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Date

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES

Sen. Bill Morris at

The meeting was called to order by _
Chairperson

9:00  am./AB¥ on February 19 19§§hynmn1_352&£1_0fHMsCmﬁmL

All members were present exEeqx:.

Committee staff present:

Hank Avila, Research Department
Fred Carman, Revisor
Louise Cunningham, Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee:

Sgt. Bill Jacobs, Kansas Highway Patrol
Sen. J. Norvell

Sen. R. Frey

Sen. J. Francisco

Mr. Kelly Wendeln, Chanute

On a motion from Sen. Francisco and a second from Sen. Martin, the Minutes
of February 14, 1985 were approved. Motion carried.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

The Chairman had received a request from the Trash Haulers' Association
to introduce a bill which would permit the haulers to go across certain
highways in order to get to their trash dumps.

A member of the committee said there would be objection if this included
manure or refuse from feed lots.

A motion was made by Sen. Walker to introduce the proposed legislation,
copy attached, (Attachment 1) as a committee bill. Motion was seconded
by Sen. Martin. Motion carried.

Sgt. Bill Jacobs, Kansas Highway Patrol, requested introduction of a
bill which would raise the fines on violators of gross weight on trucks.
If violators are caught they are now fined $35, but the fine is much higher
on bridges. With the $35 fine violators risk getting caught because the fine
is too low. They were requesting a stricter law for violators. A copy
of the proposed bill is attached. (Attachment 2).

A motion was made by Sen. Frev and seconded bv Sen. Vidricksen to intro-
duce the bill as a committee bill. Motion carried.

HEARING: ON:

S.B. 151 - Increase of maximum speed limits on controlled highways under
certain conditions.

Sen. Norvell said this was a triggering devise to increase the speed
on Kansas highways should the federal government remove the current speed
limit. This is currently under consideration in Washington. He felt a law
should be on the Kansas books in case a federal law should pass. The current
speed limits are not realistic and are not enforced. A copy of his state-
ment is attached. (Attachment 3).

Sen. Frey also spoke in support of the bill. He said it was not a
partisan issue and the current speed limit causes problems in western Kansas.
He said a whole generation of Kansans now have no respect for the current law

because the 55 mile speed limit is not enforced. There is a variation on
what different law officers will allow. Fuel economy is no longer an issue,
with the automobiles being more fuel efficient. He said the passage of a

mandatory seat belt law would be a greater factor in saving lives than the
speed limit.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not
been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not
been submitted to the individuals appearing before the committee for
editing or corrections.
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Kelly Wendeln, Chanute, spoke in favor of raising‘the speed limit. He
said other countries had much higher speed limits than the U.S. and yet -
our highways were built for more speed and safety than European roads.
He submitted a copy of Continental Speed Limits dated May/June 1981 and
State Automobile Speed Limits dated 1974 which showed much higher speed limits.
A copy is attached. (Attachment 4).

Mr. Wendeln also submitted an article from the WicChita Eagle dated
September 17, 1974 which stated that in England when the speed limits
were increased to 70 m.p.h.,as they were before the petroleum shortage,
the accident rate did not increase. A copy of this article is attached.
(Attachment 5).

Mr. Wendeln submitted an article from the Wichita Eagle dated April
11, 1981 in which the Nevada Legislature approved a $5.00 fine for speeding
up to 70 m.p.h. A copy of this article is attached. (Attachment 6).

Mr. Wendeln was questioned as to how many times he had been arrested
in Kansas for exceeding the speed limit and he said about twelve times.

S.B. 209 -~ Concerning speed limitsson highways.

Sen. Francisco said his bill was very similar +to S.B. 151. He said
however, the speed limit would remain at 55 for trucks. He said this
was at the request of the motor carriers. He said the increased speed

would be better for driving on the turnpikes and the flat areas of western
Kansas.

The Department of Transportation submitted a memorandum expressing concern
with the bills because they would establish the maximum speed by statute and
this was a departure from the current provision which authorizes the Secretary
of Transportation to establish the maximum speed limit by resolution. They
would also permit different types of vehicles to travel at different speeds.

A copy of the memorandum dated February 19, 1985 is attached. (Attachment 7).

Meeting was adjourned at 9:50 a.m.
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3y Committe2 on Trensoortation and Jtilities

AM ACT concerning motor venicles; axle weight limitations;
exzsmprions; amending Kelede 3-1701 and repealing the

existing sections

fe it anacted by the Le2gislature of the State of Xansas:

Section l» K«SeA. 8=-1901 is hereby amended to read as
follows: 353-13C01l. (2) It, shall pe unlawful for any person to
grive or move or for tn2 owner or lessee to cause or «nowingly
permit to ©De ariven or moved on any highway any vehicle or
combination of wvenicles of a size or weight exceeding the
lTimitations stated in article 15 of chapter 3 of Kansas Statutas
annotated or otherwise in violation of this article, and the
maximum size and weight of vehicles herein specifiad shall ne
lawful throujhout this states, and local authorities shall have no
power or authority to alter said limitations except as express
authority may pe granted in this article.

