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| want to thank the Chair and the committee for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 37.

I am Tina Woods, the past President of the Kansas Youth Advisory Council (KYAC). KYAC is
comprised of a group of current and former foster youth from across the State of Kansas who
advocate for the rights of youth in care and to improve the child welfare system.

I spent six years in foster care before I “aged out” and these experiences drastically improved my
life and afforded me a number of opportunities I would not have otherwise had. One of the
biggest supports | had during this time was my foster mother who not only has supported me
while | was placed in her home, but to this day, and has taken the role of my family. For this |
am grateful. It is my desire for other youth to have similar support and a positive experience as
well.

This past year, I have served on a workgroup to develop a Kansas Foster Parents’ Bill of Rights.
My role was to provide feedback to ensure a foster parent bill of rights did not conflict, but
supports the Foster Youth Bill of Rights.

Today | am offering a testimony in opposition of a statutory foster parent bill of rights. Foster
parents are important and necessary to ensure the needs of youth in care are met. However, | do
not believe legislation is necessary to meet the request of foster parents.

Senate Bill 37 was created as a resolution to foster parents who have concerns about their rights
within the system. | am familiar with this concern. Foster youth also faced concerns that they
did not have rights within the child welfare system. As we began to explore resolutions to this
issue, we realized youth did have rights within the child welfare system. However, youth were
not aware of these rights, and it was a matter of educating them in a way that was clear and
concise for everyone to understand. KY AC developed a one-page document outlining the rights
of youth in care and the grievance process if a youth believed their rights were being
compromised. The Youth Bill of Rights document was then designed in a comprehensive
manner. This has proven to be an effective approach to educating our youth. Just as the youth
already had rights, but were not aware, so do our foster parents. They also need a document that
specifically outlines their rights and the grievance procedure, should it be necessary for further
action.

Most policies and procedures are developed in a manner to allow for flexibility as all cases of
youth in care are different and need to be treated on a case by case manner. Placing the foster
parents’ rights within statute is much more limiting, as it needs to be specific to allow for the
appropriate repercussions, should these laws be violated.

Specifically, in the first paragraph at the top of page 2 of Senate Bill 37, it suggests that the
Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF), should provide foster parents with



information regarding the previous placements for our youth, including reasons for removal and
contact information, if permitted, of these former placements. This is not beneficial for any
persons in the youth’s life. Foster parents are provided with pertinent information regarding a
youth’s case that is necessary to provide care to the youth, as detailed in K.S.A 38-2212.
Providing a new placement with details concerning the reasons for a youth’s move does not
allow the youth or the placement to begin their relationship in an unbiased manner. If the reasons
for removal concern the well-being or safety of the foster family, the foster parents already have
a right to be informed of this information.

Lastly, foster youth do form relationships with their foster parents. When a youth moves, should
it be to reintegrate with their family, or to ensure the youth is placed with a sibling or biological
family member, they will maintain contact with the foster family naturally if there were close
emotional ties. Maintaining contact with the previous foster family should be left to the decision
of the youth and their families. Should the youth and/or the foster family placement disrupt, there
are logical reasons for contact not to continue due to the best interest of the child.

In conclusion, although I do not support the passage of Senate Bill 37, | do believe DCF should
work with foster parents to develop a Foster Parents’ Bill of Rights document. The development
of a comprehensive document that allows foster parents to understand their rights is good for the
child welfare system and all the children within that system.

Again, thank you, and | will now stand for questions.
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