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MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON __ G _O _V_E _R _N_M _E _N_T _A _L _O_R_G __ A_N_I_ZA----T-"-I-'-O-"-'N _____ _ 

The meeting was called to order by _________ S_ e_n _a_t_ o_r _ L_ a_n _a _ O_l---'e'-e"-n ___________ _ 
Chairperson 

at 

1:30 Y�/ March 2 a�m. p.m. on -------------------� 19__§_�n room 531-N of the Capitol. 

All members were present except: 

Committee staff present: 

Senator Moran, excused 
Senator Strick, absent 
Senator Gaines, absent 

Julian Efird - Research 
Jill Wolters - Revisor 
Nancy Jones - Secretary 

Conferees appearing before the committee: David Wi llsie, Human Resources 
Glenn Coulter, Kansas Contractors Asso. 
Kathy Marney, Mechanical Contractors 
Tom Slattery, General Contractors of Kansas 
Senator Paul Feleciano 
Laurie Rosenwasser, Harvest of America 
Richard Lopez, SER, Wichita, Ks. 
Eddie Gonzales, JUSTICA 
Natalie Camacho, HALSA 
Lynn Chavez, HALO 
Phil Cervano 
Robert Gomez, LULAC, President 
Jim Dehoff, Kansas AFL-CIO Topeka 
Jeannie Chavez Martinez, KACHA 

Vice-Chairman Bogina called the hearing to order and requested the numerous 
conferees to be concise and brief in their testimony due to limited time for 
bills to be heard. 

Hearings on: 

SB 224 - Excavation construction, maintanence and repair 

Dave Willsie stated it is the responsibility of the Department of Human Re
sources to inspect public works. Regulations presently enforced are in 
essence the existing OSHA standards. The Federal government has primacy in 
the private sector and the state has jurisdiction in the public sector re
garding regulations. This bill goes beyond OSHA by imposing criminal charges 
upon an employer should employee accidents or deaths occur on a construction 
site. 

Jim Dehoff supports SB 224 as Kansas needs explicit rules and regulations 
concerning safety practices. Due to funding cutbacks, j'ob inspections are 
limited to reports of unsafe practices, injury or death. Penalties enforced 
by the state would help eliminate most deaths and injuries in construction 
work. Passage of SB 224 was strongly urges. (Attachment 1) 

Glenn Coulter testified that OSHA provisions for trenching violations are 
tough and are enforced, therefore SB 224 is not needed. Mr. Coulter is 
alarmed by the severe criminal provisions provided by SB 224. This bill 
appears to single out one specific industry to be severely penalized. 

(Attachment 2) 

Kathy Marney stated the mechanical contractors feel OSHA regulations are 
designed well and stringent enough to protect employees without the creation 
of another agency for inspection purposes. {Attachment 3) 

Unles� specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not 

been transt'fibed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not 

been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for 

editing or corrections. Page _l _ of J._ 
















































