() Any person wviolating any of the provisions of article
15 of chanter 3 of the Xansas Statutes Annotatedy except for the

provisions of <e5.4. 2-1708 and 3-1903 and_amendments ther2toy

d in a3n amount nNot  TOo

[

n

@

shally upon conviction thereof, pe f

axceed Ftwe—-pnordred-dettars—{3595Y

33
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(c) 4any person vioiaring any of the orovisions ¢f Xe5e2.
6-1708 or 8-190%y shally upon a first conviction %thereof, =Ce
Fined tne2 applicable following a@mount from oney bDut not ooth of
the followiny scnedules for moving 2 gross vehicle or combination
of vzahicles weight in excess of the lawful maximum gross welight
for such vehicie or compination of wvehicles or for any axle or
tandemy triple or Juad axles thereof:

GRJSS WS IGHT SF VEHICLE

OR COMBINATION

(@)




For =2ach violation of any :ross weight linitation of a vehicle or
combination of vehicless an amount 2jual to the amount detarmined

xcass of

©

py 4applying the following schedule for each pound in
the Tawful limit:

Pounds iverweight Rate of Fins

UD tO 1l00Ueessecsescssssvcacssnsessssesssnsensescess’’s00

1001 t0 2000 essssssecccsocsasesnvenssnssesssld? p2r pount

2001 t0 5000 ecsessrssssssssssssnsenssssaecssd?l per poun

5001 20 T500eesesscsaseanscscsnsasnssvassasseesl(l Dar pound

7501 3NJd GVEOressseseessssessssssecsssessll? DT pDOUNT

5P0SS WrEIGHT ON aNY axiE
OR TAMNDEMs TRIPLE CR QUAD AXLES

For zach violation of any ross weight limitation on any axle oOr
tandemy triples or guad axles, an amount =gual to the amount
determined by applying the following schedule for each pound 1in
excess of the lswful gygross w2ight:

Pounds Sverweiant Race of Fine

up to lGOO-......-.....;......-.....-....».....SZBaOO

per pouni

L
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130}. to ZOOG.."......'.."....C...‘....’O
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2001 t0 5000 ensseenvsensnsssevasenssencesss pounc
5001 to 7500.............................72 p2r ooun?
T501 3Nd OVElaesssessssssnesssssssnssens UL pEr DoOUN:

Tor a second violation of this subsection {C)s within twe

years after a prior conviction of this subsections such persony

upon conviction shall be fined 1 1/Z times the applicable amount
from oney but not Hoths of the above schedules. For a third

viol:tion of tnis subs=2ction (c) within twa yearss after t-o
prior convictions of this supsections such persons ypon
conviction shall be fined two tigses the applicable apove amount
from oney but not sothy of tne above schedules. For « fourth and
@ach succeeding violation of this subsection (c) wWithin two years
after three prior convictions of this subsections such persony
upon conviction shall be fined 2 1/2 times thne applicable above
amount from onesy bBut not Hotits of tThe chove schecdulese.

(d) <Ixcept as otnerwise specifically provided in this 3ct,
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tha orovisions of article 19 of chapter 2 of <ans4as 5Statuts
Annotatea joverning sizey weignt and loas shall not apgly to fire
gpoaratusy road machinerys farm  tractors or to impl=aments of
nustrandry temgorarily @moved wupon a highway, or to a venicle
operated under the tarms or a currently wvalid special oermit

issu2d in accordance wWith Ke3esae ¢&—-1711 2and any amendments

theratos. Zxcept on_nijhways desiansted as part of the natinnal
system of interstace defense highwayss _the 4ross welght

limitation prescriced by article 19 of chapter 2 _of Yansas

Statutes _aAnnotated on__any axle or tancems triple or guad axles

shall not apply to trucks spacifically designed and_eguipped and

used exclusively for carbaggesy rofusa or solid waste disposal

operations when 1oaded with _uarbanes refuszs or wastes

(2) As used 1n this sectiony “conviction means a final
conviction without regard to ~h2ther sentenc2 was suspanded or
probation yranted after such <convictiony and a forfeiture of

bails bond or <collateral deposited to secure a defendant's

b
%}

sppearance in courts wWwhich forfeiture nas not been vacated,
equivalent to a conviction.

SeCe 2¢ Ke3eads 3=1301 is hereby repealed.

SeCe 3« This act shall taka effect and be in force from 3na

after its publication in tna statute DOOK.



Section 1. K.S.A. 8-142 is hereby amended to read as follows: 8-142. It
shall be unlawful for any person to commit any of the following acts:

First: To operate, or for the owner thereof knowingly to permit the opera-
tion, upon a highway of ahy vehicle, as defined in K.S.A. 8-126, which is not
registered, or for which a certificate of title has not been issued or which
does not have attached thereto and displayed thereon the number plate or plates
assigned thereto by the division for the current registration year, including
any registration decal required to be affixed to‘any such number plate pursuant
to K.S.A. 8-134, subject to the exemptions allowed in K.S.A. 8-135, 8-198 and
8-1751a and any amendments thereto.

Second: To display or cause or permit to be displayed, or to have in his or
her possession, any registration receipt, certificate of title, registration
number plate, or registration decal knowing the same to be fictitious or to have
been canceled, revoked, suspended or aitered.

Third: To lend to or knowingly permit the use by one not entitled thereto
any registration receipt, certificate of title, registration number plate or
registration decal issued to the person so lending or permitting the use
thereof.

Fourth: To fail or refuse to surrender to the division, upon demand, any
registration receipt, certificate of title, registration number plate or regis-
tration decal which has been suspended, canceled or revoked as in this act
provided.

Fifth: To use a false or fictitious name or address in any application for
a certificate of title, the registration of any vehicle or for any renewal or
duplicate thereof, or knowingly to make a false statement or knowingly to
conceal a material fact or otherwise commit a fraud in any such application.

Sixth: For the owner of a motor vehicle to file application for the
registration thereof, in any county other than the county in which the owner of
the vehicle resides or has a bona fide place of business, which place shall not
be an office or facility established or maintained solely for the purpose of ob-
taining registration.

Seventh: To operate on the highways of this state a vehicle or combination
of vehicles whose weight with cargo is in excess of the gross weight for which
the truck or truck tractor propelling the same is registered, except as provided
by K.S.A. 8-143 and subsections (a) to (f), inclusive, of K.S.A. 8-1911, or any
amendments thereto.

