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Journal of the Senate

FORTY-THIRD DAY

SENATE CHAMBER, ToPEKA, KANSAS

Monday, March 16, 2026, 2:30 p.m.

The Senate was called to order by President Ty Masterson.
The roll was called with 39 senators present.

Senator Thompson was excused.

Invocation by guest chaplain, Doug Henkle:

Father God, thank You for the weekend break, for the opportunity to spend time with
friends and family at home, nurturing those essential relationships. Now, at the
beginning of a new week, I pray that this body would work together in harmony, each
using the gifts You have created them with. Cause them to embrace the challenges
ahead and to appreciate the opportunity to meet them confidently, knowing that You
will give them everything needed to accomplish Your perfect will.

Thank You for the calling You have placed on each senator here, each one a unique
individual. There has never been or ever will be any, individually or collectively,
exactly like the members of this body assembled here, today. I ask that You would give
them an appreciation for one another as bills are debated and differing perspectives are
expressed, realizing that life may be shorter than we anticipate and relationships are
important. Forbid, Lord, that we should allow the issues in this Senate to divide us,
aware that to divide and conquer is the relentless strategy of the spiritual adversary.
Despite our high-tech world and efficient procedures, people and healthy, honest,
trusting relationships remain the essential ingredient of life. Lord, I pray that those kind
of relationships would abound within this chamber. Cause us to seek the "unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace" and to love one another.

I pray for the entire leadership of the Kansas Senate this afternoon, for President
Masterson, Vice President Shallenburger, Majority Leader Blasi, Assistant Majority
Leader Tyson, Majority Whip Kloos. For Minority Leader Sykes, Assistant Minority
Leader Faust Goudeau, Minority Whip Holscher, Agenda Chair Francisco, and Caucus
Chair Corson as well as the chairs and ranking minorities of each committee, that they
would be used to lead this chamber to accomplish all that You have for them, In Jesus'
Name, Amen!

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by President Masterson.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS
The following bill was introduced and read by title:

SB 536, AN ACT concerning income taxation; relating to the high performance tax
credit program; providing for a rebate instead of a credit and capping the maximum
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rebate provided; amending K.S.A. 2025 Supp. 79-32,160a and repealing the existing
section, by Committee on Assessment and Taxation.

REFERENCE OF BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS

The following bill was referred to Committee as indicated:
Commerce: SB 535.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

Announcing passage of HB 2788.

Announcing passage of HB 2781.

The House accedes to the request of the Senate for a conference on H Sub SB 229
and has appointed Representatives Tarwater, Ward and Clayton as conferees on the part
of the House.

The House accedes to the request of the Senate for a conference on SB 325 and has
appointed Representatives Francis, Essex and Helgerson as conferees on the part of the
House.

The House accedes to the request of the Senate for a conference on SB 353 and has
appointed Representatives Francis, Essex and Helgerson as conferees on the part of the
House.

The House accedes to the request of the Senate for a conference on SB 403 and has
appointed Representatives Francis, Essex and Helgerson as conferees on the part of the
House.

The House accedes to the request of the Senate for a conference on SB 435 and has
appointed Representatives Hoheisel, Stiens and Xu as conferees on the part of the
House.

INTRODUCTION OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS
HB 2781, HB 2788 were thereupon introduced and read by title.

CONSIDERATION OF ORIGINAL MOTIONS

Senator Blasi moved that subsection 3(f) of the Joint Rules of the Senate and House
of Representatives be suspended for the purpose of considering the following bill:
HB 2468. Motion carried.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

On motion of Senator Blasi, the Senate resolved itself into Committee of the Whole,
for consideration of bills on the calendar under the heading of General Orders with
Senator Titus in the chair.

On motion of Senator Titus the following summary report was adopted:

HB 2761 be passed.

S Sub HB 2099 be passed by adoption of the committee report recommending a
substitute bill.

SB 513; HB 2471, HB 2533, HB 2615, HB 2622 be passed as amended by adoption
of the committee reports.
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE ACTIONS

SB 415 be amended by the adoption of the committee amendments, be further

amended by motion of Senator Warren; on page 1, in line 9, after "(a)" by inserting
"(1)"; in line 15, after "act" by inserting ", except as provided in paragraph (2)";
following line 15, by inserting:
"(2) Notwithstanding any provision of the Kansas consumer protection act to the
contrary, only the attorney general, the attorney general's designee or a county or district
attorney may bring a civil action alleging a violation of the Kansas consumer
protection act pursuant to this section. This section shall not be construed as creating or
allowing a private right of action under K.S.A. 50-634, and amendments thereto."

SB 513 be amended by the adoption of the committee amendments.

HB 2099 be amended by the adoption of the committee report on HB 2099
recommending S Sub HB 2099.

HB 2471 be amended by the adoption of the committee amendments.
HB 2533 be amended by the adoption of the committee amendments.
HB 2615 be amended by the adoption of the committee amendments.
HB 2622 be amended by the adoption of the committee amendments.
HB 2761 be passed.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT

MR. SPEAKER and MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee on conference on Senate
amendments to HB 2468 submits the following report:

The House accedes to all Senate amendments to the bill, and your committee on
conference further agrees to amend the bill as printed with Senate Committee
amendments, as follows:

On page 2, in line 30, by striking "$20,000,000" and inserting "$15,000,000";

And your committee on conference recommends the adoption of this report.

REeneEe EricksoN, Apam Tromas, Dinan Sykes—Conferees on part of Senate
Susan Estes, Suawn CHAUNCEY, JERRY StoGspiLL— Conferees on part of House

Senator Erickson moved the Senate adopt the Conference Committee Report on
HB 2468.

