right to trial by jury. The diversion agreement may include, but is 
not limited to, provisions concerning payment of restitution, including court costs and 
diversion costs, residence in a specified facility, maintenance of gainful employment, 
and  participation  in  programs  offering  medical,  educational,  vocational,  social  and 
psychological  services,  corrective  and  preventive  guidance  and  other  rehabilitative 
services. The diversion agreement shall state:

(1) The defendant's full name;
(2) the defendant's full name at the time the complaint was filed, if different from 

the defendant's current name;
(3) the defendant's sex, race and date of birth;
(4) the crime with which the defendant is charged;
(5) the date the complaint was filed; and
(6) the municipal court with which the agreement is filed.
(b) If a diversion agreement is entered into in lieu of further criminal proceedings 

on a complaint alleging a violation of a city ordinance prohibiting the acts prohibited by 
K.S.A. 21-6421, and amendments thereto, the agreement:

(1) Shall  include  a  requirement  that  the  defendant  pay  a  fine  specified  by  the 
agreement  in  an  amount  equal  to  an  amount  authorized  by  K.S.A.  21-6421,  and 
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amendments thereto; and
(2) may include a requirement that the defendant enter into and complete a suitable 

educational or treatment program regarding commercial sexual exploitation.
(c) If a diversion agreement is entered into in lieu of further criminal proceedings 

on  a  complaint  alleging  an  alcohol  related  offense,  the  diversion  agreement  shall 
include a stipulation, agreed to by the defendant and the city attorney, of the facts upon 
which the charge is based and a provision that if the defendant fails to fulfill the terms 
of the specific diversion agreement and the criminal proceedings on the complaint are 
resumed, the proceedings, including any proceedings on appeal, shall be conducted on 
the record of the stipulation of facts relating to the complaint. In addition, the agreement 
shall include a requirement that the defendant:

(1) Pay  a  fine  specified  by  the  agreement  in  an  amount  equal  to  an  amount 
authorized by K.S.A. 8-1567, and amendments thereto, for a first offense or, in lieu of 
payment of the fine, perform community service specified by the agreement, consonant 
with K.S.A. 8-1567, and amendments thereto; and

(2) participate in an alcohol and drug evaluation conducted by a licensed provider 
pursuant to K.S.A. 8-1008, and amendments thereto, and follow any recommendation 
made by the provider after such evaluation.

(d)(c) If the person entering into a diversion agreement is a nonresident, the city 
attorney shall transmit a copy of the diversion agreement to the division. The division 
shall forward a copy of the diversion agreement to the motor vehicle administrator of 
the person's state of residence.

(e)(d) If  the  city  attorney  elects  to  offer  diversion  in  lieu  of  further  criminal 
proceedings  on  the  complaint  and  the  defendant  agrees  to  all  of  the  terms  of  the 
proposed agreement, the diversion agreement shall be filed with the municipal court and 
the municipal court shall stay further proceedings on the complaint.  If the defendant 
declines to accept diversion, the municipal court shall resume the criminal proceedings 
on the complaint.

(f)(e) The  city  attorney  shall  forward  to  the  division  of  vehicles  of  the  state 
department of revenue a copy of the diversion agreement at the time such agreement is 
filed with the municipal court. The copy of the agreement shall be made available upon 
request to any county, district or city attorney or court.

Sec. 6. K.S.A. 21-5426 is hereby amended to read as follows: 21-5426. (a) Human 
trafficking is:

(1) Except as provided in  subsection (b)(4)  and (5),  the intentional  recruitment, 
harboring,  transportation,  provision  or  obtaining  of  a  person  for  labor  or  services, 
through the use of force, fraud or coercion for the purpose of subjecting the person to 
involuntary servitude or forced labor;

(2) intentionally benefitting benefiting financially or by receiving anything of value 
from participation in a venture that the person has reason to know has engaged in acts 
set forth in subsection (a)(1);

(3) knowingly coercing employment by obtaining or maintaining labor or services 
that are performed or provided by another person through any of the following:

(A) Causing or threatening to cause physical injury to any person;
(B) physically restraining or threatening to physically restrain another person;
(C) abusing or threatening to abuse the law or legal process;
(D) threatening to withhold food, lodging or clothing; or
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(E) knowingly destroying,  concealing,  removing,  confiscating or  possessing any 
actual or purported government identification document of another person; or

(4) knowingly holding another person in a condition of peonage in satisfaction of a 
debt owed the person who is holding such other person.

