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Journal of the Senate

FORTY-SECOND DAY

SENATE CHAMBER, ToPEKA, KANSAS

Friday, March 13, 2026, 8:00 a.m.

The Senate was called to order by President Ty Masterson.
The roll was called with 39 senators present.

Senator Thompson was excused.

Invocation by guest chaplain L. D. Holmes:

Dear Father As the days get longer and patience shorter, remind each of these
senators that they are about a good thing, as they invest their lives into things which
will, in many instances, outlive them.

The Psalmist declares, “I will lift up my eyes to the mountains. From where will my
help come from? My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. He will
not allow your foot to slip; He who keeps you will not slumber.”

When we search for answers to demanding situations, might we lift our eyes to the
One who does have the answers. When we feel defeated and workworn, allow our trust
in You to embolden us push on. Help us to not become weary in well doing.

You are indeed the one whom we can trust. With that as our foundation, we push on
boldly to carry out the tasks set before us. When those tasks become complicated and
difficult to navigate, we will look to You for wisdom and insight.

Protect our Nation and military. Give our national leaders wisdom as they confront
decisions which demand answers.

Might the peace of Christ rule and reign. In Jesus' Name, Amen!

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by President Masterson.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS
The following bill was introduced and read by title:

SB 535, AN ACT concerning the state fire marshal; relating to certain rules and
regulations governing the possession, transportation and use of explosive materials;
exempting correctional authorities and certain business entities from such rules and
regulations; amending K.S.A. 31-136 and repealing the existing section, by Committee
on Ways and Means.

REFERENCE OF BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS
The following bill was referred to Committee as indicated:
Assessment and Taxation: HB 2769.
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MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR
SB 335, SB 348 approved on March 12, 2026

FINAL ACTION ON BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS

SB 515, AN ACT concerning education; relating to student activities; authorizing
nonpublic schools to permit nonaccredited private elementary or secondary school
students to participate in certain activities for such nonpublic schools; making it
unlawful to discriminate against students based on enrollment status; providing for a
moratorium on interscholastic contests, activities and practices during certain time
periods, was considered on final action.

On roll call, the vote was: Yeas 23; Nays 16; Present and Passing 0; Absent or Not
Voting 1.

Yeas: Alley, Blasi, Blew, Claeys, Erickson, Gossage, Hill, Klemp, Kloos, Masterson,
Murphy, Owens, Peck, Petersen, Rose, Ryckman, Shallenburger, Shane, Starnes,
Thomas, Titus, Tyson, Warren.

Nays: Argabright, Billinger, Bowers, Bowser, Clifford, Corson, Dietrich, Fagg, Faust
Goudeau, Francisco, Haley, Holscher, Miller, Pettey, Schmidt, Sykes.

Absent or Not Voting: Thompson.

The bill passed, as amended.

Sub HB 2250, AN ACT concerning health and healthcare; relating to rendering
medical assistance; allowing for the use of expired emergency opioid antagonists to
treat an opioid overdose; permitting first responders to distribute and administer expired
emergency opioid antagonists; amending K.S.A. 2025 Supp. 22-2312 and 65-16,127
and repealing the existing sections, was considered on final action.

On roll call, the vote was: Yeas 39; Nays 0; Present and Passing 0; Absent or Not
Voting 1.

Yeas: Alley, Argabright, Billinger, Blasi, Blew, Bowers, Bowser, Claeys, Clifford,
Corson, Dietrich, Erickson, Fagg, Faust Goudeau, Francisco, Gossage, Haley, Hill,
Holscher, Klemp, Kloos, Masterson, Miller, Murphy, Owens, Peck, Petersen, Pettey,
Rose, Ryckman, Schmidt, Shallenburger, Shane, Starnes, Sykes, Thomas, Titus, Tyson,
Warren.

Absent or Not Voting: Thompson.

The bill passed, as amended.

HB 2413, AN ACT concerning crimes, punishment and criminal procedure; relating
to theft; providing that theft of livestock or implements of husbandry is a severity level
5, nonperson felony; allowing for the forfeiture of certain property used in the
commission of theft of an implement of husbandry; amending K.S.A. 21-5801 and 22-
4807a and repealing the existing sections, was considered on final action.

On roll call, the vote was: Yeas 39; Nays 0; Present and Passing 0; Absent or Not
Voting 1.

Yeas: Alley, Argabright, Billinger, Blasi, Blew, Bowers, Bowser, Claeys, Clifford,
Corson, Dietrich, Erickson, Fagg, Faust Goudeau, Francisco, Gossage, Haley, Hill,
Holscher, Klemp, Kloos, Masterson, Miller, Murphy, Owens, Peck, Petersen, Pettey,
Rose, Ryckman, Schmidt, Shallenburger, Shane, Starnes, Sykes, Thomas, Titus, Tyson,
Warren.