Any person violating this provision shall, upen a first conviction thereof,

be fined the applicable amount from the following schedule: VI

el




REGISTERED GROSS WEIGHT

For each violation of any registered gross weight limitation of a vehicle or

combination of vehicles, an amount equal to the amount determined by applying

the following schedule for each pound in excess of the lawful registered gross

weight Timit:

Pounds Overweight Rate of Fine
UP t0 1000, .. e e eee et enneeeeneeteanueaaaneeaanuesaauneenanns $25.00
1001 t0 2000, .t e ie e e e eieeceeeraeaeanseeensesnssnnsenseensans 3 per pound
2001 0 5000 . v vv s s e eee e eeeeeeeaaeeaanees .. 5 per pound
5001 t0 7500 .0 e uece e e ie s s iensueeanseaoseseseananeensoenss 7 per pound
7501 BNA OVeT i uiueucunseenoaneenesennnonnaseeonsensonsnenas 10 per pound

For a second violation of this provision, within two years after a prior

conviction of this provision, such person, upon conviction shall be fined 1 1/2

times the applicable amount from the above schedule. For a third violation of

this provision within two years, after two prior convictions of this provision,

such person, upon conviction shall be fined two times the applicable above amount

from the above schedule. For a fourth and each succeeding violation of this

provision within two years after three prior convictions of this provision, such

person, upon conviction shall be fined 2 1/2 times the applicable above amount

from the above schedule.

As used in this provision, “"conviction" means a final conviction without

regard to whether sentence was suspended or probation granted after such con-

viction, and a forfeiture of bail, bond or collateral deposited to secure a

defendant's appearance in court, which forfeiture has not been vacated, is

equivalent to a conviction.

Eighth: To operate a local truck or truck tractor which is registered for a
gross weight of more than eight thousand (8,000) pounds as a common or contract
carrier outside a radius of three (3) miles beyond the corporate limits of the
city or village in which such vehicle was based when registered and licensed or
to operate any other local truck or truck tractor licensed for a gross weight of
more than eight thousand (8,000) pounds outside a radius of twenty-five (25)
miles beyond the corporate limits of the city or village in which such vehicle
was based when registered and licensed, except as provided in subsection (2) of

K.S.A. 8-143 or as provided in K.S.A. 8-1431.



Ninth: To operate on the highways of this state a farm truck or farm
trailer other than to transport: (a) Agricultural products produced by such
owner; (b) commodities purchased by the owner for use on the farm owned or
rented by the owner of such vehicles; (c) commodities for religious or educa-
tional institutions being transported by the owner of such vehicles for charity
and without compensation of any kind, except as provided in subsection (c) of
K.S.A. 66-1,109, or any amendments thereto; or (d) sand, gravel, slag stone,
1imestone, crushed stone, cinders, black top, dirt or fill material to a town-
ship road maintenance or construction site of the township in which the owner of
such truck resides.

Tenth: To operate on the highways of this state any truck or truck tractor
without the current quarter of license fees being paid thereon.

Eleventh: To operate on the highways of this state a truck or truck tractor
without carrying in the cab a copy of the registration receipt for such vehicle
or without having painted or otherwise durably marked on said vehicle on both
sides thereof, the gross weight for which said vehicle is licensed and the name
and address of the owner thereof, except as provided in K.S.A. 8-143e, or any
amendments thereto.

Twelfth: To operate on the highways of this state a farm trailer carrying
more than six thousand (6,000) pounds without the same being registered and the
registration fees paid thereon.

Thirteenth: To operate more than six thousand (6,000) miles in any calendar

“year any truck or truck tractor which has been registered and licensed to oper-
ate not more than six thousand (6,000) miles in such calendar year, as provided
in subsection (2) of K.S.A. 8-143, unless the additional fee required by said
subsection (2) has been paid.

Fourteenth: For any owner who has registered a truck or truck tractor on
the basis of operating not more than six thousand (6,000) miles to fail to keep
the records required by the director of vehicles, or to fail to comply with
rules and requlations of the secretary of revenue relating to such registration.

Sec. 2. K.S.A. 1984 Supp. 8-2107 is hereby amended to read as follows:
8-2107. (a) (1) Notwithstanding any other provisions of the uniform act regulat-
ing traffic on highways, when a person is stopped by a police officer for an& of
the offenses described in subsection (e) and such person is not immediately
taken before a judge of the district court, the police officer may require the
person stopped, subject to the provisions of subsection (c), to deposit with the

officer a valid Kansas driver's license in exchange for a receipt therefor



issued by such police officer, the form of which shall be approved by the divi-
sion of vehicles. Such receipt shall be recognized as a valid temporary Kansas
driver's license authorizing the operation of a motor vehic1e.by the person
stopped until the date of the hearing stated on the receipt. The driver's license
and a written copy of the notice to appear shall be delivered by the police
officer to the court having jurisdiction of the offense charged as soon as rea-
sonably possible. If the hearing on such charge is continued for any reason,
the judge may note on the receipt the date to which such hearing has been con-
tinued and such receipt shall be recognized as a valid temborary Kansas driver's
license until such date, but in no event shall such receipt be recognized as a
valid Kansas driver's license for a period longer than 30 days from the date set
for the original hearing. Any person who has deposited a driver's license with
a police officer under this subsection (a) sha11 have such license returned upon
final determination of the charge against such person.

(2) In the event the person stopped deposits a valid Kansas driver's
license with the police officer and fails to appear in the district court on the
date set for appearance, or any continuance thereof, and in any event within 30
days from the date set for the original hearing, the court shall forward such
person's driver's license to the division of vehicles with an appropriate expla-
nation attached thereto. Upon receipt of such person's driver's license, the
division shall suspend such person's privilege to operate a motor vehicle in
this state until such perscon appears before the court having jurisdiction of the
offense charged, the court makes a final disposition thereof and notice of such
disposition is given by the court to the division. No new or duplicate license
shall be issued to any such person until such notice of disposition has been
received by the division. The provisions of K.S.A. 8-256 and amendments thereto,
limiting the suspension of a license to one year, shall not apply to suspensions
for failure to appear as provided in this subsection (a).