(b) Aggravated human trafficking is:
(1) Human trafficking, as defined in subsection (a), involving the commission or 

attempted  commission  of  kidnapping,  as  defined  in  K.S.A.  21-5408(a),  and 
amendments thereto;

(2) human trafficking, as defined in subsection (a), committed in whole or in part 
for the purpose of the sexual gratification of the defendant or another;

(3) human trafficking, as defined in subsection (a), resulting in a death;
(4) recruiting,  harboring,  transporting,  providing  or  obtaining,  by  any  means,  a 

child knowing that the child, with or without force, fraud, threat or coercion, will be 
used to engage in:

(A) Forced labor;
(B) involuntary servitude; or
(C) sexual  gratification  of  the  defendant  or  another  involving  the  exchange  of 

anything of value; or
(5) hiring a child by giving, or offering or agreeing  to give, anything of value to 

any person, to engage in manual or other bodily contact stimulation of the genitals of 
any person with the intent to arouse or gratify the sexual desires of the offender or 
another,  sexual  intercourse,  sodomy  or  any  unlawful  sexual  act,  and  the  offender 
recklessly disregards the age of the child.

(c) (1) Human trafficking is a severity level 2, person felony.
(2) Aggravated human trafficking is a severity level 1,  person felony,  except as 

provided in subsection (c)(3).
(3) Aggravated human trafficking or attempt, conspiracy or criminal solicitation to 

commit aggravated human trafficking is an off-grid person felony, when the offender is 
18 years of age or older and the victim is less than 14 years of age.

(4) In addition to any other sentence imposed, a person convicted under subsection 
(c)(1) shall be fined not less than $2,500 nor more than $5,000. In addition to any other 
sentence imposed, a person convicted under subsection (c)(2) or (c)(3) shall be fined 
not less than $5,000. All fines collected pursuant to this section shall be remitted to the 
human trafficking victim assistance fund created by K.S.A. 75-758, and amendments 
thereto.

(5) In  addition  to  any  other  sentence  imposed,  for  any  conviction  under  this 
section,:

(A) Occurring prior to July 1, 2027, the court may order the person convicted to 
enter  into  and  complete  a  suitable  educational  or  treatment  program  regarding 
commercial sexual exploitation of a child; and

(B) occurring on or after July 1, 2027, the court may order the person convicted to 
enter into and complete an educational or treatment program approved by the attorney 
general pursuant to section 1, and amendments thereto, regarding commercial sexual 
exploitation.

(d) If the offender is 18 years of age or older and the victim is less than 14 years of 
age, the provisions of:

(1) K.S.A. 21-5301(c), and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a violation of 
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attempting  to  commit  the  crime  of  aggravated  human  trafficking  pursuant  to  this 
section;

(2) K.S.A. 21-5302(d), and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a violation of 
conspiracy  to  commit  the  crime  of  aggravated  human  trafficking  pursuant  to  this 
section; and

(3) K.S.A. 21-5303(d), and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a violation of 
criminal solicitation to commit the crime of aggravated human trafficking pursuant to 
this section.

(e) It shall be an affirmative defense to any prosecution under subsection (b)(4) or 
(5) that the defendant:

(1) Was under 18 years of age at the time of the violation; and
(2) committed the violation because such defendant, at the time of the violation, 

was subjected to human trafficking or aggravated human trafficking, as defined by this 
section.

