February 11, 2020

House Judiciary Committee
Honorable Chair, Rep. Fred Patton

Kathi Rakestraw, Committee Assistant — (785)296-5805

Written Testimony in support of House Bill 2306
by Cecelia Simon (child sexual abuse Survivor)

Dear Chair, Members of the Committee,

My name is Cecelia Simon. Thank you for allowing me to give my testimony regarding
House Bill 2306. This is the first time | ever told my childhood history outside my
childhood sexual abuse trauma therapist. In my story there will be no homecoming
queen, or sweet sixteen party. For legal purposes, time restraints, and public well-being
the following is not in detail and | will spare you the ungodly graphic testimony which |
experienced as a nine-year old girl.

| was raised in a small conservative town thirty minutes outside of Wichita, Kansas.
When | was eight years old my adopted parents accepted a job as house-parents for a
children’s group home owned by a large religious institution. Administration, mental
health, social workers, school, and female housing were located on a nineteen-acre
campus. Located a few miles away were two separate houses for male juvenile
delinquents. This group home provided twenty-four-hour care to juveniles from the
criminal system, mental health facilities, and state hospitals. A few placements were
private pay, but the majority were state funded. The goal was to reintegrate these
delinquent juveniles back into society.

Initially my parents worked and lived in one of the female houses on the nineteen-acre
campus. However, after a few months we were moved off campus to one of the male
houses. At the age of nine years old, with the approval of licensed professionals
employed by this religious group home, | lived twenty-four hours a day, five days a week
with eight to ten male juvenile delinquents ranging in ages thirteen to eighteen years of
age.

From nine to twelve years of age | was raped vaginally and sodomized, forced to
perform oral copulation, tortured, coerced, threatened, and physically abused by these
older male juvenile delinquents. They might as well have sent me to live in a prison
environment and let the individuals convicted of molesting children raise me.



My adopted mother suffered from mental illness, making it easier for me to be groomed
and impossible for me to ask for help. An undisputed fact -Sexually abused children do
not have words, nor the power to tell, so they begin acting out. | was no different. At a
young age | exhibited bed-wetting, lying, running away, below standard social and
academic performance, depression, and anxiety symptoms. | was sent for counseling to
the institution’s male psychiatrist. This male psychiatrist also gave therapy to the male
juvenile predators living in the house with me. Whenever, | showed these signs of
distress my adopted mother iashed out at me with mental, emotional and physical
abuse. For one of my punishments my adopted mother locked me in a storage room
with no toilet, water, or lights. To stop this cruel punishment, | scratched the insides of
my forearms until [ was bleeding. She never locked me in that room again but a male
administrator from campus was sent to spend time with me. I do not understand why
they sent a strange man to spend time alone with a little girl. Of course, since | was
groomed not to say anything, | could not find the strength to tell this strange adult male.
t was so terrified and molded by the abuse of the male predators | could not even teli
my adopted father. All | needed was for just one of these licensed professionals who
worked for the institution to care enough or even use some common sense to look at
my situation. The adult licensed professionals knew | was in trouble, they knew
something was going on in that house with those male juvenile predators. These adult
licensed professionals knew they were breaking laws, ignoring ethics and ignoring their
responsibilities to a child. These adult licensed professionals made the choice to risk a
little girl’s safety and life to keep their money and status. The institutions and
authorities in town believed lies told by my adopted mentally ill mother, the older male
juvenile delinquents, the professionals employed by the religious institution, social
workers and mental health providers employed by the religious institution. | was labeled
white-trash, crazy, a liar, stupid, worthless, a sinner, and a whore. Teachers, law
enforcement and medical providers, in that small conservative town turned their backs
on a little girl that needed help. At a young age | learned that the predators were right:
no one would ever believe me, no one would help me, not even God. They took my
virginity, my innocence, a huge piece of my soul that [ will never recover.

As a result of my tragic childhood my teen years were spent surviving further sexuai
victimization, drug abuse, an eating disorder, violence and teen pregnancy. Alone as a
young adult, single mother of two children, | survived poverty, and domestic violence. |
battled becoming a statistical victim of our; financial, religious, criminal, medical, mental
health, educational and political systems not designed to assist helping sexual abuse
survivors. Now at the age of forty-nine | am struggling to understand and learning to
apply a working definition of the word, “safe”.