On roll call, the vote was: Yeas 27; Nays 12; Present and Passing 0; Absent or Not
Voting 1.

Yeas: Alley, Billinger, Blasi, Blew, Bowers, Bowser, Claeys, Clifford, Erickson,
Fagg, Gossage, Hill, Klemp, Kloos, Masterson, Murphy, Owens, Peck, Petersen, Rose,
Ryckman, Shane, Starnes, Thomas, Titus, Tyson, Warren.

Nays: Argabright, Corson, Dietrich, Faust Goudeau, Francisco, Haley, Holscher,
Miller, Pettey, Schmidt, Shallenburger, Sykes.

Absent or Not Voting: Thompson.

The Conference Committee Report was adopted.
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EXPLANATION OF VOTE

Private schools are private for a reason. Many parents want their religious values
reinforced at a private school, and that can happen there because private schools can
choose to accept or reject students based on those characteristics. Private schools can
choose which students they want to educate. Kansas private schools can reject a student
for many reasons. However, public schools are accountable and transparent to the
parents, the community they serve, and the taxpayers who fund them. Public schools
educate all children; private schools pick and choose. We should not be funneling
money without accountability. I vote No.—DmNan Sykes

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources recommends HB 2111 be
amended by substituting with a new bill to be designated as "Senate Substitute for
HOUSE BILL NO. 2111," as follows:

"Senate Substitute for HOUSE BILL NO. 2111
By Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources

"AN ACT concerning agriculture; relating to the agritourism promotion act;
exempting certain registered agritourism operations from local code and regulation
enforcement; amending K.S.A. 2025 Supp. 32-1432 and repealing the existing
section.";

And the substitute bill be passed.

Committee on Assessment and Taxation recommends HB 2470 be passed.

Also, SB 521 be amended on page 1, in line 23, by striking "(d)" and inserting "(c)";

On page 2, in line 17, by striking all after "(b)"; by striking all in lines 18 through 37;
in line 38, by striking "(c)"; in line 41, by striking "subsections" and inserting
"subsection"; also in line 41, by striking "and (b)";

On page 3, in line 2, after "shall" by inserting "not";

And by redesignating subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs and clauses
accordingly;

On page 1, in the title, in line 3, by striking all after "care"; in line 4, by striking all
before the semicolon and inserting "related expenses"; and the bill be passed as
amended.

HB 2464 be amended on page 1, in line 11, by striking "2036" and inserting "2029";
and the bill be passed as amended.

Committee on Commerce recommends SB 393 be amended on page 1, in line 16,
after "day" by inserting "if such entity is located in a city or the unincorporated area of a
county that has elected to allow sales of alcoholic liquor and cereal malt beverage
pursuant to this section in accordance with subsection (b)"; in line 19, by striking "not";
in line 21, by striking all after "the"; by striking all in line 22; in line 23, by striking all
before the period and inserting "clerk of such county or city shall submit a copy of such
resolution or ordinance to the director of alcoholic beverage control";

Also on page 1, in the title, in line 2, after "authorizing" by inserting "any county or
city to allow"; also in line 2, by striking "24" and inserting "23"; and the bill be passed

Also, HB 2343, As Amended by House Committee, be amended on page 1, in line
16, after "(b)" by inserting "(1)"; also in line 16, after "means" by inserting ", except as
provided in paragraph (2),"; in line 19, after "dwelling" by inserting: ".

(2) "Home-based business" does not include any business for:
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(A) The breeding of animals; or

(B) hosting or operating short-term rentals of the residential dwelling, any portion
thereof or any portion of the premises at the location of the residential dwelling";

On page 3, in line 3, by striking all after "dwelling"; in line 4, by striking all before
"or"; and the bill be passed as amended.

HB 2466 be amended on page 1, in line 30, by striking "2031" and inserting "2029";

On page 2, in line 6, by striking "2031" and inserting "2029"; in line 8, by striking
"2031" and inserting "2029"; following line 8, by inserting:

"For tax year 2027 and all tax years thereafter, at least 25% of the total amount of tax
credits that may be allowed each tax year shall be utilized for investors investing in
qualified Kansas businesses located in counties with a population of 50,000 or fewer, in
years that the number of requests is sufficient to allow such distribution of tax credits.
Such determination of whether there are sufficient requests shall be made based on the
requests received on or before December 10 of each year.";

On page 1, in the title, in line 3, by striking "2031" and inserting "2029"; also in line
3, after the semicolon by inserting "providing for a minimum amount of credits for
investors in qualified Kansas businesses located in counties with a population of 50,000
or fewer;"; and the bill be passed as amended.

Committee on Education recommends HB 2374, HB 2487 be passed.

Also, SB 496 be amended on page 1, in line 30, after "discipline" by inserting "or";
and the bill be passed as amended.

Committee on Federal and State Affairs recommends HB 2727, HB 2729 be
passed.

Also,Your Committee on Federal and State Affairs begs leave to submit the
following report: The following appointment was referred to and considered by the
committee, and your committee recommends that the Senate approve and consent to
such appointment:

By the Governor:

Brigadier General, Kansas National Guard: K.S.A. 48-208
Joseph Deeds, to serve at the pleasure of the Governor
By the Governor:

Brigadier General, Kansas National Guard: K.S.A. 48-208
Rodney Seaba, to serve at the pleasure of the Governor
By the Governor:

Adjutant General, Kansas National Guard: K.S.A. 48-203

Paul Schneider, to serve at the pleasure of the Governor

Committee on Government Efficiency recommends SB 376; HB 2574 be passed.