(f) It shall not be a defense to a charge of aggravated human trafficking, as defined 
in subsection (b)(4) or (5), that:

(1) The victim consented or willingly participated in the forced labor, involuntary 
servitude or sexual gratification of the defendant or another; or

(2) the offender had no knowledge of the age of the victim.
(g) A person who violates the provisions of this section may also be prosecuted for, 

convicted of, and punished for commercial sexual exploitation of a child, as defined by 
K.S.A. 21-6422, and amendments thereto, or for any form of homicide.

(h) The provisions of this section shall not apply to the use of the labor of any 
person incarcerated in a state or county correctional facility or city jail.

(i) As used in this section:
(1) "Child" means a person under 18 years of age; and
(2) "peonage" means a condition of involuntary servitude in which the victim is 

forced to work for another person by the use or threat of physical restraint or physical 
injury, or by the use or threat of coercion through law or the legal process."; 

On page 2, in line 31, by striking "2024"; in line 32, by striking "Supp."; following 
line 40, by inserting:

"Sec.  8. K.S.A.  21-5828  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows:  21-5828. (a) 
Criminal use of a financial card or gift card is any of the following acts done with intent 
to defraud and to obtain money, goods, property or services:

(1) Using a financial card without the consent of the cardholder;
(2) using a financial card, or the number or description thereof, which has been 

revoked or canceled; or
(3) using a falsified, mutilated, altered or nonexistent financial card or a number or 

description thereof;
(4) acquiring  or  retaining  possession  of  a  gift  card  or  gift  card  redemption 

information without the consent of the cardholder, gift card issuer or gift card seller; or
(5) altering or tampering with a gift card.
(b) Criminal use of a financial card or gift card is a:
(1) Severity level 7,  nonperson felony if  the money, goods, property or services 

obtained within any seven-day period are of the value of $25,000 or more;
(2) severity level 9,  nonperson felony if  the money,  goods,  property or services 

obtained within any seven-day period are of the value of at least $1,000 but less than 
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$25,000; and
(3) class  A nonperson  misdemeanor  if  the  money,  goods,  property  or  services 

obtained within a seven-day period are of the value of less than $1,000.
(c) As used in this section:
(1) "Cardholder" means:
(A) The person or entity to whom or for whose   benefit a financial card is issued; or  
(B) the person to whom a physical or virtual gift card is issued or any person who 

has agreed with the card issuer to pay obligations arising from the issuance of a gift 
card to another person;

(2) "closed-loop  gift  card"  means  a  card,  code  or  device  that  is  issued  to  a 
consumer on a prepaid basis primarily for personal, family or household purposes in a 
specified amount,    regardless of whether that amount may be increased or reloaded in   
exchange for payment, and is redeemable upon presentation by a consumer at a single 
merchant or group of affiliated   merchants;  

(3) "financial  card"  means  an  identification  card,  plate,  instrument,  device  or 
number issued by a business organization authorizing the cardholder to purchase, lease 
or otherwise obtain money, goods, property or services or to conduct other financial 
transactions; and

(2) "cardholder"  means  the  person  or  entity  to  whom  or  for  whose  benefit  a 
financial card is issued

(4) "gift card" means a physical or digital closed-loop gift card or open-loop gift 
card that is either activated or inactivated;

(5) "gift card issuer" means any person that issues a gift card or the agent of that 
person with respect to such card;

(6) "gift card redemption information" means information unique to each gift card 
that allows the cardholder to access, transfer or spend the funds on such gift card;

(7) "gift card seller" means a merchant that is engaged in the business of selling gift 
cards to consumers; and

(8) "open-loop gift card" means a card, code or device that is issued to a consumer 
on a   prepaid basis primarily for personal, family or household purposes in a specified   
amount, regardless of whether that amount may be increased or reloaded in exchange 
for payment, and is   redeemable upon presentation at multiple unaffiliated merchants for   
goods or services within the payment card network.