My whole life I spent alone fighting and surviving this tragic story. | suppressed the
traumatic events of my childhood so that | could try to live like everyone else. Off and
on throughout my life, | have sought professional help involving other issues which were
without a doubt manifested by the initial trauma as a little girl. | never once dove into
the root cause while in therapy as these memories were suppressed and buried deep. |
struggled with suicide ideation for 41 years not understanding it, never telling anyone,
not even my husband. Six years ago, during one of my therapy sessions | merely
mentioned the group home without knowing my whole story. As a result, the therapist
wrote about it in her notes.

At the age of forty-eight for the first time in my life | ended up in the emergency room
on suicide watch. We finally became aware of why | needed help and most important
the specialized sexual trauma treatment | need to begin healing. Bittersweet as it was,
this life-threatening event brought together some of the repressed missing pieces of my
story. As aresult, | began intense therapy during the past year and half with a therapist
that specializes in sexual abuse. Through the specialized trauma therapy, | found the
inner strength and turned to the courts to help my family and | receive some type of
justice holding the institution liable and responsible for protecting a child. This
institution, licensed to be child experts, licensed to protect the most vulnerabie broke
several laws. They allowed a nine-year-old little girl to live with known male juvenile
delinquent predators. They did not allow those males to be alone with girls their same
age, they even had school on campus to protect the community’s children. So why
would they allow a little girl to stay and sleep in the same house with these documented
“monsters”? Due to the misrepresentation of a sentence as mentioned in a prior
paragraph, my case was dismissed because of the current Kansas Civil Statute of
Limitations which in effect says, “sorry, survivor you did not heal in time.”

According to current leading experts the average age of discovery is fifty-two years old.
It took me forty-one years to reveal the fragments of my story as a child which | am still
in the process of discovery. At the age of forty-nine as a childhood sexual abuse Survivor
suffering with post traumatic injury | am faced with an uncertain recovery. | will not ever
be able to recover the time I lost nor will | be able to give it back to my family; my brave,
beautiful family that painfuily stood sheltering me from further harm also deserves
justice.

Leading statistics still report ninety percent of survivors never come forward. | am
coming forward asking for your help with House Bill 2306. Allow the stories of myself,
other survivors and their families, to finally be told in court so that we can help lift the
burden by identifying child predators and the institutions that hide behind the current
Kansas Civil Statute of Limitations. Society’s need to identify and apprehend child



predators does not expire with time. A childhood sexual abuse Survivors access to
justice should not either. Support House 8ill 2306; Abolish the current childhood sexual
abuse Kansas Civil SOL for all childhood sexual abuse acts effective on the date itis
signed.

Please help me to have the opportunity to face in court those who are liable,
responsible and gave aid in the taking of my childhood, to hold those accountable who
had legal responsibility of protecting a child and to not allow anyone or any institution
to be able to hide behind the current law.

“If you know the enemy and know yourself, you need not fear the result of a hundred
battles. If you know yourself but not the enemy, for every victory gained you will also

suffer a defeat. If you know neither the enemy nor yourself, you will succumb in every
battle.”

— Sun Tzu, The Art of War

Thank you for your time, -
Cecelia Simon- child sexual abuse Survivor

Attached is a list of individuals who have signed a Change.org letter in support of HB
2306.

Recipient Fred Patton, Bradley Ralph, John Carmichael, Emil Bergquist, Jesse Burris,

Pam Curtis, Randy Garber, Dennis "Boog" Highberger, Susan Humphries,
Annie Kuether, Stephen Owens, Mark Samsel, Kellie War...

Letter: Greetings,

Support House Bill 2306

Abolish the current Civil Statute of Limitations for all acts of Child Sexual
Abuse in Kansas starting on the date the bill is signed.

Allowing our stories to be heard in court will help us create better
institutional practice policies and laws protecting our most vulnerable.
Society's need to identify and apprehend child predators does not expire
with time. A Survivor’s access to justice should not either.
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