
*ATER ( rot* Senate Natural Resources Committee

January 29,20ts

Re:  SENATE BILL No.52

Chairman Powel l  and members of  the Commit tee:  thank you for  the oppor tun i ty
to appear before you this morning to provide test imony in support of Senate Bi l l
No .  52 ,

My name is  Richard Wenstrom, and I  am farmer  and i r r igator  f rom southern
Edwards County. I  am speaking today, however, as President, Board of Directors,
Water Protect ion Associat ion of Central Kansas (Water PACK). Water PACK is a
private non-prof i t  associat ion of about 500 agricultural i rr igated producers and
related agribusinesses organized to be a proact ive voice for i rr igated agriculture.
The area of the state that we are act ive in is an 8 county area bounded by Great
Bend,  Larned,  K ins ley,  Greensburg,  Prat t ,  and Ster l ing.  (See co lored map# 1)  This
area contains over 500,000 irr igated acres of ag production amounting to S qOO

mi l l ion in  revenue each year  and S ZSS mi l l ion in  purchased inputs .  There is
addi t ional ly  a  S 790 mi l l ion market  va lue of  l ivestock in  th is  smal l  area.  Our
i r r igated product ion is  impor tant to  our  loca lcommuni t ies  and to  the s ta te of
Kansas.

Water  PACK is  a  proponent  o f  SB 52.  We see a v i ta l  need for  th is  b i l l  and I  w i l l
g ive an example of  how th is  b i l l  cou ld be used to  he lp us so lve a water  supply
conf l ic t  in  our  area.  Map # 2 shows a v iew of  the Rat t lesnake Creek Sub-Basin;
the h is tor ica l ly  in termi t tent  s t ream named Rat t lesnake Creek winds through the
Sub-Basin,  u l t imate ly  go ing in to  and then out  o f  the Quiv i ra  Nat ional  Wi ld l i fe
Refuge (Qruwn1. QNWR holds a very senior surface water r ight (757I) to obtain
water from the Ratt lesnake Creek to supply the refuge. There is groundwater in
the area, from the Great Bend Prair ie Aquifer,  maximum depth 200 feet,  from
which agr icu l tura l  producers,  c i t ies ,  and towns in  the area pump water  f rom wel ls
for  benef ic ia l  use (see Map # 3) .  The water  supply  conf l ic t  (QruWn has f i led an
impai rment)  occurs when i r r igators ,  pr imar i ly  ho ld ing jun ior  r ights  compared to
QNWR, pump dur ing the summer,  and the QNWR wants water  to  be avai lab le  in
August and September. ln years of sub-normal precipitat ion, the base f low is
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depleted just enough to lower such that i t  no longer intersects the stream, and
the Ratt lesnake Creek runs dry (see Schematic Drawing # 4).

The Chief Engineer, in an informal meeting with local i rr igators in November of
2014, has suggested that one possible solut ion would be to curtai l  pumping
during the irr igat ion season for producers holding junior water r ights along the
Ratt lesnake Creek. This would cause extreme economic hardship with no
guarantee that the Ratt lesnake would begin to f low. Augmentat ion as authorized
in SB 52 could be used to pump water from new or exist ing wel ls, in the vicini ty of
the QNWR, direct ly into the Ratt lesnake Creek in August and September ( in years
where normal precipitat ion does not occur).  This would solve the water supply
problem, whi le  aver t ing the economic d isaster  in  the loca l  area.

Detai ls such as cost and design for this Augmentat ion of water into Ratt lesnake
Creek have yet to be worked out. The f i rst step, to al low the use of this valuable
tool,  is to pass Senate Bi l l  52.

Senate Bi l l  52 as wri t ten is appl ied to the entire state of Kansas. l f  amendments
are made to restr ict  the use of this bi l l  to the GMD # 5 area, or even the
Ratt lesnake Creek Sub-Basin, Water PACK would support ei ther of those
amendments as wel l .

I  w i l l  s tand for  quest ions as needed.

Thank you.

Respectfu I ly su bm itted,

LJ-"l ').tJ

Richard J. Wenstrom, President
Board of Directors