(d) For the purposes of subsection (a)(2), a financial card shall be deemed canceled 
or  revoked  when notice  in  writing  thereof  has  been  received  by  the  named holder 
thereof as shown on such financial card or by the records of the company.

Sec. 9. K.S.A. 21-6421 is hereby amended to read as follows: 21-6421. (a) Buying 
sexual relations is knowingly:

(1) Entering  or  remaining  in  a  place  where  sexual  relations  are  being  sold  or 
offered for sale with intent to engage in manual or other bodily contact stimulation of 
the genitals of any person with the intent to arouse or gratify the sexual desires of the 
offender  or  another,  sexual  intercourse,  sodomy or  any  unlawful  sexual  act  with  a 
person selling sexual relations who is 18 years of age or older; or

(2) hiring a person selling sexual relations who is 18 years of age or older to engage 
in manual or other bodily contact stimulation of the genitals of any person with the 
intent  to  arouse  or  gratify  the  sexual  desires  of  the  offender  or  another,  sexual 
intercourse, sodomy or any unlawful sexual act.
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(b) (1) Buying sexual relations is a:
(A) Class A person misdemeanor, except as provided in subsection (b)(1)(B); and
(B) severity level 9, person felony when committed by a person who has, prior to 

the commission of the crime, been convicted of a violation of this section, or any prior 
version of this section.

(2) In addition to any other sentence imposed, a person convicted under this section 
shall be fined not less than $1,200 $2,000 nor more than $5,000. One-half of all fines 
collected pursuant  to  this  section shall  be  remitted  to  the  human trafficking  victim 
assistance fund created by K.S.A. 75-758, and amendments thereto, and the remainder 
shall be remitted as otherwise provided by law.

(3) In  addition  to  any  other  sentence  imposed,  for  any  conviction  under  this 
section,:

(A) Occurring prior to July 1, 2027, the court may shall order the person convicted 
to  enter  into  and  complete  a  suitable  educational  or  treatment  program  regarding 
commercial sexual exploitation; and

(B) occurring on or after July 1, 2027, the court shall order the person convicted to 
enter into and complete an educational or treatment program approved by the attorney 
general pursuant    to section 1, and amendments thereto, regarding commercial sexual   
exploitation.

(c) (1) For the purpose of determining whether a conviction is a first,  second or 
subsequent conviction in sentencing under this section:

(1) Convictions for a violation of this section, or any prior version of this section, 
or a violation of an ordinance of any city or resolution of any county which prohibits 
the acts  that this section prohibits,  or entering into a diversion agreement in lieu of 
further criminal proceedings on a complaint alleging any such violations, shall be taken 
into account; and

(2) A person  may  enter  into  a  diversion  agreement  in  lieu  of  further  criminal 
proceedings for a violation of this section or an ordinance which prohibits the acts of 
this section only once during the person's lifetime.

(2) A person shall not enter into a diversion agreement in lieu of further criminal 
proceedings for a violation of this section if such person has entered into a diversion 
agreement  for  a  violation of  an ordinance that  prohibits  the  acts  prohibited by this 
section that occurred prior to July 1, 2026.

(d) (1) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed as preventing any city 
from  enacting  ordinances,  or  any  county  from  adopting  resolutions,  declaring  acts 
prohibited or made unlawful by this act as unlawful or prohibited in such city or county 
and prescribing penalties for violation thereof.

(2) The minimum penalty prescribed by any such ordinance or resolution shall not 
be less than the minimum penalty prescribed by this section for the same violation, and 
the  maximum  penalty  in  any  such  ordinance  or  resolution  shall  not  exceed  the 
maximum penalty prescribed for the same violation.