Committee on Judiciary recommends HB 2444, As Amended by House Committee,
be amended on page 13, in line 16, after "prior" by inserting "nondrug"; in line 18, after
"prior" by inserting "nondrug"; in line 22, after "prior" by inserting "nondrug";

On page 14, in line 2, after "felony" by inserting "unless such departure is an agreed
recommendation of both parties";

On page 15, in line 35, after the period by inserting "If such person is not a citizen of
the United States, such person's immigration status shall be verified with the federal
government pursuant to 8 U.S.C. § 1373(e). There shall be a rebuttable presumption
that a person who has been determined to be an alien unlawfully present in the United
States is a flight risk.";
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On page 16, in line 4, by striking "lawful resident of the state of Kansas" and
inserting "citizen of the United States or is an alien who is lawfully present in the
United States and whose status has been verified with the federal government pursuant
to 8 U.S.C. § 1373(e)"; in line 14, after "with" by inserting "an off-grid felony, a person
felony or";

On page 17, in line 2, by striking "resident of the state of Kansas" and inserting
"citizen of the United States or is an alien who is lawfully present in the United States
and whose status has been verified with the federal government pursuant to 8 U.S.C. §
1373(e)";

On page 19, in line 31, before "such" by inserting "(A) Except as provided in
subparagraph (B),"; following line 37, by inserting:

"(B) The court may modify the bond or otherwise reduce the amount of bond
without an evidentiary hearing and written finding required by subparagraph (A) if both
parties have agreed to the proposed bond, except that such bond shall not be modified to
allow release of the defendant on the defendant's own recognizance.";

On page 1, in the title, in line 5, after "prior" by inserting "nondrug"; in line 6, after
"prior" by inserting "nondrug"; in line 15, after the semicolon by inserting "creating a
presumption that certain noncitizens are a flight risk;" and the bill be passed as
amended.

Also, HB 2593, As Amended by House Committee, be amended on page 2, in line
32, by striking all after the stricken material; by striking all in line 33; in line 34, by
striking all before the first "the" and inserting "and"; in line 36, by striking all after the
stricken material; in line 37, by striking all before the semicolon and inserting "could
lead to inconsistent legal outcomes or undermine the state's unified position"; in line 42,
by striking "The"; by striking all in line 43;

On page 3, by striking all in lines 1 and 2; in line 23, after "(d)" by inserting "On or
before January 1, 2027, and each January 1 thereafter, the attorney general shall submit
a report to the governor and the legislature regarding each instance in which the
attorney general refused to approve a contract pursuant to subsection (b)(2)(B). Such
report shall include:

(1) The number of contracts that the attorney general refused to approve;

(2) the political subdivision that requested approval of each contract; and

(3) adetailed explanation of the reason for refusing to approve each contract.

"

On page 4, following line 9, by inserting:

"(f) The provisions of this section shall expire on July 1, 2031.";

On page 1, in the title, in line 5, after "effective" by inserting "; requiring the attorney
general to submit a report to the legislature regarding contracts that are not approved;
providing for the expiration of the section"; and the bill be passed as amended.

Substitute for HB 2595 be amended on page 1, in line 9, by striking "(1)"; by
striking all in lines 12 and 13; in line 19, by striking all after "(1)"; by striking all in line
20; in line 21, by striking "thereto" and inserting ""Department" means the department
of commerce";

On page 2, following line 1, by inserting:

"(d) The provisions of this section shall expire on July 1, 2031.";

Also on page 2, by striking all in lines 2 through 32; in line 35, by striking all after
"the" and inserting "department"; in line 42, by striking all before "and" and inserting
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"department";

On page 3, in line 24, by striking "advisory committee" and inserting "department";

On page 4, following line 6, by inserting:

"(i) The provisions of this section shall expire on July 1, 2031.";

Also on page 4, in line 9, by striking all after the first "the"; in line 10, by striking all
before the period and inserting "department"; in line 11, by striking all after the second
"the"; in line 12, by striking "administration" and inserting "department"; also in line
12, by striking "the advisory committee" and inserting "Washburn university and the
University of Kansas"; in line 16, by striking "advisory committee" and inserting
"department"; in line 19, by striking "advisory"; in line 20, by striking "committee" and
inserting "department"”; in line 27, by striking "advisory committee” and inserting
"department"; in line 28, by striking "advisory committee" and inserting "department";
in line 36, by striking all after "The"; in line 37, by striking all before "may" and
inserting "department, in coordination with Washburn university and the University of
Kansas";

On page 5, in line 7, by striking all after "The"; in line 8, by striking "administration"
and inserting "department"; in line 25, by striking "office of judicial administration" and
inserting "department"; following line 41, by inserting:

"(j) The provisions of this section shall expire on July 1, 2031.";

Also on page 5, in line 42, before "There" by inserting "(a)";

On page 6, in line 1, by striking "judicial administrator" and inserting "department of
commerce"; in line 9, by striking "judicial administrator”" and inserting "secretary of
commerce"; also in line 9, by striking "administrator's" and inserting "secretary's"; in
line 10, by striking "office of judicial administration" and inserting "department of
commerce"; following line 16, by inserting:

"(b) The provisions of this section shall expire on July 1, 2031.

Sec. 5. The office of judicial administration shall coordinate with the department as
requested by the department to administer the provisions of this act. Such coordination
shall include, but not be limited to, providing verification of bar admission, law school
graduation and employment verification for students who participate in the attorney
training program for rural Kansas. The supreme court may establish rules to provide for
securely sharing the information as required in this section.";

And by renumbering sections accordingly;

And the bill be passed as amended.

