
*ATER (ror* Senate Natura l  Resources Commit tee

March 12,20L5

RE: HOUSE BILL No.  2059

Chairman Powel l  and Members of  the Commit tee:  thank you for  the oppor tuni ty  to  appear
before you th is  morn ing to  prov ide test imony in  suppor t  o f  House Bi l l  2059,

My name is  Richard Wenstrom, and I  am a farmer and i r r igator  f rom southern Edwards County.
I am speaking today, however, as President, Board of Directors, Water Protection Association of
Central Kansas (Water PACK), Water PACK is a private non-profi t  association of about 500
agricultural producers and related agribusinesses organized to be a proactive voice for irr igated
agriculture.

Water  PACK remains a proponent  of  HB 2059 to a l low Chief  Engineer  to  order  Augmentat ion of
Water  as an opt ion in  the set t lement  of  impai rment  issues.  l f  the Commit tee chooses to  add
the amendment  conta ined in  the Senate Bi l l  52 ( "such replacement  is  avai lab le and of fered
voluntar i ly" ) ,  Water  PACK would be in  suppor t  o f  that  amendment .  A l though Water  PACK
suppor ts the use of  th is  Augmentat ion Bi l l  in  the Rat t lesnake Creek Sub-Basin because of  the
ongoing Quiv i ra  Nat ional  Wi ld l i fe  Refuge impai rment  invest igat ion conducted by the Chief
Engineer and his staff,  we would not object to the applicabil i ty of HB 2059 to the entire state of
Kansas,  prov ided the above amendment  was added by th is  Commit tee.

Our i r r igated producer  members upst ream of  the Quiv i ra  Nat ional  Wi ld l i fe  Refuge stand to  be
negat ive ly  impacted should impai rment  be found and the only  so lut ion that  the Chief  Engineer
current ly  has is  water  r ights  admin is t rat ion.  Producers in  our  area pay an addi t ionalS 3,2
mi l l ion in  proper ty  rea l  estate taxes each year  over  and above those taxes paid on dry land
acres.  These same producers spend 5262 mi l l ion each year  in  our  local  communi t ies on inputs
and produce revenue exceeding S 400 mi l l ion annual ly .  In  addi t ion there is  S 789 mi l l ion
market  va lue of  l ivestock in  the area.  l r r igat ion is  cr i t ica l ly  impor tant  to  our  communi t ies and
to the state of Kansas.

Water  PACK and our  i r r igator  producer  members respect fu l ly  ask that  HB 2059 be acted upon
favorably  by th is  Commit tee to  g ive the Chief  Engineer  more opt ions in  water  impai rment
issues.  T ime is  of  the essence for  us.

Thank you for  the oppor tuni ty  to  submit  test imony and I  would be p leased to answer quest ions
at  an appropr ia te t ime.
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