Absent or Not Voting: Thompson.

The bill passed, as amended.
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HB 2433, AN ACT concerning the regulation of water use; clarifying county
authority over the transfer or appropriation of water; placing such authority with the
chief engineer and water transfer hearing panel; amending K.S.A. 2025 Supp. 19-101a
and repealing the existing section, was considered on final action.

On roll call, the vote was: Yeas 36; Nays 3; Present and Passing 0; Absent or Not
Voting 1.

Yeas: Alley, Argabright, Billinger, Bowers, Bowser, Claeys, Clifford, Corson,
Dietrich, Erickson, Fagg, Faust Goudeau, Francisco, Gossage, Haley, Hill, Holscher,
Klemp, Kloos, Masterson, Miller, Owens, Peck, Petersen, Pettey, Rose, Ryckman,
Schmidt, Shallenburger, Shane, Starnes, Sykes, Thomas, Titus, Tyson, Warren.

Nays: Blasi, Blew, Murphy.

Absent or Not Voting: Thompson.

The bill passed.

EXPLANATION OF VOTE

I vote yes on HB 2433, a bill which simply reaffirms and clarifies in the county home
rule statute that a county may not interfere with the authority of the chief engineer under
the Kansas Water Appropriations Act and the chief engineer and the water transfer panel
under the Water Transfer Act. This authority was already evident in K.S.A. 82a-706 and
K.S.A. 82a-1502, but HB 2433 clarifies existing law as it relates to county authority or
lack thereof. I also support HB 2433 because it does not restrict the authority of a
county to regulate the physical placement of infrastructure necessary to transport water
on or within county rights of way or to regulate land use under existing zoning authority
granted in statute. The word “transfer” in HB 2433 is a reference to the Water Transfer
Act and the ability of an applicant to utilize water associated with a water right at a
distance greater than 35 miles from where the point of diversion is located. The bill’s
prohibition on county licenses, permits, limitations, or restrictions on “water transfers”
is not a reference to the physical act of transporting the water or the improvements
necessary to physically move the water subject to a water appropriation or a successful
application under the Water Transfer Act.—ErLamne BowErs

Senators Argabright and Dietrich request the record to show they concur with the
"Explanation of Vote" offered by Senator Bowers on HB 2433.

HB 2478, AN ACT concerning health and healthcare; relating to nursing licensure;
requiring advance practice registered nurses and registered nurse anesthetists to submit
to a criminal history check upon application for a nursing license; amending K.S.A.
2025 Supp. 74-1112 and repealing the existing section, was considered on final action.

On roll call, the vote was: Yeas 38; Nays 1; Present and Passing 0; Absent or Not
Voting 1.

Yeas: Alley, Argabright, Billinger, Blasi, Blew, Bowers, Bowser, Claeys, Clifford,
Corson, Dietrich, Erickson, Fagg, Faust Goudeau, Francisco, Gossage, Haley, Hill,
Holscher, Klemp, Kloos, Masterson, Miller, Murphy, Owens, Peck, Petersen, Pettey,
Rose, Ryckman, Schmidt, Shallenburger, Shane, Starnes, Sykes, Thomas, Titus, Warren.

Nays: Tyson.

Absent or Not Voting: Thompson.

The bill passed.
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HB 2507, AN ACT concerning wildlife and parks; relating to hunting; removing the
requirement for migratory waterfowl stamps to be validated by a signature across the
face of each such stamp; increasing the fees for such stamps; amending K.S.A. 32-939
and K.S.A. 2025 Supp. 32-988 and repealing the existing sections, was considered on
final action.

On roll call, the vote was: Yeas 37; Nays 2; Present and Passing 0; Absent or Not
Voting 1.

Yeas: Alley, Argabright, Billinger, Blasi, Blew, Bowers, Bowser, Claeys, Clifford,
Corson, Dietrich, Erickson, Fagg, Faust Goudeau, Francisco, Gossage, Haley, Hill,
Holscher, Klemp, Kloos, Masterson, Miller, Murphy, Peck, Petersen, Pettey, Rose,
Ryckman, Schmidt, Shallenburger, Shane, Starnes, Sykes, Thomas, Titus, Warren.

Nays: Owens, Tyson.

Absent or Not Voting: Thompson.

The bill passed, as amended.

HB 2540, AN ACT concerning insurance; relating to the standard nonforfeiture law
for individual deferred annuities; exempting contingent deferred annuities from certain
provisions therefrom; authorizing the commissioner of insurance to regulate such
contingent deferred annuities through the adoption of rules and regulations; amending
K.S.A. 40-4,102 and repealing the existing section, was considered on final action.