HB 2601, As Amended by House Committee, be amended on page 1, in line 30, after
the period by inserting "Prior to any hearing or waiver of the right to a hearing, the
individual shall have access to the records from the department for children and families
pertaining to the report of the alleged instance of abuse or neglect."; and the bill be
passed as amended.

HB 2639, As Amended by House Committee of the Whole, be amended on page 26,
in line 29, after "adjudicated" by inserting "or is already adjudicated"; also in line 29,
after "to" by inserting ":

(A"

Also on page 26, in line 30, by striking the second "or" and inserting ";

B)";

Also on page 26, in line 31, after "system" by inserting "; or

(C) any level of concurrent involvement with the child welfare and juvenile justice
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systems"; and the bill be passed as amended.

HB 2552, As Amended by House Committee, be passed and, because the committee
is of the opinion that the bill is of a noncontroversial nature, be placed on the consent
calendar.

Committee on Local Government, Transparency and Ethics recommends
HB 2571 be amended by substituting with a new bill to be designated as "Senate
Substitute for HOUSE BILL NO. 2571," as follows:

"Senate Substitute for HOUSE BILL NO. 2571
By Committee on Local Government, Transparency and Ethics

"AN ACT concerning counties; relating to public bids for construction contracts;
increasing the cost threshold for when the public bidding process shall be used to award
such contracts; amending K.S.A. 19-214 and repealing the existing section.";

And the substitute bill be passed.

Committee on Public Health and Welfare recommends HB 2520, HB 2524,
HB 2536 be passed.

Also, HB 2509, As Amended by House Committee, be amended on page 5, following
line 35, by inserting:

"Sec. 2. K.S.A. 40-3402 is hereby amended to read as follows: 40-3402. (a) Prior to
January 1, 2022, a policy of professional liability insurance approved by the
commissioner and issued by an insurer duly authorized to transact business in this state
in which the limit of the insurer's liability is not less than $200,000 per claim, subject to
not less than a $600,000 annual aggregate for all claims made during the policy period,
shall be maintained in effect by each resident healthcare provider as a condition of
active licensure or other statutory authorization to render professional service as a
healthcare provider in this state, unless such healthcare provider is a self-insurer. For all
new policies and policies that renew on and after January 1, 2022, a policy of
professional liability insurance approved by the commissioner and issued by an insurer
duly authorized to transact business in this state in which the limit of the insurer's
liability is not less than $500,000 per claim, subject to not less than a $1,500,000 annual
aggregate for all claims made during the policy period, shall be maintained by each
resident healthcare provider as a condition of active licensure or other statutory
authorization to render professional service as a healthcare provider in this state, unless
such healthcare provider is a self-insurer. This provision shall not apply to optometrists
and pharmacists on and after July 1, 1991, to physical therapists on and after July 1,
1995, or to health maintenance organizations on and after July 1, 1997. Such policy
shall provide as a minimum coverage for claims made during the term of the policy that
were incurred during the term of such policy or during the prior term of a similar policy.
This provision shall apply to advanced practice register nurses on and after January 1,
2028, except as provided in subsection (f). Any insurer offering such policy of

professional liability insurance to any healthcare provider may offer to such healthcare
provider a policy as prescribed in this section with deductible options. Such deductible
shall be within such policy limits.

(1) Each insurer providing basic coverage shall, within 30 days after the effective
date of any policy issued in accordance with this subsection, notify the board of
governors that such coverage is or will be in effect. Such notification shall be on a form
approved by the board of governors and shall include information identifying the
professional liability policy issued or to be issued, the name and address of all
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healthcare providers covered by the policy, the amount of the annual premium, the
effective and expiration dates of the coverage and such other information as the board
of governors shall require. A copy of the notice required by this subsection shall be
furnished to the named insured.

(2) In the event of termination of basic coverage by cancellation, nonrenewal,
expiration or otherwise by either the insurer or named insured, notice of such
termination shall be furnished by the insurer to the board of governors, the state agency
which licenses, registers or certifies the named insured and the named insured. Such
notice shall be provided no less than 30 days prior to the effective date of any
termination initiated by the insurer or within 10 business days after the date coverage is
terminated at the request of the named insured and shall include the name and address
of the healthcare provider or providers for whom basic coverage is terminated and the
date basic coverage will cease to be in effect. No basic coverage shall be terminated by
cancellation or failure to renew by the insurer unless such insurer provides a notice of
termination as required by this subsection.

(3) Any professional liability insurance policy issued, delivered or in effect in this
state on and after July 1, 1976, shall contain or be endorsed to provide basic coverage as
required by subsection (a). Notwithstanding any omitted or inconsistent language, any
contract of professional liability insurance shall be construed to obligate the insurer to
meet all the mandatory requirements and obligations of this act. The liability of an
insurer for claims made prior to July 1, 1984, shall not exceed those limits of insurance
provided by such policy prior to July 1, 1984.

(b) A nonresident healthcare provider shall not be licensed to actively render
professional service as a healthcare provider in this state unless such healthcare
provider maintains continuous coverage in effect as prescribed by subsection (a), except
such coverage may be provided by a nonadmitted insurer who has filed the form
required by subsection (b)(1). This provision shall not apply to optometrists and
pharmacists on and after July 1, 1991, or to physical therapists on and after July 1,
1995.

(1) Every insurance company authorized to transact business in this state, that is
authorized to issue professional liability insurance in any jurisdiction, shall file with the
commissioner, as a condition of its continued transaction of business within this state, a
form prescribed by the commissioner declaring that its professional liability insurance
policies, wherever issued, shall be deemed to provide at least the insurance required by
this subsection when the insured is rendering professional services as a nonresident
healthcare provider in this state. Any nonadmitted insurer may file such a form.