(b) No person shall apply for a duplicate or new driver's license prior to
the return of such person's original license which has been deposited in lieu of
bond under this section. Violation of this subsection (b) is a class C mis-
demeanor. The division may suspend such person's driver's Tlicense for a period
of not to exceed one year from the date the division receives notice of the
disposition of the person's charge as provided in subsection (a).

(c) (1) 1In lieu of depositing a valid Kansas driver's license with the
stopping police officer as provided in subsection (a), the person stopped may

elect to give bond in the amount specified in subsection (e) for the offense for



which the person was stopped.A When such person does not have a valid Kansas
driver's license, such person shall give such bond. Such bond shall be subject
to forfeiture if the person stopped does not appear at the court and at the time

specified in the written notice provided for in K.S.A. 8-2106 and amendments

thereto.

(2) Such bond may be a cash bond, a bank card draft from ény valid and un-
expired credit card approved by the division of vehicles or a guaranteed arrest
bond certificate issued by either a surety company authorized to transact such
business in this state or an automobile club authorized to transact business in
this state by the commissioner of insurance. If any of the approved bank card
jssuers redeem the bank card draft at a discounted rate, such discount shall be
charged against the amount designated as the fine for the offense. If such bond
is not forfeited, the amount of the bond less the discount rate shall be reim-
bursed to the person providing the bond by the use of a bank card draft. Any
such guaranteed arrest bond certificate shall be signed by the person to whom it
js issued and shall contain a printed statement that such surety company or
automobile club guarantees the appearance of such person and will, in the event
of failure of such person to appear in court at the time of trial, pay any fine
or forfeiture imposed on such person not to exceed an amount to be stated on
such certificate.

(3) Such cash bond shall be taken in the following manner: The police
officer shall furnish the person stopped a stamped envelope addressed to the
judge or clerk of the court named in the written notice ﬁo appear and the person
shall place in such envelope the amount of the bond, and in the presence of the
police officer shall deposit the same in the United States mail. After such
cash payment, the person stopped need not sign the written notice to appear, but
the police officer shall note the amount of the bond mailed on the notice to
appear form and shall give a copy of such form to the person. If the person
stopped furnishes the police officer with a guaranteed arrest bond certificate
or bank card draft, the police officer shall give such pefson a receipt therefor
and shall note the amount of the bond on the notice to appear form and give a
copy of such form to the person stopped. Such person need not sign the written
notice to appear, and the police officer shall present the notice to appear and
the guaranteed arrest bond certificate or bank card draft to the court having

jurisdiction of the offense charged as soon as reasonably possible.



(d) When any motor carrier, truck or truck tractor is stopped by an agent
or employee of the department of revenue authorized under K.S.A. 8-1910 or
66-1319 and amendments thereto to stop such motor carrier, truck or truck
tractor for any violations described in subsection (e) which relate to the
requlation of motor carriers, trucks or truck tractors, such agent or employee
may require the driver of the motor carrier, truck or truck tractor so stopped
to give a driver's license or bond in the same manner and to the same extent as
in subsections (a) and (c).

(e) The offenses for which appearance bonds may be required as provided in

subsection (c) and the amounts thereof shall be as follows:

RECKTESS AriViNg.eeeee e s euneneeeeseeeenunenaneeeeeeeeenannnenneaaneaans $65
Failure to comply with Tawful order of officer....... ... ...ttt 40

Registration violation (except violation of provision of

K.S.A. 8-142(7), Operation in Excess of Maximum Registered

Gross Weight...uueie i eneeonereeeenseeaeecaoensosuansneeeeanneennns 35

Registered maximum gross weight violation...............o00n... an_amount equal

to the fine plus

docket fee

to be imposed if

convicted

No driver's license for the class of vehicle operated

or violation of restrictions ... ittt nanns 35
Spilling 1oad on highway..uveieniinin ittt iie s 35
Overload:

Gross weight of vehicle or

combination of

V=] £ I o =S P an amount equal to the fine

plus docket fee
to be imposed if convicted
Gross weight upon any
axle or tandem, triple
Or QUAAd aXT@S.uueitiernereeneronnenencnsaneanns an amount equal to the fine
plus docket fee

to be imposed if convicted



Failure to obtain proper registration, clearance or to have current
certification as required by K.S.A. 66-1324 and amendments
£ 11=3 =0 o J N R 255
insufficient 1iabjlity insurance for motor carriers pursuaﬁt to K.S.A.
66-1,128 or 66-1314 and amendments thereto .......... ... .ot 105

Failure to obtain interstate motor fuel tax authorization pursuant to

K.S.A. 79-34,122 and amendments thereto.........c.ciiivuiiiiiiiaann, 105
Improper equipment (glass or fire extinguishers)...........c.cooevniinnt 35
No authority as private, contract or common carrier .............cceeun. 105
No current driver's daily 10 .iieuiiriniiinieii i ineetnneanarannsnns 35
Invalid or no physical examination card .......ooeiiiiiinenrnnenninnnn. 35

Transporting open container of alcoholic liquor or cereal malt bev-

erage accessible while vehicle in motion .........ocoviiiiniinnnann. 205

(f) In the event of forfeiture of any bond under this section, $25 of the
amount forfeitéd shall be regarded as court costs in any court having jurisdic-
tion over the violation of state law.

(g) None of the ﬁrovisions of this section shall be construed to conflict
with the provisions of K.S.A. 8-1219 et seq. and amendments thereto.