Sec.  10. K.S.A.  21-6422  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows:  21-6422. (a) 
Commercial sexual exploitation of a child is knowingly:

(1) Hiring a person younger than 18 years of age by giving, or offering or agreeing 
to give, anything of value to any person, to engage in a manual or other bodily contact 
stimulation of the genitals of any person with the intent to arouse or gratify the sexual 
desires of the offender or another, sexual intercourse, sodomy or any unlawful sexual 
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act;
(2) establishing,  owning,  maintaining or managing  any property,  whether real or 

personal, where sexual relations are being sold or offered for sale by a person younger 
than 18 years of age, or participating in the establishment, ownership, maintenance or 
management thereof; or

(3) permitting any property, whether real or personal, partially or wholly owned or 
controlled by the defendant to be used as a place where sexual relations are being sold 
or offered for sale by a person who is younger than 18 years of age.

(b) (1) Commercial sexual exploitation of a child is a:
(A) Severity level 4, person felony, except as provided in subsections (b)(1)(B) and 

(b)(2); and
(B) severity level 2, person felony when committed by a person who has, prior to 

the commission of the crime, been convicted of a violation of this section, except as 
provided in subsection (b)(2).

(2) Commercial sexual exploitation of a child or  attempt, conspiracy or criminal 
solicitation to commit commercial sexual exploitation of a child is an off-grid person 
felony when the offender is 18 years of age or older and the victim is less than 14 years 
of age.

(3) In addition to any other sentence imposed, a person convicted under subsection 
(b)(1)(A) shall be fined not less than $2,500 nor more than $5,000. In addition to any 
other sentence imposed, a person convicted under subsection (b)(1)(B) or (b)(2) shall be 
fined not less than $5,000. All fines collected pursuant to this section shall be remitted 
to  the  human  trafficking  victim  assistance  fund  created  by  K.S.A.  75-758,  and 
amendments thereto.

(4) In  addition  to  any  other  sentence  imposed,  for  any  conviction  under  this 
section,:

(A) Occurring prior to July 1, 2027,  the court may order the person convicted to 
enter  into  and  complete  a  suitable  educational  or  treatment  program  regarding 
commercial sexual exploitation of a child; and

(B) occurring on or after July 1, 2027, the court may order the person convicted to 
enter into and complete an educational or treatment program approved by the attorney 
general pursuant to section 1, and amendments thereto, regarding commercial sexual 
exploitation.

(c) If the offender is 18 years of age or older and the victim is less than 14 years of 
age, the provisions of:

(1) K.S.A. 21-5301(c), and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a violation of 
attempting to commit the crime of commercial sexual exploitation of a child pursuant to 
this section;

(2) K.S.A. 21-5302(d), and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a violation of 
conspiracy to commit the crime of commercial sexual exploitation of a child pursuant to 
this section; and

(3) K.S.A. 21-5303(d), and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a violation of 
criminal solicitation to commit the crime of commercial sexual exploitation of a child 
pursuant to this section.

Sec. 11. K.S.A. 22-2909 is hereby amended to read as follows: 22-2909. (a) (1) A 
diversion agreement shall provide that if the defendant fulfills the obligations of the 
program described therein, as determined by the attorney general or county or district 
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attorney,  such attorney shall  act  to  have the criminal  charges  against  the  defendant 
dismissed with prejudice. The diversion agreement shall include specifically the waiver 
of all rights under the law or the  constitution of Kansas or of the United States to a 
speedy arraignment, preliminary examinations and hearings, and a speedy trial, and in 
the case of diversion under subsection (c) waiver of the rights to counsel and trial by 
jury. The diversion agreement may include, but is not limited to, provisions concerning:

(A) Payment of restitution, including court costs and diversion costs;
(B) residence in a specified facility;
(C) maintenance of gainful employment;
(D) participation in programs offering medical, educational, vocational, social and 

psychological  services,  corrective  and  preventive  guidance  and  other  rehabilitative 
services; and

(E) supervision  by  the  county  or  district  attorney,  or  by  court  services  or 
community correctional services pursuant to a memorandum of understanding entered 
into by the county or district attorney pursuant to K.S.A. 22-2907, and amendments 
thereto, including the diversion supervision fee and urinalysis costs described in K.S.A. 
22-2907, and amendments thereto, when applicable.