(2) Every nonresident healthcare provider that is required to maintain basic
coverage pursuant to this subsection shall pay the surcharge levied by the board of
governors pursuant to K.S.A. 40-3404(a), and amendments thereto, directly to the board
of governors and shall furnish to the board of governors the information required in
subsection (a)(1).

(c) Every healthcare provider that is a self-insurer, the university of Kansas medical
center for persons engaged in residency training, as described in K.S.A. 40-3401(r)(1),
and amendments thereto, the employers of persons engaged in residency training, as
described in K.S.A. 40-3401(r)(2), and amendments thereto, the private practice
corporations or foundations and their full-time physician faculty employed by the
university of Kansas medical center or a medical care facility or mental health center
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for self-insurers under K.S.A. 40-3414(e), and amendments thereto, shall pay the
surcharge levied by the board of governors pursuant to K.S.A. 40-3404(a), and
amendments thereto, directly to the board of governors and shall furnish to the board of
governors the information required in subsections (a)(1) and (a)(2).

(d) In lieu of a claims made policy otherwise required under this section, a person
engaged in residency training who is providing services as a healthcare provider but,
while providing such services, is not covered by the self-insurance provisions of K.S.A.
40-3414(d), and amendments thereto, may obtain basic coverage under an occurrence
form policy, if such policy provides professional liability insurance coverage and limits
that are substantially the same as the professional liability insurance coverage and limits
required by K.S.A. 40-3402(a), and amendments thereto. Where such occurrence form
policy is in effect, the provisions of the healthcare provider insurance availability act
referring to claims made policies shall be construed to mean occurrence form policies.

(e) In lieu of a claims made policy otherwise required under this section, a
nonresident healthcare provider employed pursuant to a locum tenens contract to
provide services in this state as a healthcare provider may obtain basic coverage under
an occurrence form policy, if such policy provides professional liability insurance
coverage and limits that are substantially the same as the professional liability insurance
coverage and limits required by K.S.A. 40-3402, and amendments thereto. Where such
occurrence form policy is in effect, the provisions of the healthcare provider insurance
availability act referring to claims made policies shall be construed to mean occurrence
form policies.

(f)_An advanced practice registered nurse shall not be subject to the requirements of
subsection (a) if the initial surcharge to participate in the healthcare stabilization fund

exceeds 15%.";

On page 16, in line 17, after the first "K.S.A." by inserting "40-3402 and";

And by renumbering sections accordingly;

On page 1, in the title, in line 5, after the semicolon by inserting "requiring advance
practice registered nurses to maintain professional liability insurance as a condition of
active licensure;"; also in line 5, after the first "K.S.A." by inserting "40-3402 and"; and
the bill be passed as amended.

The Select Committee on Veterans Affairs reccommends HB 2214, As Amended by
House Committee, be passed.

Also, HB 2626, As Amended by House Committee, be amended on page 3, in line
16, before "servicemember" by inserting a comma,;

On page 4, in line 19, by striking "and" and inserting a comma; in line 26, before the
period by inserting "and official documentation verifying the servicemember's current
military status, including military orders reflecting such servicemember's assignment or
a current leave and earnings statement"; and the bill be passed as amended.

HB 2627, As Amended by House Committee, be amended on page 2, in line 1, by
striking "and" and inserting "to an eligible servicemember,"; in line 2, after "Kansas" by
inserting "and official documentation verifying the servicemember's current military
status, including military orders reflecting such servicemember's assignment or a
current leave and earnings statement"; and the bill be passed as amended.

Committee on Transportation recommends HB 2522, As Amended by House
Committee of the Whole, be amended on page 1, following line 8, by inserting:

"New Section 1. (a) No person shall use a mobile telephone while operating a
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motor vehicle in a school zone at a time when a reduced speed limit is enforced as
established by K.S.A. 8-1560(a) or 8-1560¢, and amendments thereto, or in a road
construction zone as defined in K.S.A. 8-1458a, and amendments thereto, while
workers are present and signs are posted at the beginning of the road construction zone
alerting drivers to such workers.

(b) The provisions of subsection (a) shall not apply to:

(1) A law enforcement officer or emergency service personnel acting within the
course and scope of the law enforcement officer's or emergency service personnel's
employment;

(2) a person operating a motor vehicle that is halted at a location where the vehicle
can safely and lawfully remain stationary; or

(3) amobile telephone that is being used with a hands-free device.

(c) The provisions of subsection (a) shall not prohibit a person from using a mobile
telephone while operating a motor vehicle that would otherwise violate subsection (a)
to:

(1) Report current or ongoing illegal activity to a law enforcement agency;

(2) prevent imminent injury to a person or property;

(3) summon medical or other emergency assistance; or

(4) relay information between a transit or for hire operator and the operator's
dispatcher, if the device is permanently affixed to the motor vehicle.

(d) Holding a mobile telephone shall constitute a rebuttable presumption of a
violation of subsection (a) for persons operating a motor vehicle in a school zone or a
road construction zone.

(e) A law enforcement officer shall not, without the consent of the person:

(1) Confiscate a mobile telephone device for the purpose of determining
compliance with this section;

(2) confiscate a mobile telephone and retain it as evidence pending trial for a
violation of this section; or

(3) extract or otherwise download information from a mobile telephone for a
violation of this section unless:

(A) The law enforcement officer has probable cause to believe that the mobile
telephone has been used in the commission of a crime;

(B) the information is extracted or otherwise downloaded under a valid search
warrant; or

(C) otherwise authorized by law.

(f) As used in this section:

(1) "Hands-free device" means speakerphone capability or a telephone attachment
or other piece of equipment, regardless of whether or not the hands-free device is
permanently installed in the motor vehicle, that allows use of the mobile telephone
without use of either of the operator's hands.