Sec. 3. K.S.A. 8-142 and K.S.A. 1984 Supp. 8-2107 are hereby repealed.

Sec. 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its

publication in the Kansas register.
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SB 151 IS A TRIGGERING DEVISE WHICH WILL INCREASE THE
SPEED LIMIT TO 65 MILES PER HOUR ON INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS, AND
60 MILES PER HOUR ON OTHER HIGHWAYS IN THE EVENT THAT THE
UNITED STATES CONGRESS ESTABLISHES A MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT
GREATER THAN dURS OR REMOVES THE LIMITATIONS ENTIRELY.

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD REMOVE THE MANDATORY 55
MILE PER HOUR SPEED LIMIT AND ALLOW EACH INDIVIDUAL STATE TO
SET THEIR OWN SPEED LIMIT UPON THEIR OWN HIGHWAYS.

KANSAS SHOULD HAVE THE AUTHORITY AS A SOVERIGN STATE TO
ADDRESS THIS ISSUE WITHOUT FEDERAL INTRUSION. REALISTICALLY
SPEAKING, KANSAS HAS ALWAYS FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO REMAIN IN
COMPLIANCE WITH THE 55 MILE PER HOUR SPEED LIMIT . SB 151
IS TARGETED SPECIFICALLY FOR KANSAS WHERE WE HAVE LONG STRAIGHT
STRETCHES OF INTERSTATE AND TWO LANE HIGHWAYS. WE SHOULD

INCREASE THE SPEED LIMIT AND THEN VIGOROUSLY ENFORCE IT.

F. NORVELL

37rn DISTRICT
ELLIS, RUSH, EDWARDS, NESS,
TREGO. LANE, PAWNEE, HODGEMAMN COUNTIES

STATE SENATE HOME: BOX 991

STATE CAPITOL HAYS, KANSAS 67601
TOPEKA, KANSAS 66612 A.C. (913) 735-2808
A.C (913) 296-7283 BUS. PH. (913) 628-2861
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SPEED LIMIT (SB 151)

THOSE HIGHWAYS AFFECTED: ie. THE INTERSTATES AND OTHER
HIGEWAYS WITH ACéESS ROADS HAVE BEEN SAFELY BUILT FOR CARS
TRAVELLING AT SPEEDS UP TO 75 MILES PER HOUR.

.NOR DO WE THINK THAT GAS CONSERVATION IS AN ISSUE GIVEN
THE FACT THAT CARS ARE MUCH MORE EFFICIENTATODAY AND THE
DIFFERENCE IN GAS SAVINGS WOULD BE MINIMAL IN RAISING THE

SPEED LIMIT BY ONLY 5 - 10 MILES AN HOUR



, ' " THE WORLD ATMANAC 197k
; Trade and Transportation—Automobile Speed Limits
State Automobile Speed Limits

(Except as otherwise posted)
Source: American Automobile Assn. Digest of Mator Laws 1973

| MOTORCYCLE RIDER [
THE JOURNAL OF THE & ; ' -
BRITISH MOTORCYCLISTS FEDERATIO 24

Continental Speed Limits

SPEEDING fines are imposed on-the-spot in most
countries and can be very expensive so it is well to
know what the limits are. Visitors to France and
Portugal who have held a tull driving licence tor less
than one year are restricted to driving at 90 kph (56

Alabama: Interstate highways, 70 mph. daytime, 6)
mph. mghttime: open highw ays, 60 mph. daytime, 50 mph.
nighttime; residentsal districts, 25 mph., business districts,
school zones, ete., 15 mph.

Montana: Open hyghwavs, day, reasonable and prudent
unless posted, 53 mph. mght, except Interstate highways 65
mph. nights; residential und business districts, 25 mph.

Nebraska: [nterstate highways, 75 mph.; open hu(i;hwnya.
1

British Motorcyclists Federation Limited
4 Hammersmith Broadway, London W6 7AU
| Telephone: 01-741 3787