(2) If  a  county  creates  a  local  fund  under  the  property  crime  restitution  and 
compensation act, a county or district attorney may require in all diversion agreements 
as a condition of diversion the payment of a diversion fee in an amount not to exceed 
$100.  Such  fees  shall  be  deposited  into  the  local  fund  and  disbursed  pursuant  to 
recommendations of  the local board under the property crime restitution and victims 
compensation act.

(3) If the attorney general enters into a diversion agreement:
(A) Any diversion  costs  or  fees  collected  pursuant  to  such  agreement  shall  be 

deposited in the fraud and abuse criminal prosecution fund established by K.S.A. 75-
765, and amendments thereto; and

(B) the attorney general may enter into agreements with the appropriate county or 
district attorney or other appropriate parties regarding the supervision of conditions of 
such diversion agreement.

(b) The diversion agreement shall state:
(1) The defendant's full name;
(2) the defendant's full name at the time the complaint was filed, if different from 

the defendant's current name;
(3) the defendant's sex, race and date of birth;
(4) the crime with which the defendant is charged;
(5) the date the complaint was filed; and
(6) the district court with which the agreement is filed.
(c) If a diversion agreement is entered into in lieu of further criminal proceedings 

on a complaint  alleging a violation of K.S.A. 8-1567,  and amendments  thereto,  the 
diversion  agreement  shall  include  a  stipulation,  agreed  to  by  the  defendant,  the 
defendant's  attorney if  the  defendant is  represented by an attorney and the attorney 
general or county or district attorney, of the facts upon which the charge is based and a 
provision  that  if  the  defendant  fails  to  fulfill  the  terms  of  the  specific  diversion 
agreement and the criminal proceedings on the complaint are resumed, the proceedings, 
including any proceedings on appeal, shall be conducted on the record of the stipulation 
of facts relating to the complaint. In addition, the agreement shall include a requirement 
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that the defendant:
(1) Pay  a  fine  specified  by  the  agreement  in  an  amount  equal  to  an  amount 

authorized by K.S.A. 8-1567, and amendments thereto, for a first offense or, in lieu of 
payment  of  the  fine,  perform  community  service  specified  by  the  agreement,  in 
accordance with K.S.A. 8-1567, and amendments thereto; and

(2) participate in an alcohol and drug evaluation conducted by a licensed provider 
pursuant to K.S.A. 8-1008, and amendments thereto, and follow any recommendation 
made by the provider after such evaluation.

(d) If a diversion agreement is entered into in lieu of further criminal proceedings 
on a complaint alleging a domestic violence offense, as defined in K.S.A. 21-5111, and 
amendments  thereto,  the  diversion  agreement  shall  include  a  requirement  that  the 
defendant  undergo  a  domestic  violence  offender  assessment  and  follow  all 
recommendations  unless  otherwise  agreed  to  with  the  prosecutor  in  the  diversion 
agreement.  The defendant  shall  be  required to  pay for  such  assessment  and,  unless 
otherwise agreed to with the prosecutor in the diversion agreement, for completion of 
all recommendations.

(e) If a diversion agreement is entered into in lieu of further criminal proceedings 
on a complaint alleging a violation other than K.S.A. 8-1567, and amendments thereto, 
the  diversion  agreement  may include a  stipulation,  agreed to  by the defendant,  the 
defendant's  attorney if  the  defendant is  represented by an attorney and the attorney 
general or county or district attorney, of the facts upon which the charge is based and a 
provision  that  if  the  defendant  fails  to  fulfill  the  terms  of  the  specific  diversion 
agreement and the criminal proceedings on the complaint are resumed, the proceedings, 
including any proceedings on appeal, shall be conducted on the record of the stipulation 
of facts relating to the complaint.