(2) "Mobile telephone" does not include a commercial two-way radio
communication device or its functional equivalent, subscription-based emergency
communication device, prescribed medical device, amateur or ham radio device or
remote diagnostics system.

(3) (A) "Use a mobile telephone" means use of the mobile telephone by a person
while operating a motor vehicle when performed without the use of a hands-free device.

(B) "Use a mobile telephone" does not apply to:
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(i) A voice-based communication that is automatically converted to a device to be
sent as a message in a written form when used in hands-free mode;

(i) the use of a device for navigation of the vehicle or for global positioning system
purposes when used in hands-free mode; or

(iii) the use of a device to perform any task that would otherwise be allowed to be
performed on the motor vehicle's entertainment system when used in hands-free mode.

(g) A law enforcement officer shall issue a warning citation to anyone violating the
provisions of subsection (a). The provisions of this subsection shall expire on and after
July 1, 2027.

(h) This section shall be a part of and supplemental to the uniform act regulating
traffic on highways.";

On page 2, in line 16, by striking "roadway" and inserting "highway"; following line
24, by inserting:

"Sec. 4. K.S.A. 2025 Supp. 8-2118 is hereby amended to read as follows: 8-2118.
(a) A person charged with a traffic infraction shall, except as provided in subsection (b),
appear at the place and time specified in the notice to appear. If the person enters an
appearance, waives right to trial, pleads guilty or no contest, the fine shall be no greater
than that specified in the uniform fine schedule in subsection (c) and court costs shall be
taxed as provided by law.

(b) Prior to the time specified in the notice to appear, a person charged with a traffic
infraction may enter a written appearance, waive right to trial, plead guilty or no contest
and pay the fine for the violation as specified in the uniform fine schedule in subsection
(c) and court costs provided by law. Payment may be made in any manner accepted by
the court. The traffic citation shall not have been complied with if the payment is not
honored for any reason, or if the fine and court costs are not paid in full. When a person
charged with a traffic infraction makes payment without executing a written waiver of
right to trial and plea of guilty or no contest, the payment shall be deemed such an
appearance, waiver of right to trial and plea of no contest.

(c) The following uniform fine schedule shall apply uniformly throughout the state
but shall not limit the fine that may be imposed following a court appearance, except an
appearance made for the purpose of pleading and payment as permitted by subsection
(a). The description of offense contained in the following uniform fine schedule is for
reference only and is not a legal definition.

Description of Offense Statute Fine

Unsafe speed for prevailing 8-1557 $75
conditions

Exceeding maximum speed 8-1558 1-10 mph over the
limit; or speeding in zone to limit, $45
posted by the state depart- 8-1560
ment of transportation; or 8-1560a 11-20 mph over the
speeding in locally posted or limit, $45 plus $6
zone 8-1560b per mph over 10

mph over the limit;
21-30 mph over the
limit, $105 plus $9
per mph over 20
mph over the limit;



Disobeying traffic control de-
vice

Violating traffic control signal

Violating pedestrian control
signal

Violating flashing traffic signals

Violating lane-control signal

Unauthorized sign, signal,
marking or device

Driving on left side of roadway

Failure to keep right to pass
oncoming vehicle

Improper passing; increasing
speed when passed

Improper passing on right

Passing on left with insuffi-
cient clearance

Driving on left side where
curve, grade, intersec-
tion railroad crossing, or
obstructed view

Driving on left in no-passing
zone

Unlawful passing of stopped
emergency vehicle

Driving wrong direction on
one-way road

Improper driving on laned
roadway

Following too close

Improper crossover on di-
vided highway

Failure to yield right-of-way
at uncontrolled intersection

Failure to yield to approach-
ing vehicle when turning
left

Failure to yield at stop or
yield sign

Failure to yield from private
road or driveway

Failure to yield to emergency
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8-1507

8-1508
8-1509

8-1510
8-1511
8-1512

8-1514
8-1515

8-1516

8-1517
8-1518

8-1519

8-1520
8-1520a
8-1521
8-1522

8-1523
8-1524

8-1526

8-1527

8-1528
8-1529

8-1530

31 and more mph
over the limit, $195
plus $15 per mph
over 30 mph over

the limit;

$75

$75
$45

$75
$75
$45

$75
$75

$75

$75
$75

$75

$75
$75
$75
$75

$75
$45

$75

$75

$75
$75

$195
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vehicle

Failure to yield to pedestrian 8-1531 $105
or vehicle working on
roadway

Failure to comply with re- 8-1531a $45

strictions in road con-
struction zone

Disobeying pedestrian traffic 8-1532 $45
control device
Failure to yield to pedestrian 8-1533 $75

in crosswalk; pedestrian
suddenly entering road-
way; passing vehicle
stopped for pedestrian at

crosswalk

Improper pedestrian crossing 8-1534 $45

Failure to exercise due care in 8-1535 $45
regard to pedestrian

Improper pedestrian move- 8-1536 $45
ment in crosswalk

Improper use of roadway by 8-1537 $45
pedestrian

Soliciting ride or business 8-1538 $45
on roadway

Driving through safety zone 8-1539 $45

Failure to yield to pedestrian 8-1540 $45
on sidewalk

Failure of pedestrian to yield 8-1541 $45
to emergency vehicle

Failure to yield to blind pe- 8-1542 $45
destrian

Pedestrian disobeying bridge 8-1544 $45
or railroad signal

Improper turn or approach 8-1545 $75

Improper "U" turn 8-1546 $75

Unsafe starting of stopped 8-1547 $45
vehicle

Unsafe turning or stopping, 8-1548 $75

failure to give proper sig-
nal; using turn signal un-

lawfully
Improper method of giving 8-1549 $45
notice of intention to turn
Improper hand signal 8-1550 $45
Failure to stop or obey 8-1551 $195