\ Alaska: Divided hu."hwav\y 70 mph: state highways, sur- 65 inph., residential districts, 25 mpt\ . businesy districts,
mph). faced, 60 mph, unsurfaced, 50 |Ilp‘l_ Gty streets, 30 mph. 20 mph ; on non-hard surfaced roads, 50 mph.
Country Town Country  Motorway _ Arizona; All highways, 65 nph. or as posted. residen- Nevada: Careful and prudent, residential and business, as
kph (mph) kph (mph) kph (mph) tial areas, business districts, 25 mph. or as posted; school  posted. i . )
R 1< ¥ RS > . ire: 1u \ R " ays.,
Austria SO (31) 100 (62) 130 (80 zones. 13 mph New Hampshire: Turnpike, 70 mph.: open highways. 60
3el p ; <r 5 L) Arkansas: lnterstate and controlled access roads, 73 mph.,’ruul residential districts, 35 mph.; urban and busi-
Belgium 60 (37) ?0 (;(\) 120 (74) mph. urban dustricts, J) miph. ness districts, .0 mph.; school zones, 20 mph.
*120 (74 California: Statewide limit, 63 mph. {except freeways New Jerser: Turnpike. 60 mph.; open hil'}h‘“VS. 30
France 60 (37) 90 (56) 130 (80) p(.;]\ltd tor 70 |nphvg‘; residential and business districts, mph., resrdential and business d"""il: b]‘. mph.
*110 (68) . g { school zones. 23 mph. New Mevico: Open highways. 70 mph. davtime, 60 inph.
Germany o i Colorado: 4-lane highwavs, 70 mph. open highways, 60 nighttime, other faghwavs, 60 mph. daytune, 30 mph.
We ) S0 (3 X ~ e mph . residential distriets, 30 mph., business districts, 23 nlﬁhtlnn& resu_lenlul and business districts, 25 nph.;
< (Wesy) 3031 100 (62) 130 (80) mph., open mountam highwav, 40 mph . winding moun- school zones. 15 mph.
Greece 50 (3D 80 (49) 100 (62) Q tain highwav. 20 mph. New York: New York State Thruway, 65 mph.; open high-
ltaly 50 (31) \C Connecticut: Reasonable Jjnd pm))er for (t;)lndlhon(s’, n’;;l‘;“"zi“’:;l’il“""“‘flh““l sanes when children going to and
Upto 599 cc S 3 ¢ 5 Posted limits prima facie evidence of reasonable speed, : e 2
b()r(‘) \()“() \‘CLL —ﬁ?) ((} [I; 33 ::é; l(l)g :é:; residential Jn(rhu\uu'\s districts posted locally __erlh Carolina: Iuterstate. 70 mph . open h-lgh\v.ws,
901-1300 c¢ %0 (-‘ 1) 100 62 130 (R0 Delaware: Open hnihw.nx t-lane. 60 mph., 2-lane, 50 h? ”{"‘“ ’;‘l‘ll'-l l_"'{'"'{["d‘ ";‘) |)|‘:‘“"r‘]';“"h"br"‘l"'l' 55 mph.. -
- . - ' (62) (¥0) &)J mpir. residential and husimess distncts, 25 mph. CIQCIUEIRUL S TR SR U 1siness, <U mph.
over 1300 ¢¢ 503D 110 (68) 140 (36) District of Columbia: Fxpresswavs, 43 mph . school and Ohio: Ohio Turnprke and expresways, 70 mph.: open
Lunembourg 60 (37) 90 (56) 120 (74) plavironnd areas. 15 mph. other roads. 25 wmph hluh\hmi o) mph. dnll;yc. 50 mpn. mighttime; within
Netherfands SO (31) 80 (49) 100 (62) ) Flonda: literstate highwavs, 70 mph day. 63 mph. mumaipal corporations. 23 mph; school zoues, 20 mph;
: . z S 2 o \\ night. open highway, 63 mph. day, 60 mph. mght; residen- Olahoma: Turnpikes and Interstate highways, 70
Portaeal 60 (37) 90 (36) 120 (74) N\ et & Brnaiess Jndscte, R o mph . open highwavs. 65 mph daytime, 55 mph. mght-
Spain 60 (37) 90 (56) 120 (74) \ Georgia: luterstate highwavs, 70 mph- day time, 63 1m0 h. time. school zones, 23 mpn
*100 (62) \ mhttime. open highway, 60 mph daytine. ¥ mph nn’Yﬂ- Oregon: Open highways, 35 mgh“ treewavs up to 75
Switzerland 60 (37) 100 (62) 130 (80) \4 ! \)J\ time, residential, nstiiess and school areas, 23 mph. mph. resudential districts, 23 mph.; business and’ school
Y ugostay 60 (37 :‘ l.x [ Hawaii: Open highw avs. 43 mph.. or as posted. Residen- zounes 20 mph.
ULOSLINY 1L 37 80 (4Y) . \ al and busianess disiocis, hocal oidiaines govens Pennwvlvania: Tarnpike, 65 mph pen Yoghways 33
100 (62) 120 (74 \ ’ K Idaho: luterstate highwass, TO mph. open highwav, 60 mph. residential and Tnsiess distr s canen,

school zones, 15 mph.

mph. davtime, 35 mph. mghttinie. arban and business dis-
Rhode hiand: Resdential and busines

* Speed on dual carriageways and, in rance, non-toll e
tricts 5 mph

intricts, 25

Motorways. )
- . inois: Eapresw O wmph.. open highwavs, 63 mph.; mph.. elsewhere, 30 mph. daytime, 45 mph. mghttime
*¢ J1 sipnposted, otherwise recommended Hlingis; Eapresiwiyss o1 ) 202 1P
Ve catll LEEON Ll.ll N 70 ueban areas. 30 mph . school zones. 200 mph South Carolina: Iuterstate System 70 mph. davtime, 63
ncj/d nd (222 ‘Q Indiana: lote estate highw s, 70 mph - Open lighwavs,  mph. mght. State highways 60 mph. daytime, 55 mph.
L 65 wph . resdential distnce 50 mpn school zones s wht. urban districts 30 mph.
posted

South Dakota: Interstate highways, 75 mph. daytime. 70

lowa: lnterstate himited access roads 73 mph davtime. mph. nighttune, open highways. 70 mph. davtime, 60 mph.

MOTORCYCLE RIDER

Joly [Hog 1927~ P Z

65 inph mghttime, open highways, 70 mph. day e, 60
wiph. mghttune, suburban. 45 mph.. residential and school
districts. 23 mph.. business districts, 20 mph.. secondary
roads, 60 mph. daytune. 3 mph. mghttime.

Kansas: [nterstate highwavs 75 mph. dastime, 70 mght-
tine, open highways, 70 mph. daytime, 60 mph. nighttune:
residential districts, 30 mph., busimess districts, 20 mph,

myghttune. residential and Dusiness districts, 30 mph.;
school zones, 15 mph.
Tennessee: Open highways, 63 mph. day, 35 mph. night,
school zones, 15 mph. Interstate highways 75 mph.
Texas: Federal or State roads, 70 mﬁh daytime, 65 mph.

mghttime. other rural roads. 60 mph. daytime, 35 mph.
mighttime: 1 urban districts, 30 mph.