(f) If the person entering into a diversion agreement is a nonresident, the attorney 
general or county or district attorney shall transmit a copy of the diversion agreement to 
the division. The division shall forward a copy of the diversion agreement to the motor 
vehicle administrator of the person's state of residence.

(g) If the attorney general or county or district attorney elects to offer diversion in 
lieu of further criminal proceedings on the complaint and the defendant agrees to all of 
the terms of the proposed agreement, the diversion agreement shall be filed with the 
district court and the district court shall stay further proceedings on the complaint. If the 
defendant  declines  to  accept  diversion,  the  district  court  shall  resume  the  criminal 
proceedings on the complaint.

(h) Except as provided in subsection (i), if a diversion agreement is entered into in 
lieu  of  further  criminal  proceedings  alleging  commission  of  a  misdemeanor  by  the 
defendant, while under 21 years of age, under K.S.A. 21-5701 through 21-5717, and 
amendments  thereto,  or  K.S.A.  41-719,  41-727,  41-804,  41-2719  or  41-2720,  and 
amendments  thereto,  the  agreement  shall  require  the  defendant  to  participate  in  an 
alcohol and drug evaluation conducted by a  licensed provider pursuant to K.S.A. 8-
1008, and amendments thereto, and follow any recommendation made by the provider 
after such evaluation.

(i) If the defendant is 18 or more years of age but less than 21 years of age and 
allegedly committed a violation of K.S.A. 41-727, and amendments thereto, involving 
cereal  malt  beverage,  the  provisions  of  subsection  (h)  are  permissive  and  not 
mandatory.
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(j) If a diversion agreement is entered into in lieu of further criminal proceedings 
on a complaint alleging a violation of K.S.A. 21-6421, and amendments thereto, the 
agreement shall include:

(1) Shall  include  A requirement  that  the  defendant  pay  a  fine  specified  by  the 
agreement  in  an  amount  equal  to  an  amount  authorized  by  K.S.A.  21-6421,  and 
amendments thereto; and

(2) (A) may includefor agreements entered into prior to July 1, 2027, a requirement 
that the defendant enter into and complete a suitable educational or treatment program 
regarding commercial sexual exploitation; and

(B) for agreements entered into on or after July 1, 2027, a requirement that the 
defendant enter into and complete an educational or treatment program approved by the 
attorney general pursuant to section 1, and amendments thereto, regarding commercial 
sexual exploitation.

(k) Except diversion agreements reported under subsection (l), the attorney general 
or county or district attorney shall forward to the Kansas bureau of investigation a copy 
of the diversion agreement at the time such agreement is filed with the district court. 
The copy of the agreement shall be made available upon request to the attorney general 
or any county, district or city attorney or court.

(l) At the time of filing the diversion agreement with the district court, the attorney 
general or county or district attorney shall forward to the division of vehicles of the 
state department of revenue a copy of any diversion agreement entered into in lieu of 
further criminal proceedings on a complaint alleging a violation of K.S.A. 8-1567, and 
amendments thereto. The copy of the agreement shall be made available upon request to 
the attorney general or any county, district or city attorney or court."; 

Also on page 2, in line 41, after "K.S.A." by inserting "12-4106, 12-4120, 12-4416, 
21-5426,"; also in line 41, by striking "is" and inserting ", 21-5828, 21-6421, 21-6422 
and 22-2909 are"; 