road crossing signal
Failure to stop at railroad 8-1552 $135



crossing stop sign

Certain hazardous vehicles
failure to stop at railroad
crossing

Improper moving of heavy
equipment at railroad
crossing

Vehicle emerging from alley,
private roadway, building
or driveway

Improper passing of school
bus; improper use of
school bus signals

Improper passing of church
or day-care bus; improper
use of signals

Impeding normal traffic
by slow speed

Speeding on motor-driven
cycle

Speeding in certain vehicles
or on posted bridge

Improper stopping, standing
or parking on roadway

Parking, standing or stopping
in prohibited area

Improper parking

Unattended vehicle

Improper backing

Driving on sidewalk

Driving with view or driving
mechanism obstructed

Unsafe opening of vehicle
door

Riding in house trailer

Unlawful riding on vehicle

Improper driving in defiles,
canyons, or on grades

Coasting

Following fire apparatus too
closely

Driving over fire hose

Putting glass, etc., on high-
way

Driving into intersection,
crosswalk, or crossing
without sufficient space
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8-1553
8-1554
8-1555
8-1556
8-1556a

8-1561
8-1562
8-1563
8-1569
8-1571
8-1572
8-1573
8-1574
8-1575
8-1576
8-1577
8-1578
8-1578a
8-1579

8-1580
8-1581

8-1582
8-1583

8-1584

$195

$75

$75

$315

$195

$45
$75
$45
$45
$45
$45
$45
$45
$45
$45
$45
$45
$75
$45

$45
$75

$45
$105

$45
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on other side

Improper operation of snow-
mobile on highway

Parental responsibility of
child riding bicycle

Not riding on bicycle seat;
too many persons on
bicycle

Clinging to other vehicle

Improper riding of bicycle on
roadway

Carrying articles on bicycle;
one hand on handlebars

Improper bicycle lamps,
brakes or reflectors

Improper operation of mo-
torcycle; seats; passen-
gers, bundles

Improper operation of motor
cycle on laned roadway

Motorcycle clinging to other
vehicle

Improper motorcycle handle-
bars or passenger
equipment

Motorcycle helmet and eye-
protection requirements

Unlawful operation of all-ter-
rain vehicle

Unlawful operation of
low-speed vehicle

Littering

Disobeying school crossing
guard

Unlawful operation of micro
utility truck

Failure to remove vehicles in
accidents

Unlawful operation of golf
cart

Unlawful operation of work-
site utility vehicle

Unlawful display of license
plate

Unlawful text messaging

Unlawful passing of a waste
collection vehicle
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8-1585
8-1586
8-1588
8-1589
8-1590
8-1591
8-1592

8-1594

8-1595
8-1596

8-1597

8-1598
8-15,100
8-15,101

8-15,102
8-15,103

8-15,106
8-15,107
8-15,108
8-15,109
8-15,110

8-15,111
8-15,112

$45
$45
$45
$45
$45
$45
$45

$45

$75
$45

$75

$45
$75
$75

$115
$75

$75
$75
$75
$75
$60

$60
$45
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Unlawful operation of 8-15,113 $45
electric-assisted scooter

Unlawful passing of a utility or 8-15,114 $105
telecommunications vehicle

Unlawful passing of a 8-15,116 $75
stationary vehicle

Unlawful use of mobile telephone section 1 $60

Equipment offenses that are 8-1701 $75
not misdemeanors

Driving without lights when 8-1703 $45
needed

Defective headlamps 8-1705 $45

Defective tail lamps 8-1706 $45

Defective reflector 8-1707 $45

Improper stop lamp or turn 8-1708 $45
signal

Improper lighting equipment 8-1710 $45
on certain vehicles

Improper lamp color on cer- 8-1711 $45
tain vehicles

Improper mounting of re- 8-1712 $45
flectors and lamps on cer-
tain vehicles

Improper visibility of reflec- 8-1713 $45
tors and lamps on certain
vehicles

No lamp or flag on projecting 8-1715 $75
load

Improper lamps on parked 8-1716 $45
vehicle

Improper lights, lamps, re- 8-1717 $45
flectors and emblems on
farm tractors or slow-
moving vehicles

Improper lamps and equip- 8-1718 $45
ment on implements of
husbandry, road machin-
ery or animal-drawn ve-
hicles

Unlawful use of spot, fog, or 8-1719 $45
auxiliary lamp

Improper lamps or lights on 8-1720 $45
emergency vehicle

Improper stop or turn signal 8-1721 $45

Improper vehicular hazard 8-1722 $45
warning lamp

Unauthorized additional 8-1723 $45
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lighting equipment

Improper multiple-beam lights

Failure to dim headlights

Improper single-beam head-
lights

Improper speed with alter-
nate lighting

Improper number of driving
lamps

Unauthorized lights and sig-
nals

Improper school bus lighting
equipment and warning
devices

Unauthorized lights and de-
vices on church or day-
care bus

Improper lights on highway
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8-1724
8-1725
8-1726
8-1727
8-1728
8-1729

