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KEC, Inc.,  is the statewide service organization providing services for the rural electric cooperatives in Kansas. 
Formed in 1941 and headquartered in Topeka, KEC represents the interests of and provides services and programs 
to the electric co-ops that serve in Kansas. Services include lobbying for cooperative interests, rate and tax exper-
tise, safety programming, communications and some engineering services. 

 

Kansas has been served by electric cooperatives for 
over 75 years. In 1935 FDR created REA– The goal of REC’s 
remains the same-supply power to rural America.  By 1935, FDR 
saw a problem growing in America. Electricity had been available 
in urban areas since the late 1800s. But by the 1930s less than 
10% of farms in rural America received electricity. Kansas farmers 
relied on kerosene lamps for light, and wood or coal for cooking 
and heat.  Existing power companies couldn’t see the profit in 
providing rural electricity– thus, the  electric cooperative was born. 
by1937, Kansas formed it’s first cooperative  – Brown Atchison 
REC .  
 

The mission of the electric cooperative is unchanged since services began in the 1930’s;  
To provide our members with reliable electric service at the  

best possible cost in areas others would not  serve.  
 

Kansas electric cooperatives are vital to Kansas. Kansas’ 29 distribution electric cooperatives averaging 
8000 members per cooperative.. Kansas is also home to 2 generation and transmission (G&T) cooperatives that 
acquire power for the distribution cooperatives.  Kansas electric cooperative provide electricity to approximately 
340,000 meters.  We serve 103 of the 105 counties in Kansas. Cooperatives average 3.3 members per mile of line 
compared to 45 customers per mile of larger utilities. 
 

Cooperatives Are Unique: 

 Not-for profit;  

 Autonomous; 

 Self-governed by their members; 

 Owned by the members, and each mem-
ber has a voice in cooperative govern-
ance. The cooperative board and man-
agement make decisions as elected by 
the members; 

 Not rate regulated by the KCC. 

 
 
 



Dave Holthaus and  Kim Christiansen work with the Kansas Legislature to insure that Kansas Electric Cooperatives and their 
members are well served by legislative efforts.  Please feel free to contact us with questions or suggestions relating to our elec-
tric cooperatives and the members we serve. 