And by renumbering sections accordingly; 
On page 1, in the title, in line 1, after the semicolon by inserting "relating to crimes 

against  public  morals;  requiring  certain  offenders  to  complete  an  educational  or 
treatment program regarding commercial sexual exploitation and requiring the attorney 
general  to  approve  such  programs  in  consultation  with  the  office  of  judicial 
administration;  creating  the crime  of  unlawful  use  of  a  laser  pointer  and providing 
criminal penalties therefor; removing provisions  regarding city ordinances prohibiting 
buying sexual relations and increasing the criminal penalties therefor;"; in line 5, after 
the semicolon by inserting "modifying criminal use of a financial card to include certain 
conduct involving gift cards;"; also in line 5, after "K.S.A." by inserting "12-4106, 12-
4120, 12-4416, 21-5426,"; in line 6, after "21-5801" by inserting ", 21-5828, 21-6421, 
21-6422 and 22-2909"; also in line 6, by striking "section" and inserting "sections"; 

And your committee on conference recommends the adoption of this report.
KELLIE WARREN, KENNY TITUS, ETHAN CORSON―Conferees on part of Senate
SUSAN HUMPHRIES, LAURA WILLIAMS, DANIEL OSMAN―Conferees on part of House

Senator  Warren moved  the  Senate  adopt  the  Conference  Committee  Report  on 
HB 2347.
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On roll call, the vote was: Yeas 39; Nays 0; Present and Passing 0; Absent or Not 
Voting 1.

Yeas: Alley, Argabright, Billinger, Blasi,  Blew, Bowers, Bowser, Clifford, Corson, 
Dietrich, Erickson, Fagg, Faust Goudeau, Francisco, Gossage, Haley, Hill,  Holscher, 
Klemp,  Kloos,  Masterson,  Miller,  Murphy,  Owens,  Peck,  Petersen,  Pettey,  Rose, 
Ryckman, Schmidt, Shallenburger, Shane, Starnes, Sykes, Thomas, Thompson, Titus, 
Tyson, Warren.

Absent or Not Voting: Claeys.
The Conference Committee Report was adopted.

CHANGE OF REFERENCE
The President withdrew  S Sub  HB 2396 from the Calendar under the heading of 

General  Orders,  and  rereferred  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on Assessment  and 
Taxation.

The President withdrew HB 2340 from the Calendar under the heading of General 
Orders, and rereferred the bill to the  Committee on Commerce.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES
Committee on Utilities recommends SB 348 be amended on page 3, following line 

27, by inserting:
"(h) (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the customers of an electric 

public utility that is exempt from the jurisdiction of the state corporation commission 
pursuant  to  this  section  may elect  to  terminate  such  utility's  exemption  by  filing  a 
petition  requesting  an  election  to  terminate  the  utility's  exemption  pursuant  to  this 
section. Such petition shall be signed by not less than 10% of the customers of such 
exempt utility and filed with the board of trustees of the utility's parent cooperative. 
Notice of the proposition to terminate the utility's exemption pursuant to this section 
shall be presented to a meeting of the members of the parent cooperative, which shall be 
open to the customers of the exempt utility and held at a location in the service territory 
of  such  exempt  utility.  The  parent  cooperative  shall  provide  written  notice  to  the 
members of the parent cooperative and the customers of such exempt utility not less 
than 21 nor more than 45 days before the date of the meeting. Such written notice shall 
include the proposition to terminate such utility's exemption pursuant to this section and 
the time and location of the meeting.

(2) If the proposition to terminate the utility's exemption pursuant to this section is 
approved by the affirmative vote of not less than a majority of the customers of such 
exempt utility voting on the proposition, the parent cooperative shall notify the state 
corporation commission in writing of the results within 10 days after the date of the 
election. Voting on the proposition to terminate the utility's exemption pursuant to this 
section shall be by mail ballot. An election pursuant to this subsection may be held not 
more than once every two years."; 

On page 1, in the title, in line 12, after "rates" by inserting "; providing an option for 
the customers of such subsidiary utility to elect to terminate such exemption"; and the 
bill be passed as amended.

On  motion  of  Senator  Blasi,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  2:30  p.m.,  Wednesday, 
January 28, 2026.
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CHARLENE BAILEY, CINDY SHEPARD, Journal Clerks.
COREY CARNAHAN, Secretary of the Senate.
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