Kansas Turnpike, 75 mph., 40 mph. mimimun.
Kentuckyv: luterstate highways, 70 mph, open high-

HIGHER SPEED LIMITS

Utah: Open highways, as posted, residential and business

From June 1 the ‘temporary’ 50 and 60 ‘fuel- MOTORCYCLE RIDER Wways. 60 mph daytime, 50 mph. mghttune: residential and  districts. 25 inph. school zones, 20 mgh,

saving’ speed limits were raised to 60 and 70 e < business districts, 33 mph. w\'en;‘\onl: Interstate highways, 85 mph.; open highways,
: S ed (4 ] & Louisiana: Open highways 4-lane, 70 mph.. other open mph.

fesDeC'UVelY -Irh% _Depa”":jent of T_rarl\sg.ort i) | A_mﬂ" % 24 highwavs, 60 mph Virginia: Interstate 70 mph., all others, 55 mph. or as

recently consu te. m.tereste parties, inclucing . Maine: Turnpikes, 70 mph. daytime, 65 mph. nighttime; posted: residential, business and school areas, 25 mph.

the BMF, for their views on speed limits. The Petro' costs open highwavs, 43 mph | n‘u(;unh.ll and business dise Washington: County roads, 30 mph.; cities and towns, 25

mph.. school zones, 20 mph. Interstate highways 70 mph.;

tricts, 25 mph
in other locations, 60 mph.

Man land: Interstate highways 70 mph.; Open country,

BMF joined many other groups in recommend-

ing that ttk: “temporary’ limits be dropped and THE approrimate cost of Tour-star petrol abroad is:

h | m i red. 3 £ " expressways, 60 mph.. dual lane hughways, 33 mph.. other West Virginia: Intenstate highways, 70 mph., Turnpike,
% the old 70 mph maximum be restored. i £p K e Puchways, 30 mph . residentiai and bustiess districts, 0 60 mph. open highways. 35 mph.; residential districts, 25
. The. DoT says that the reason for raising the Austria .33 ltaly l'7i' wph.; l‘nnly settled arcas, 35 mph., other highways 30 mph.. school cones, 13 mph.
~{ limits is because people were not obeying the Belgium 1.59  Netherlands 1.43 mph. . Wisconsin: Interstate highways, 70 u:ﬂh. daytime, 60
present ones and it was feared this was having a Denmark 1.58  Portugal 1.66 Masachusetts: Turnpike, 63 mph.: divided hiflhwav. 350  mph. nighttime; open highways. 65 mph. daytime, 55 mph.
v vad effect on respect for traffic law. Perhaps if France }.54 Spain 1.47 "l‘Ph‘- 0")1(;,' h'%’\“‘“.‘?\- 4;’ ‘l\l‘|l-.2re\xdmr;tul and busmess h()lllmel;‘ rclu_)dt';l‘ltpt"al and business  districts, 25 inph.,
drivers do not adhere to the latest limits they German (West) 130 Switzerland 1.36 “‘\';f‘;“~- ';v R *“;uw'\f;. Y mph ” ek “v‘:"mr":’i“‘“ U'pe“'“‘ghw“” lane divided, 75 mph: ope
. . » N Sl STl 4 y - Michigan: Freewavs. mph.. open highways, . s 3 ay -1 3 i n
will be raised again on the same rpasomng? Gireece 1.38  Yugoslavia 1.260 d..,n;w.'ss mph. nighttime; .qu«nml.zs mph. highways, 65 mph.: residential districts, 30 mph., business
In any case road users lose out with the new Ireland 1.40 and school districts, 20 mph.

Minnesota: Open highways, 65 mph. daytime. 55 mph.
nighttune. all speeds n urban districts, 30 mph,

Mississippiz Interstate highways 70 mph.; Open hiy\-
ways, 65 mph.. residential districts, 25 mph.; business dis-
tricts, 20 mph.. school zones. 15 mph.

Missouri: Dual laue U 8. routes, 70 mph.. undivided U.S.
routes, 70 mph. daytime, 55 wh mghttime; other open
highways, 65 mph. daytime, 6 mph mghttine; munici-
5 mnte

@limits, because single-carriageway roads will
have a 60 mph limit and dual carriageway and
motorways 70 mph. Before the ‘temporary’
limits were introduced in December 1974 the
maximum was 70 on all types of roads. Now
we're stuck with a new 60 mph limit which
~vasn't thern before,

Canal Zone: Outsde town limits, 40 mph.; within town
limits, 25 mph. ’

Guam: Roads, 43 mph.; school zones when children at
recess or going to and from school, 10 mpl

Puerto Rico: Open huﬂ\ways, 45 mph.; urban districts

pales and ~chool zones, 25 mn
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U S., Britain Disagree
On Drop in Fatalities

Drivers and their
passengers are dying less
often this year. Injuries are
less frequent, as well.

The welcome downturn in
carnage is reflected in this
country and in England.

The National Safety Council
suggests most of the 24 per
cent reduction in American
traffic deaths is due to lower
speed limits and increased
use of feut belts

The British disagree. They
tie the reduction to the
pocketbook.

The NSC today released an
analysis of factors believed
responsible for the lowered
death rate.

Speed limits were at the top
of the list. Reduction in travel
and fewer passengers were
also on the list. Less night
driving followed.

In England, however, speed

“Timits_were restored to 70

“m.p.h. in April, the same as
before the petroleum
shortage.

A death and serious injury
accident rate, which dropped
20 per cent during the
Jowered speed limit period,
staved down.  Accidents
producing “slight” injuries
stayed down 19 per cent. Bri-
tish Automobile Manufactur-
ers Association spokesmen
note that the American death
rate has rcmained below pre-
55 m.p.h. level. in spite of a
de [acto speed increase of 5
tn 10 m.p.h. on most high-
ways.

BAMA analysls fecl cosls of
driving and purchasing an
antomobile may be heavy
cnnmbutors to the drop in
deaths.

“In this wgard we nole
that in the past 10 years,
safety devices have added
$400 (o $500 to the cost of
cars. Emission control equip-
ment has added anviiler 32500
to $200."