On roll call, the vote was: Yeas 39; Nays 0; Present and Passing 0; Absent or Not
Voting 1.

Yeas: Alley, Argabright, Billinger, Blasi, Blew, Bowers, Bowser, Claeys, Clifford,
Corson, Dietrich, Erickson, Fagg, Faust Goudeau, Francisco, Gossage, Haley, Hill,
Holscher, Klemp, Kloos, Masterson, Miller, Murphy, Owens, Peck, Petersen, Pettey,
Rose, Ryckman, Schmidt, Shallenburger, Shane, Starnes, Sykes, Thomas, Titus, Tyson,
Warren.

Absent or Not Voting: Thompson.

The bill passed.

HB 2568, AN ACT concerning administrative rules and regulations; relating to the
department of wildlife and parks; authorizing the adoption of certain rules and
regulations related to fees, registrations and other charges by the department, was
considered on final action.

On roll call, the vote was: Yeas 23; Nays 16; Present and Passing 0; Absent or Not
Voting 1.

Yeas: Alley, Argabright, Blasi, Bowers, Bowser, Claeys, Corson, Dietrich, Fagg,
Faust Goudeau, Francisco, Haley, Holscher, Klemp, Kloos, Masterson, Miller, Petersen,
Pettey, Ryckman, Schmidt, Sykes, Titus.

Nays: Billinger, Blew, Clifford, Erickson, Gossage, Hill, Murphy, Owens, Peck,
Rose, Shallenburger, Shane, Starnes, Thomas, Tyson, Warren.

Absent or Not Voting: Thompson.

The bill passed, as amended.

HB 2605, AN ACT concerning roads and highways; designating a portion of U.S.
highway 36 as the undersheriff Brandon Gaede memorial highway, was considered on
final action.

On roll call, the vote was: Yeas 39; Nays 0; Present and Passing 0; Absent or Not
Voting 1.

Yeas: Alley, Argabright, Billinger, Blasi, Blew, Bowers, Bowser, Claeys, Clifford,
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Corson, Dietrich, Erickson, Fagg, Faust Goudeau, Francisco, Gossage, Haley, Hill,
Holscher, Klemp, Kloos, Masterson, Miller, Murphy, Owens, Peck, Petersen, Pettey,
Rose, Ryckman, Schmidt, Shallenburger, Shane, Starnes, Sykes, Thomas, Titus, Tyson,
Warren.

Absent or Not Voting: Thompson.

The bill passed, as amended.

HB 2652, AN ACT concerning courts; requiring the clerk of the appellate courts to
publish monthly a list of cases of the supreme court and court of appeals in which a
decision has not been entered and filed within six months of submission and a list of
cases in which a petition for review has not been granted or denied within six months of
submission; amending K.S.A. 20-3301 and repealing the existing section, was
considered on final action.

On roll call, the vote was: Yeas 38; Nays 0; Present and Passing 1; Absent or Not
Voting 1.

Yeas: Alley, Argabright, Billinger, Blasi, Blew, Bowers, Bowser, Claeys, Clifford,
Corson, Dietrich, Erickson, Fagg, Faust Goudeau, Gossage, Haley, Hill, Holscher,
Klemp, Kloos, Masterson, Miller, Murphy, Owens, Peck, Petersen, Pettey, Rose,
Ryckman, Schmidt, Shallenburger, Shane, Starnes, Sykes, Thomas, Titus, Tyson,
Warren.

Present and Passing: Francisco.

Absent or Not Voting: Thompson.

The bill passed, as amended.

CHANGE OF REFERENCE

The President withdrew S Sub HB 2745 from the Calendar under the heading of
General Orders, and rereferred the bill to the Committee on Assessment and
Taxation.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

The Committee on Education recommends HB 2482, As Amended by House
Committee, be amended on page 3, in line 13, after "(a)" by inserting "(1)"; in line 15,
after the stricken material by inserting ":

(A"

Also on page 3, in line 16, by striking "to" and inserting "that measures the math,
science and reading and writing skills of"; in line 17, by striking the second "and" and
inserting ";

(B)";

Also on page 3, in line 19, by striking all after "nine"; by striking all in line 20; in
line 21, by striking all before the first "a" and inserting "; and

©)"

Also on page 3, in line 23, by striking "rated"; also in line 23, by striking the period
and inserting "to each student enrolled in grade 11.

@

And the bill be passed as amended.

