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Good morning Chairman Masterson and Members of the Committee.  We are here 
today to provide neutral testimony on SB 463.  Our postsecondary institutions have 
been truly fortunate to benefit from state support from the Expanded Lottery Act 
Revenues Fund (ELARF) as well as the Economic Development Initiatives Fund (EDIF).  
 
Since the 2011 Legislature enacted the University Engineering Initiative Act, our three 
research universities have taken steps to ensure engineering industry partners find the 
new talent, designs, and techniques needed to fuel economic growth and business 
success in Kansas.  The Act targets $10.5 million per year from a portion of the 
proceeds deposited in the ELARF, which the universities must match from their own 
resources, toward the education of engineers in Kansas. 
 
Through enhanced facilities and expanded faculty, ever greater numbers of our 
students are now able to access our programs and make connections to industry 
partners.  We are happy to report to you on the tremendous success this state support 
has stimulated.  A table of the updated scorecard that the Board uses to evaluate the 
initiative is attached.   
 
Our only hesitation with SB 463 is that the dedicated funding source for this program will 
lose its identity within the larger budget picture, which we all know is quite challenging.  
We do not doubt in the capacity of this program to continue its successes, and believe it 
will compare favorably to other state financed programs.  
 
We hold the same sentiment for the $4.2 million the Board of Regents receives annually 
from the Economic Development Initiatives Fund for several programs important to the 
two-year colleges, as well as our research universities.   
 
The Board grants funds to the community and technical colleges for the purchase of 
capital outlay, or to provide start-up support of innovative technical courses in emerging  



March 8, 2016 Kansas Board of Regents Page 2 

 
 
 
 
technologies, manufacturing, or areas of skill shortages—on a competitive award basis.  
It is also used to provide paid internships for technical faculty to work in business and 
industry, which is vital to keeping them current in their field.  State funds in this program 
are also matched on a dollar for dollar basis by the institutions.   
 
Finally, the Board awards funds to the universities for research in science and 
engineering through the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research 
Program (EPSCoR), previously administered by KTEC.  This program encourages 
university partnerships with industry, and is designed to stimulate sustainable science 
and technology infrastructure improvements in states that historically have received a 
disproportionately low per-capita average of federal research dollars.  Again, we are 
here to highlight that the programs supported by the EDIF in our agency play an 
important role with employers in our state and we sincerely hope they continue to 
receive state financial support. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you on this bill. 
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