The British traffic analysts
feel safety devices, though
cffective, aren’t main factors,
as the numbers of accidents
are down, not just deaths and
injuries associated with them.

They note, “It now costs
nearly 30 cents per mile to
operate a  standard-size
American car; and even
subcompact operating costs
have risen dramatically.
Furthermore, inflation may
be making drivers more
concerned with keeping their
vehicles running longer.”

The NSC. in its analysis,
shows interlocking devices

have raised the usage of seat
belts from 25 to 50 per cent
when 1973 models are
compared with 1974 models.
Interlock systems will no
longer be requirod. by an act
of Congress which passed this
yvear. The new legislation
applies on 1976 modcls.

In Kansas, miles driven
during the first six months of
the yvear are estimated to be
only 3 per cent less than the
same period last vear.

Neither the British nor the
American  analysls are
claiming proof their theories
are correct. The British
add, *“... whatever s
cansing the welcome death
and injury drop may be mcre
than speed alone, or the
reduction thereof, and it is
this we have to thank.”
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Nevada Legislature OKs $5 Fine
For Speeding at Up to 70 mph

CARSON CITY, Nev. (AP) — Spearheading a growing
rebellion against the federally mandated 55 mph speed
limit, the Nevada Legislature has overwhelmingly ap-
proved a bill that makes speeding on highways at up to 70
mph punishable only by a $5 “energy wasting” fine.

And Gov. Bob List’s press secretary said Friday the
governor probably would sign the measure, which would
make Nevada the first state to circumvent the 1973 federal
mandate since Montana passed a similar law in 1974.

The $5 fine was approved Thursday in the Nevada As-
sembly on a 364 vole, after passing the Senate last
month.

-Nevada is one of at least 22 states that has giverrsome
consideration to repealing or circumventing the 55 mph
speed limit this year. Many state legislators said they were
hopeful that President Reagan would move to have Con-
gress repeal the 1973 law, which cuts federal funds to any
state not abiding by a 55 mph limit.

+ In Kansas, two bills were introduced during the 1981
legislative session, one to allow a 60 mph speed limit and

one to allow 65. Both were tied to the federal government

easing the speed-limit law.

Neither bill passed.

Bob Price, chairman of the Nevada Assembly Trans-
portation Comumittee, said the primary benefit of the bill is
a provision preventing demerit points — used in deter-
mining insurance rates — from:being attached to
speeders’ licenses for speeds between 55 mph and 70
mph.

Speeders stopped for traveling between 55 mph and 70
mph in unincorporated areas would be charged only a $5
fine for “'an unnecessary waste of a resource’ in short
supply. The current fine is $2 for every mile a driver goes
over the speed limit. v
. Violators traveling over 70 mph would not be protected
by the bill and would be subject to all current penalties and

fines. The bill would not apply to speed limits under 55 mph
or roads within a city.

Bart Jacka, state Motor Vehicles chief, said the measure
wouldn't change the Highway Patrol's policy toward
speeders. But he conceded some officers might be “dis
heartened” and less diligent in enforcing the limit.

Price said he did not anticipate any ‘“‘road races’’ start-
Ing across the state if the bill is signed by List.

“I'm going to hold my breath until he (the governor)
signs it,” he said. “I've been pushing since 1975 to get this
type of legislation passed.”

The 55 mph speed limit was approved by Congress in
1973 at the height of the nation's gasoline shortage. The law
provides that any state which does not enforce the limit
can be denied federal highway funds.

On Thursday, the Colorado Senate approved a bill that
would eliminate penalty points for motorists driving be-
tween 55 and 70 mph. That bill now goes to the Colorado
House.

In Montana. two bills are pending in the Senate which
would raise speed limits to 70 mph.

A Minnesota legislator has introduced a bill allowing a 65
mph speed limit on interstate highways.

Changes in speed laws, usually increasing the limit to 65
mph, have also been considered this year in Tennessee,
Illinois, Indiana, Fiorida, Virginia, Missouri, New Mexico,
South Dakota, North Dakota, Louisiana, Utah, Texas,
Georgia, Oklahoma, Wyoming and Idaho.

Bob Lewis, List's press secretary, said the possible loss
of $66 million annually in federal road-building funds had
been a primary concern of the governor's — along with
questions about energy conservation and safety. -

But Al Stone, state Transportation Director and a former
federal highway official, advised List there was “no sign at
all that the feds will come down hard”” on Nevada if the

measure became law. R @ EXa



- KANSAS DEPARTMENT or TRANSPORTATION

STATE OFFICE BUILDING—TOPEKA, KANSAS 66612

I JOHN B. KEMP, Secretary of Transportation JOHN CARLIN, Governor

MEMORANDUM TO: SENATE TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES COMMITTEE

FROM: KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DATE: FEBRUARY 19, 1985
REGARDING: SENATE BILLS 151 AND 209

THE DEPARTMENT DESIRES TO EXPRESS 'ITS CONCERNS WITH SENATE BILLS
157 AND 209 FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS.
1. BOTH 151 AND 209 WOULD ESTABLISH THE MAXIMUM SPEED BY STATUTE.
THIS IS A DEPARTURE FROM THE CURRENT .STATUTORY PROVISION WHICH
AUTHORIZES THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION TO ESTABLISH THE MAXI-
MUM SPEED LIMIT BY RESOLUTION, WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNOR.

2. THE SPEED LIMITS ESTABLISHED BY EACH BILL WOULD PERMIT DIFFERENT
TYPES OF VEHICLES TO TRAVEL AT DIFFERENT SPEEDS. SUCH CONDITIONS
COULD BE CONTRIBUTORY TO INCREASED VEHICULAR ACCIDENTS.

N
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