8-1730

8-1730a

8-1731

construction or maintenance

vehicles

Defective brakes

Defective or improper use of
horn or warning device

Defective muffler

Defective mirror

Defective wipers; obstructed
windshield or windows

Improper tires

Improper flares or warning
devices

Improper use of vehicular
hazard warning lamps
and devices

Improper air-conditioning
equipment

Improper safety belt or
shoulder harness

Improper wide-based single
tires

Improper compression re-
lease engine braking sys-
tem

Defective motorcycle head-
lamp

Defective motorcycle tail
lamp

Defective motorcycle reflec-

8-1734
8-1738

8-1739
8-1740
8-1741

8-1742
8-1744

8-1745

8-1747

8-1749

8-1742b

8-1761

8-1801

8-1802

8-1803

$45
$75
$45
$45
$45
$45

$45
$45
$45
$45
$45
$45
$45
$45

$45
$45

$45

$45
$45
$75

$75

$45
$45

$45
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tor

Defective motorcycle stop 8-1804
lamps and turn signals

Defective multiple-beam 8-1805
lighting

Improper road-lighting equip- 8-1806
ment on motor-driven cy-
cles

Defective motorcycle or mo- 8-1807
tor-driven cycle brakes

Improper performance abil- 8-1808
ity of brakes

Operating motorcycle with 8-1809
disapproved braking sys-
tem

Defective horn, muffler, mir- 8-1810
rors or tires

Unlawful statehouse parking 75-4510a

Exceeding gross weight of 8-1909
vehicle or combination

per pound
per pound
per pound
per pound
Exceeding gross weight on 8-1908
any axle or tandem,
triple or quad axles
per pound
per pound
per pound
per pound
Failure to obtain proper re- 66-1324

gistration, clearance or
to have current cer-

tification
Insufficient liability insur- 66-1,128
ance for motor carriers or 66-1314
Failure to obtain interstate 79-34,122

motor fuel tax author-
ization
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$45
$45

$45

$45
$45

$45

$45

$30
Pounds Overweight
up to 1000$40
1001 to 2000............. 3¢
2001 to 5000............. 5¢
5001 to 7500............. 7¢
7501 and over......... 10¢

Pounds Overweight
up to 1000$40

1001 to 2000............. 3¢
2001 to 5000............. 5¢
5001 to 7500............. 7¢

7501 and over......... 10¢

$287

$137

$137
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No authority as private or 66-1,111 $137
common carrier
Violation of motor carrier 66-1,129 $115

safety rules and regula-
tions, except for viola-
tions specified in K.S.A.
66-1,130(b)(2), and
amendments thereto

(d) Traffic offenses classified as traffic infractions by this section shall be classified
as ordinance traffic infractions by those cities adopting ordinances prohibiting the same
offenses. A schedule of fines for all ordinance traffic infractions shall be established by
the municipal judge in the manner prescribed by K.S.A. 12-4305, and amendments
thereto. Such fines may vary from those contained in the uniform fine schedule
contained in subsection (c).

(e) Fines listed in the uniform fine schedule contained in subsection (c) shall be
doubled if a person is convicted of a traffic infraction, which is defined as a moving
violation in accordance with rules and regulations adopted pursuant to K.S.A. 8-249,
and amendments thereto, committed within any road construction zone as defined in
K.S.A. 8-1458a, and amendments thereto.

(f) For a second violation of K.S.A. 8-1908 or 8-1909, and amendments thereto,
within two years after a prior conviction of K.S.A. 8-1908 or 8-1909, and amendments
thereto, such person, upon conviction shall be fined 1"/, times the applicable amount
from one, but not both, of the schedules listed in the uniform fine schedule contained in
subsection (c). For a third violation of K.S.A. 8-1908 or 8-1909, and amendments
thereto, within two years, after two prior convictions of K.S.A. 8-1908 or 8-1909, and
amendments thereto, such person, upon conviction shall be fined two times the
applicable amount from one, but not both, of the schedules listed in the uniform fine
schedule contained in subsection (c). For a fourth and each succeeding violation of
K.S.A. 8-1908 or 8-1909, and amendments thereto, within two years after three prior
convictions of K.S.A. 8-1908 or 8-1909, and amendments thereto, such person, upon
conviction shall be fined 2'/, times the applicable amount from one, but not both, of the
schedules listed in the uniform fine schedule contained in subsection (c).

(g) Fines listed in the uniform fine schedule contained in subsection (c) relating to
exceeding the maximum speed limit, shall be doubled if a person is convicted of
exceeding the maximum speed limit in a school zone authorized under K.S.A. 8-
1560(a)(4), and amendments thereto.

(h) For a second violation of K.S.A. 8-1556, and amendments thereto, within five
years after a prior conviction of K.S.A. 8-1556, and amendments thereto, such person,
upon conviction, shall be fined $750 for the second violation. For a third and each
succeeding violation of K.S.A. 8-1556, and amendments thereto, within five years after
two prior convictions of K.S.A. 8-1556, and amendments thereto, such person, upon
conviction, shall be fined $1,000 for the third and each succeeding violation.";

Also on page 2, in line 25, after "8-1731" by inserting "and K.S.A. 2025 Supp. 8-
2118";

And by renumbering sections accordingly;

On page 1, in the title, in line 5, after the semicolon by inserting "prohibiting the use
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of a mobile telephone while operating a motor vehicle in a school zone or a road
construction zone;"; also in line 5, after "8-1731" by inserting "and K.S.A. 2025 Supp.
8-2118"; and the bill be passed as amended.

REPORT ON ENROLLED BILLS, CONCURRENT AND SENATE RESOLUTIONS

SB 146, SB 299, SB 368, SB 445 reported correctly enrolled, properly signed and
presented to the Governor on March 16, 2026.
On motion of Senator Blasi, the Senate adjourned until 2:30 p.m., Tuesday, March
17, 2026.

CHARLENE BAILEY, CINDY SHEPARD, Journal Clerks.
COREY CARNAHAN, Secretary of the Senate.
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