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Procedure for Calling and Holding a Bond Election 

 

Board must adopt a resolution stating the purpose and the estimated 

amount for which bonds are to be issued. 

 

Elections must be held in accordance with provisions of the General 

Bond law. 

 

Notice of election must be published once each week for two 

consecutive weeks in a newspaper having general circulation in the 

school district, with the first publication to be not less than 21 days prior 

to the election. (KSA 10-120) 
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The notice must state: 

 

1. Name of district 

2. Date of bond election 

3. Amount of bonds to be issued 

4. Proposition to be voted upon 

5. Hours of opening and closing the polls 

6. Voting place or places and the territory each voting place is to 

serve 

7. Any other information specifically required by law 

 (KSA 25-2018(f)) 
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Election 
 

The county election officer, who is the county clerk in most districts but 

the election commissioner in others, is in charge of the election. 

 

All qualified electors of the district are entitled to vote. 

 

The vote must be by official ballot. 

 

A majority vote of those electors voting determines the results of the 

election. 
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Mail Ballot Election 
KSA 25-432—An election shall not be held under the act unless: 

1. Conducted on a date, mutually agreed upon by the governing body 

of the political or taxing subdivision and the county election officer, 

not later than 120 days following the date the request is submitted 

by the political or taxing subdivision. 

2. The Secretary of State approves a written plan for conduct of the 

election, which shall include a written timetable for the conduct of 

the election, submitted by the county election officer. 

3. The election is nonpartisan. 

4. The election is a question submitted election at which all of the 

qualified electors of one or any of the following subdivisions of 

government are the only electors eligible to vote—school districts 

and community college districts. 
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Extraordinary Declining Enrollment 
 

KSA 75-2321 – If enrollment in a district has declined during the 

preceding three school years at a rate of at least 5% per year or by at 

least 50 pupils per year, whichever is greater, the board of education 

shall not authorize the issuance of any bonds for the construction of a 

new building without having first advised and consulted with the Joint 

Committee on State Building Construction.  If the joint committee 

recommends against the issuance of any bonds and if the district 

proceeds to issue bonds, the district shall not be entitled to state aid for 

such bonds. 
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Registration and Selling of Bonds 
 

The board of education shall publish a notice of the sale one time in a 

newspaper having general circulation in the county where the bonds 

are issued and in the Kansas Register.  Such notices shall be 

published not less than six days nor more than 30 days before the sale 

and shall contain the following information. 

 

The dates on which interest on the bonds shall become due and 

payable. 

 

The assessed valuation of the municipality. 
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Terms and Denominations of Municipal Bonds 
 

Municipal bonds shall be issued to mature in not more than 30 

installments.  The last installment shall mature not more than 32 years 

after the date of issuance.  Such bonds shall bear interest at a rate not 

to exceed the maximum rate of interest prescribed by KSA 10-1009, 

payable at such times fixed by the municipality issuing the bonds. 
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Rates of Interest 
 

The maximum stated rate of interest which may be fixed on fixed-rate 

bonds issued by municipality or taxing subdivision of the state of 

Kansas shall be determined on the day the bonds are sold and shall 

not exceed the daily yield for the ten-year treasury bonds published by 

The Bond Buyer, in New York, New York, on the Monday next 

preceding the day on which the bonds are sold, plus (1) three percent, 

if the interst on the bonds is excluded from gross income for federal 

income tax purposes or (2) four percent, if the interest on the bonds is 

included in gross income for federal income tax purposes. 
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Bond Payments When Territory Transferred or 

District Disorganized 
 

All territory within a school district on the date bonds of the district are 

issued remains liable for the payment of such bonds even though some 

of the territory subsequently is transferred or the district is disorganized. 
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Bond Elections—Frequency Limitation 
 

No school district can call or hold more than one special bond election 

at a time other than a general election or the election of board of 

education members within any one calendar year.  In addition, no 

special bond election can be held within (60) days before or after a 

general election or election of members of the board of education of the 

district.  However, districts are not prohibited from planning for or 

considering a bond election during the period between authorized bond 

elections, nor from giving notice or making other preparations for an 

election during such period. 

 

These restrictions have no application to an election for authorization to 

levy a capital outlay tax. 
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School Bond Guide 
 

A complete copy of the School Bond Guide can be accessed on the 

School Finance website under “Guidelines and Manuals” or via the link 

below. 

 

 http://ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=429 

 

 

http://ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=429
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Kansas Accounting Handbook for USD’s 
 

A complete copy of the Kansas Accounting Handbook for Unified 

School Districts can be accessed on the School Finance website under 

“Guidelines and Manuals” or via the link below. 

 

 http://ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=429 

http://ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=429
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