The Committee on Federal and State Affairs recommends HB 2437, As Amended
by House Committee, be amended on page 1, in line 11, by striking "this act" and
inserting "sections 1 through 6, and amendments thereto";



March 13, 2026 1657

On page 2, in line 5, by striking "and senate committees" and inserting "committee";
also in line 5, after "elections" by inserting "and the senate committee on federal and
state affairs"; in line 10, after "(c)" by inserting "the number of voters identified as
potential deceased;

(d";

Also on page 2, in line 11, by striking "as a result of" and inserting "first identified
lIl";

And by redesignating subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs and clauses
accordingly;

Also on page 2, in line 22, by striking "the"; also in line 22, by striking "system";

On page 3, in line 24, after "(e)" by inserting "The secretary of state shall notify the
appropriate county election officer to send a confirmation notice, upon which a
registrant may state such registrant's current address, within 45 days of any of the
following events:

(1) The change of address information supplied by the national change of address
program identifies a registrant whose address may have changed; or

(2) it appears from information provided by the director of the division of vehicles
that a registrant has moved to a different residence address outside of the county in
which the registrant is currently registered.

"

Also on page 3, in line 29, by striking all after "(2)"; by striking all in line 30; in line
31, by striking "(3)"; in line 34, by striking "(4)" and inserting "(3)"; by striking all in
lines 37 through 39; in line 40, by striking "registered;";

On page 4, in line 8, by striking "(f)" and inserting "(g)";

On page 5, in line 27, after the semicolon by inserting "and"; in line 28, by striking
all after "(B)"; by striking all in line 29; in line 30, by striking "(C)";

And by redesignating subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs and clauses
accordingly;

Also on page 5, in line 40, by striking "motor"; in line 43, after the comma by
inserting "all available";

On page 6, in line 10, by striking "motor"; in line 13, after the comma by inserting "all
available"; in line 16, after "investigation" by inserting "that indicates that the voter may no
longer intend to be a registered voter in Kansas"; in line 17, after "to" by inserting "send a
confirmation notice to both the registrant's address on the voter registration rolls and to the
current address on the new driver's license, upon which a registrant may state such
registrant's permanent address. Within 45 days after sending the confirmation notice, if the
registrant does not respond or confirms their intent to no longer be registered to vote in
Kansas, the county election officer shall"; also in line 17, by striking "any"; in line 18, by
striking all before "such"; and the bill be passed as amended.

The Committee on Judiciary recommends HB 2323, As Amended by House Committee,
be amended on page 1, in line 14, by striking "Shawnee" and inserting "any"; also in line 14,
after "county" by inserting "in which the defendant resides"; in line 15, after the period by
inserting "The commissioner shall plead with particularity the circumstances constituting
fraud."; in line 17, by striking "a preponderance of the" and inserting "clear and convincing";
and the bill be passed as amended.

Also, HB 2518, As Amended by House Committee of the Whole, be amended on page 7,
in line 40, by striking "statute book" and inserting "Kansas register"; and the bill be passed as
amended.
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HB 2594, As Amended by House Committee of the Whole, be amended on page 2, in line
8, by striking "statute book" and inserting "Kansas register"; and the bill be passed as
amended.

HB 2762 be amended on page 5, in line 28, by striking all after "(i)"; in line 29, by
striking "(i1)"; also in line 29, after "assigned" by inserting "through such person's
employment";

And by redesignating subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs and clauses
accordingly;

And the bill be passed as amended.

REPORT ON ENROLLED BILLS, CONCURRENT AND SENATE RESOLUTIONS

SR 1728, SR 1729, SR 1730, SR 1731, SR 1732, SR 1733, SR 1734 reported correctly
enrolled, properly signed and presented to the Secretary of the Senate on March 13, 2026.

TRIBUTES

The Committee on Organization, Calendar, and Rules authorizes the following
tributes for the week of March 9 through March 13, 2026:

Senator Blasi: congratulating Greg Smarsh on his retirement and commending his
decades of service to his community;

Senator Bowers: celebrating Dorothy Joy Smith's 100th Birthday, congratulating Hall
Brothers on receiving a 2025 Kansas Asphalt Pavement Association Award,
congratulating Ginger's Uptown on receiving a 2025 Kansas Department of Commerce
Business Award, celebrating Wendell Brummer's 100th Birthday;

Senator Corson: congratulating the Shawnee Mission East H.S. Boys Swimming and
Diving Team on winning the 2026 6A State Championship;

Senator Faust Goudeau: celebrating Elder George J. Custard's 100th Birthday;

Senator Holscher: extending official recognition to Theatre in Our Schools Advocacy
Day; and

Senator Owens: congratulating the Hesston H.S. Girls Cross Country Team on
winning the 2025 3A State Championship.

On motion of Senator Tyson, the Senate adjourned until 2:30 p.m., Monday, March
16, 2026.

CHARLENE BAILEY, CINDY SHEPARD, Journal Clerks.
COREY CARNAHAN, Secretary of the Senate.
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