
There is no risk of identifying an individual 

student 

‐ The survey is voluntary and does not collect 

personally identifiable data.  

‐ All data reported as aggregate groups.   

‐ To safeguard concerns with small groups, 

any question or aggregation with less than 

20 students is not reported. 

‐ There is no risk of identifying an individual 
student. 
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H.B. 2099 – Student Data Privacy Act 

Good Afternoon Education Committee Members. My name is Lisa Chaney. I am the 
Director of Research and Evaluation with the Center for Learning Tree Institute, a division of the 
Southeast Kansas Education Service Center. The Learning Tree Institute is the contractor that 
administers and reports the Kansas Communities That Care (KCTC) student survey.  

This survey, funded by Kansas Department for Aging and Disability Services, has been 
offered annually, free of charge to Kansas schools for students in 6th, 8th, 10th, and 12th grade 
since 1995.  The survey tracks teen use of and attitudes toward harmful substances such as 
alcohol, tobacco and other drugs, and asks questions regarding bullying, safety and school 
climate. At the same time, the survey asks students about opportunities for positive involvement 
with peers, in schools and in communities.  The survey has had regular and high rates of 
participation. In the 2013-2014 school year, 
70% of all eligible students in Kansas took 
the survey, resulting in high-quality, valid 
and reliable data.  However, since the new 
student data privacy law requiring written 
parent consent, participation has 
plummeted, not because parents don’t want 
their children to participate, but more often, 
schools are declining due to the added 
burden of obtaining written consent.  
Instead of 99,000 surveys plus collected as 
in the previous year, it is estimated there 
will be only 30,000 surveys this year.  

The Communities That Care survey was developed through the research of Dr. David 
Hawkins and Dr. Richard Catalano at the University of Washington in the early 1980s.  Kansas 

was one of seven states involved in the 
development and pilot of the survey.  The 
original authors have updated the survey 
regularly and at least 21 states currently 
administer a version of the survey.   The KCTC 
survey has a long and proven track-record of 
producing valid and reliable data in Kansas. The 
survey is voluntary, parents are notified in 
advance, and it does not collect any personally 
identifiable information – no names, no 
identification numbers.  In addition, data are 
only analyzed and reported by groups.  To 
safeguard concerns with small groups, any 
question or aggregation with less than 20 
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Organizations rely on data provided by the 

KCTC survey to combat youth substance 

use and bullying, to select appropriate 

prevention strategies, to report outcomes, 

acquire funds and to guide data‐informed 
decisions.

students is not reported.  There is no risk of identifying any individual student.   

The survey is administered both online and on paper forms.  Schools can choose to 
administer the comprehensive version or an alternate version which excludes all questions from 
the family domain – which is the last page of the survey.  Paper forms are read with a scanner 
that automatically records into a database. All data are stored on an internal server at the 
Southeast Kansas Education Service Center. The server is not connected to the internet and 
passwords are required to log in.  Aggregate data are uploaded to an external server that has a 
managed firewall, with two-factor authentication and encrypted passwords. This server houses 
the kctcdata.org website.  District and building level data are password protected with only the 
respective school superintendent given the password.  County and state data are publicly 
accessible if at least 25% of the county has taken the survey. The data are secure and have never 
been sold or given to any commercial group.  

The information provided from the 
KCTC survey is essential for schools, 
communities and state agencies to understand 
youth behavior, perception and attitudes and 
how they change over time, yet the 2014 
student data privacy act has tied the hands of 
these agencies by requiring prior written 
parent consent.  This is particularly 
burdensome in large districts.   

As surveys such as the KCTC do not collect personally identifiable information, they 
should be exempt from written consent if the precautions outlined in House Bill 2099 (Section 1. 
C. 1-4) are followed.     

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Lisa Chaney 

 


















